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BY THE LATE 


THOMAS WALSH. 
PP 
| Ye know the proof of him, that as a ſon with his 
ather, he hath ſerved in the goſpel. 7 | 
Holding forth the word of life, that I may rejoice 4 
in the day of CuRIST, that I have not run in 


vain, neither laboured in vain, Phil. ii. 
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NN MN M H E following Diſcourſes of Mr. 
— X Walſh, are ſome of the firſt free 
* 


T XK Pourings out of his Heart, on 


- 


1 Divine Subjects. They were 
N wrote in the early Days of his 
public Life; and are the natural Flow of a 
Mind, at that Time little cultivated by Art, 
but deeply touched by the Finger of Gop. Had 
he either reviſed them, with a View to their A- 
mendment, or wrote on the Subjects of which 
they treat, in the Time of his latter Labours, and 
more advanced Learning and Experience, they 
would no doubt, have had in them a Depth, and 
Accuracy, very unuſual in ſo early ProduQi- 
ons: Such, as was univerſally obſerved in his 
Diſcourſes, particularly during the two laſt Years 


of his Preaching. 1 1 
: - HE 


(i 
Tux Courſe of his publie Pabouke was not 
in all above Eight or Nine Vears: And it does 
not appear, that for the laſt Three or Four of 
them, he wrote ſo much as a ſingle Sermon; al- 
though his Acquaintance with Gop, and Skill 
in Letters, were well known to be then Con- 
ſiderable: Far beyond what could well be ex- 
pected, from his Vears and Opportunities. But 
what is not poſſible to Inclination and Induſtry 


THERE is Reaſon to think, he never in- 
tended theſe Diſcourſes ſnould be made public. 
Having firſt preacked them, extempore, he after- 
wards committed them in Haſte to Writing, threw 
them by among his other Papers, and took no farther 
Notice of them. After his Deceaſe, the Memory 
of him being ſtill precious to Many, and calling 
to Mind, the great Benefit his Preaching had 
been of to their Souls, they defired to have 
as many of his Sermons in their Hands, as could 

poſſibly be procured : Which, together with the 
_ Conſideration of the Good, it pleaſed GoD to do, 
by his plain nervous Preaching in general, have 
prevailed for their Publication, 


InDEED the Diſcourſes of Mr. Walh, known 
any other Way, than as proceeding immediately 
cout of his own Lips, loſe a main Part of their 
Excellence. Accuracy of Compoſition, Elegance 
of Style, and the Niceties of human Oratory, 

| were 


+: 3 Ib 

wore the leaſt of his Care; and had little Share of 
his Attention, either in Speaking, or Writing : 
They are therefore not to be ſought for here. 
When he ſpoke in public, it was for Gop, and 
the Advantage of Souls alone: And when he 
wrote his Thoughts on Religious Subjects, the Fer- 
vency and Ardour of his Spirit, and tne rapid 
Flow of his Soul, on ſuch Occaſions, carried him 
on with the Pen of a ready Writer; to ſuch a 
Degree, as made him utterly Regardleſs of the 
Exactneſs required, in kia intended for the 
public View. 


THE Word of the Lord, dwelling richly in 
him, and an Heart, ever burning with Love to 
 Gop, and Zeal for the Salvation of his Neigh- 
bour, rendered his publick ſpeaking, both affec- 
ting and fruitful ; being urged home upen the 
Conſcience of his Hearers; by his awakening and 
forcible Manner of Addreſs. It conveyed thus, 


to attentive Hearts, a certain Light, Savour, and 


Senſibility, which far ſurpaſs all the Power of hu- 
man Wiſdom, and the Charms of Eloquence. 
He ſpoke from a Mind deeply penetrated with 
wales Realities ; the great Things of another 

World! And for the meſt Part, in the very Words 
vf the Holy GnosrT, as ey are contained in 
the yy Scriptures, 


A 3 5 1 


| (vi) | 

Ix his Speaking of Heavenly Things, one may 
in Truth difcern, the Difference there is, between 
a Preacher, formed gradually, by the Hand of 
God, in Retirement, Faſting, and Prayer, after 
many Inward Conflicts; and thoſe who are ap- 
pointed in Haſte by Men, from mere Human 


 Motives : Who have little other School than the 


World, no higher Mafter than themſelves, and 


No other Preparation than bare human Studies, 


interrupted by worldly Converſation, Diverſions, 


Play, Good-chear, and the like. 


Ir is, however, eaſily foreſeen, that to ſuch as 
were well acquainted with his Manner of Preaching, 


theſe Sermons, in Print, will appear far below 


the Ideas which are ſtill retained of him as a 
Preacher. But let them remember, the well- 
known Differance there is, between extempo- 
rary Diſcourſes, firſt delivered, with Life and 
Fervour, and afterwards read ; often with cold 


: Indifferency. Who, ever (if the Speaker at all 


underſtood, and felt what he ſaid) has not found 
himſelf diſappointed of his ExpeCtation, in this 
Particular ? And let the Degree of this Difference 
be remembered, in the Diſcourſes of different 
Men. Sermons at Second-hand, indeed at beſt, 


reſemble, in ſome Sort, Milk whoſe Cream is 


taken off. And yet, this notwithſtanding, it 
is preſumed, there remains in theſe, in 
their preſent State, ſo much of the Spirit, and 

ö : Un- 


Union, which accompanied the Preaching of 
that Man of Gop, in general, as well be evi- 
denced to every unprejudiced Reader, 


PeRsoNs of Experience and Diſcernment, per- 
ceive a very remarkable Difference, in the Writ- 
ings of different Men, with reſpect to the Spirit 
and Tendency of them, altho' the Matter and 
Expreſſion, may be nearly alike : Ariſing no 
doubt, from the different Spring whence they 
proceed; the Heart, or the Head; one's own 
Experience, or the Experience, and Sentiments 
of others; the Teaching of the HoLy GHosr, or 
the Teaching of Men. | 


Trost Diſcourſes and Writings, which pro- 
reed from an experienced Heart, anointed with 
the divine Unction, convey, as it were inſenſibly, 
at leaſt ſomething of the like Kind, to Souls 
prepared to receive it: Whereas, on the other 
Hand, ſuch Diſcourſes and Books, as are the Re- 


fult of mere human Skill, or Learning; notwith- - 


ſtanding the Truth, and Beauty of them, be 
never fo clear, and may afford us Pleaſure ; yet, 
they leave our Heart generally as they found it. 
And perhaps to the ſame Cauſe may be aſcribed 
the tranſient, or continued Uſe, which we 
tind from Books: Some we can read with till 
r:newed Pleaſure, and Advantage; while others, 
waoſe Matter and Expreſſion, ate not at all 

in- 
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Reading. This Difference is remarkably obſer- 


* 


dom, Which the World fo much admires, even 


preferring to it, that Foollifhneſs of Preaching (ſo 


(m) 


inferior, we are weary of, after a firſt or ſecond 


vable, between the well-known Book (to inſtance 
in One) of The lin tation of JEzus CHRIST, and a 
thouſand other Tracts on Religion. 


8 


O yes! We muſt needs be very ſenſible of thoſe 
Writings that inflame our Heart, and nouriſh it ; 
which is always preferable to what ſtrikes the 
Underſtanding, and fills it with mere Images, 
and Ideas: Theſe often conſume the Heart, in- 
ſtead of feeding it, and hill the Mind with bar- 
ren Speculations; which rather darken and per- 
plex, than promote our true [/uiard Life, or lead 
us on, in the Purity of an holy Converſation. _ 


 InDEED, when we conſider, on the one Hand, 
the Number of well-wrote and elaborate Diſ- 
courſes (Sermons in particular) with which the 
World abounds, and yet, the little real Good 
which is done by them, cither to thoſe who hear, 
or thoſe who read them; and on the other Hand, 
the Succeſs which it pleaſeth God to give, to the 
artleſs and unadorned Diſcourſes, of compara- 
tively ignorant, and unlearned Men: When this 
is conſidered, one can hardly avoid thinking but 
meanly, of that Excellency of Speech, and of N, 


in recommending the Goſpel of CHRISTͤHJ and 


re- 


o — — OX 1 9 26.4 


En 


eputed of the Worid) by which it pleaſeth Gop, 
To ſave them that believe. 


Tk Thoughts and Ways of Gop, are very 
different from the Thoughts and Ways of Men: 
| Many Things which we efteem weak or filly, 
are reputed of Him, both wife and holy : And 
ſo, on the contrary. So doth He, by the weak 
Things of the World, confound the Things that 
| are Mighty ; and by fooliſh Things of the 
World, confound the Wiſe ; yea, by baſe Things 
| of the World, and Things which are deſpiſed, 
and Things which are not, doth Gor bring to 
Nought the Things that are ; that no Fleſh may 
glory in his Preſence ; that whatever Good is 
done upon the Earth, it may be known the LoRD 
doth it Himſelf : And that, according as it is 
| written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
LoRD | Jer. i ix. 24. 1 Cor. i. 27¹ — 3k. 


Tu ESE Confiderations have had Influence, not 
only towards the making theſe Diſcourſes pub- 
lie; but have likewiſe prevented ſeeking af- 
ter ſuch Decorations and Embelliſhments, as 
might give them the Dreſs of ' modern Ele- 
gance and Delicacy, Some few Alterations and 
Enlargments, it may be acknowledged, have 
been made in them ; but they are ſuch, as nei- 
ther alter the Senſe of the Writer, or advance 


any 


( x ) 
any Thing different from ils Deſign, through- 
out the whole: They are for the moſt Part, 
ſuch only, as the Time and Circumſtances in 


which they were wrote, rendered neceflary, to 


Clear and fix the Senle. 
4 


Tur Matter and. Spirit of them, are chiefly to 

be regarded; and in this View, the Children of 
God, or thoſe who are ſeeking to be ſuch, it 
is hoped will find their Account in them. As 

for ſuch as read, only to find Fault, or paſs. 3 

Judgment upon the Writer, or Publiſher 5" It is 

_ judged needleſs to ſay any thing, to beſpeak their 
Favour. „ Neither Friendſhip or Power, In- 
tereſt, or Favour, can give thofe Defences to a 
Book which it needs. Beſides, Men's Judgments 
are more different than their Faces. Every Man 
has a Face, but every Man has not an Under- 
ſtanding. And People with their Underſtanding, | 
or with their No Underſtanding, give their Judg- 
ment upon Books, not only before they read 
all, but often before they read three Pages; 
receiving their Information, from Humour or- 
Affection, Intereſt or Diſlike, Chance or 
Miſtake ; : from him that - reads with Preju- 


dice, if not Malice, or from him that reads 
after Dinner.“ | 
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In ſhort, If you have been n with 
the Preaching of Mr. Valßb, theſe Sermons 
will bring to your Remembrance, That 
Spirit of Zeal and Fervour, which he breath- 
ed every where ; . that conſtant Uſe he made 
of Scripture, in which he was mighty; and 
that Number of ſtrong and ſhort Sentences, 
which he poured, as fo many Darts upon his 
 Hearers.3 ; and whereby he forced them to fly to 


the City of Refuge, as a thick Shower forces loi- 
tering Travellers to run for Shelter, 


Ir you never heard that Preacher of Righte- 


z:ſneſi, let not the Abruptneſs of his Style, the 
bold Simplicity, and the Abundance of his 
Thoughts, find in you a ſevere Judge, and a 
nice Critic, Mind the Matter more than the 
| Manner ; and be kind enough to make Allow- 


ance, for the Freedom of Diſcourſes, wrote down 


{one or two of them in particular) at the Requeſt 


of Friends, and never intended, by the Author, 


to be made public,” 


Ir is hoped and prayed, that at leaft ſome 
Degree of the ſpiritual Fervour, which glowed in 
on Heart, both at the Preaching and Writ- 
ing 1 may yet inflame the Souls of others, 
with the ſame heavenly Love and Zeal. They are 


lent into the World, with a View to promote, in 


lome Meaſure, the Kingdom of our LokD JEsUs 
|  CugasT 
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CuRIs r. And if any Service be done by them | : 
for Gop's Glory, any Aſſiſtance miniſtered to 
the Soul, of only a Child, or any ignorant Wo- 
man, the Publiſher's End will then be anſwered ; 
and it is hoped our LoRD will accept them, 
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LET us beſeech the Gon of all Grace, to con- 


| | duct us All; and teach us to, profit, „eros 
\ | tionably to the many Helps and Aſſiſtances, 
| He is graciouſly pleaſed to afford us, for our 


4 Furtherance in ſolid Piety, and true Holineſs of 
175 living. Our LoRD hath fully done, and is yet 
4 8E continually doing His Part : Let Us do Qurs. 

1 Loet us follow the Lamb / And labour to be 
5 oy . ew of Ti, in- Tikes Spot, and Blame- | 


| ben 7 
Nov, 15 1763. 
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James Morgan. 
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T he Fall and Recruery f Sinners. 


Yo 


A 


DESCOURSE 


H O 8 E A, Xlit. 9 9. : 


O Iſrael, thou haſt 7 thyſelf, but in Me is is 
thy Help. 


OX O D, faith Solomon, hath made Man 
* XX upright, but they have ſought out 
* 22 many Inventions, and have thus 
K* * corrupted themſelves; ſo that all 
NN men are become guilty and abomi- 

| nable before Gop. And ſhould He 
enter into Judgment with them, no Man living 
could be juſtified in His Sight : the Scripture hath 
therefore concluded all under Sin, Gal. iii. 22. 
Rm. iii. 9. and declares, There is none righteous, 
no, not one. We have all ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God. To the ſame Purpoſe are 
the Words of the Text, O Iſrael, thou — deſtroyed 
0/7 LR 
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Ix diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall ſhew, 


I. Txar all Men have E themſelves by 
Sin. 


IT. Tnar our only Help and Salento is in 
CuRISs T. 


I. Thar all Men have deſtroyed themſelves by 
Sin, is clear from the Law and the Prophets, as 
well as from our own Obſervation and Experi- 
ence. 


1. Apam deſtroyed himſelf, thro' Rebellion and 
Unbelief (ſo his Sin may be called, by way of Ag- 
gravation) and he did not fall and hurt himſelf 
alone; for by this one Man's Diſobedience, many, i. e. 
all, were made Sinners; conſtituted guilty, and lia- 
ble to eternal Death, Rom. v. He was Caput 
Gentis, a common Head to all Mankind. Even as 
Levi, who was not in Being, till many hundred 
| Years after Abraham, is nevertheleſs ſaid, to have 
paid Tythes-in or thro him, Heb. vii.g. So we, 
the Children and Off-ſpring of Adam, have all 
ſinned in him: he, virtually repreſenting and con- 
taining in himſelf, his whole Poſterity. 


TRus, with regard to original Sin, all are de- 
ſtroyed! There is none, no, not a ſingle Inſtance 
excepted. As is the Tree, ſuch muſt be the Fruit: 
and as the Root corrupted itſelf, the Branches, of 
Neceſſity, partake of the Infection; and thus a/! 
the World is become guilty foe. Gop ; becauſe all 


ate born in Sin. 
8. Bnt 


tin& Light we can. Let us deſcend to Particulars ; 
and we ſhall ſee, from the Word of Gon, that 
Man has def reyed himſe/f; is in a ruined and wretch- 


[ 15 ] 

2. But have we not likewiſe deſtroyed ourſelves, 
by actual Sin? Have we not added Sin to Sin? 
May not Man be faid, to be twice dead, and alluge- 
ther become unprofitable ? Does not an Apoſtle on 


That whoſoever ſayeth he hath not ſinned is 


Lyar, and that Gop's Word is not in him ? 1 7025 
i. 10. Yes, every Soul that ever lived to diſtin- 
guiſh Sin from Righteouſneſs, has ſo ſinned, as to 
render itſelf obnoxious to eternal Fire, For every 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law deſerves Puniſhment ; 


and the Scripture reputes as guilty of all, thoſe 
who offend, but! in one ſingle Point. 


To put hi Matter in the cleareſt and moſt dif- 


ed State, both as to his Soul and Body. Confider 
him with regard to, 


1. His Underſtanding. How is this et 


Power of the Soul deſtroyed ! Hear what one of 


the Prophets ſayth, The Ox knoweth his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but Jae doth not 


know — is, in this Reſpect, inferior to the very 


Beaſts of the Field my People do not conſider.“ 
The Prophet Jeremiab has nearly the ſame affecting 
PR with Jalab, «The Stork in the Hea- 
vens knoweth her appointed Times, and the Turtle 


and the Crane, and the Swallow, obſerve the Time 


of their Coming ; but my People know not the 
judgment of their Gop.” 


Underſtanding darkened, being alienated from the 


Life of Gov, thro? the Ignorance that 1 is in them, 
Epbiſ. iv. 18, 


Man does not know the 
God that made him; having, ſaith St. Paul, the 


- 


Ds: 


— — A — 
e 5 
ä 2 2 2 N pay = — — 2 * . 


. ˙ EPETSST TIT 


. 
* 


* * 
"4 
th 
1 N 
9 
1 
3 
x 
3 
„ 
77 
1 
j yo 
* \ 
1 
$ 
2 
mal 
1 
je 2 
4 bo 
3 
19 
1 1 
1 
Wet 1105 
7 
118 
13 
14 
n 
: 1-0 
4 9 
. k 
1 „ 
"I 47 i 
+ 3/3688 
. . 
: "= 1 
7 21 
Wa * 
11 
n 
. 
I'S 
i 2306 
4 = 1 
FEE 
* 3 
> N 
ii 
. FM 
4 
\ * " 
_ K 
n 
1 8 
4 1 
is 
n 
1 
£055! 
4 i "UF - 
1 
LEES 
1 * 
1 A 
888 
* „ 
7 & 2 
1 7 - 
W112 
27 4 i& 
n 
: * 419 
i 
"IX 8 
3 7 
6 .. 
4 1 
LAGS 
Ia 
iD $240 
us 
Ws 
3 
1 1 
EF. 
9 30 
: x 
e 
RE 
4 
. 4 * 7 
* . = 
1 
THY 
Weds: 
IRE 
* Lo — 
. 
4 {3 24x 
pL 4 
” Th 
YF 
* In? 
11988 
1 
d 55 
8 
RYE 
33/74 
1 
1 
A 43 
„ 
1 
” I 
e 
8 2 4 
3 | $ 
1 Vi a 
33: 
11 11 + 
. *-- 
7 
| t 4 
- 2&3 
1 
I 
1 7 
. 33 
1 
Ly $3 ©. 
1 
J 1 
= . 99 
1 
wo 
ö > 
\F}; 
* 17 
1 11 
* >} 
” Fas” 
6 
K. 
. 17 
. 
NFL 
+ 37 
4 723 
c +4 
+ 1 Wn 
2 a 
. * : 
1 
©. 53 
1 
1 
= 
i tf 
8 
© &% 
+ 
A 
} 
+ ; 
3 "7 
1 
fry 01 
1 
» 4* 
& #6 
i187; 
1 
1 — 
13 
15 
= £5 
4. 
* 7 
1 
1 
* 
1 
94 
& 34 
I 
BY 
48! 
4 
i 
}; 
. 
5 
i 
p 1 


2 


. - 1 $ 
> Curt, W 0 2 * a 1 A ak 2 * 22 e a a s * 
= : Cl — ——ẽ ů —— — ⅛——U—UA—B — % _ — 
« 
* 
- 


[216] 


Wu the Almighty breathed rhe Breath of Lift 


into Man, then did the pure Light of Gop ſpring 


ap in his Mind. He ſaw clearly his Father, and - 
his Gop ; he knew the Will, and underſtood the 


Works of his Maker; there was no Darkneſs at 
all in him. His Underſtanding was ſtrong and com- 
prehenſive; he had c Ideas of the Nature of all 
Things, as far as they were knowable by a human 
Mind ; and hence he gave Names to all Cattle, 


and to the Fowl of the Air, and to every Beaſt of 
| the Field. And whatſoever Adam called every liv- 


ing Creature, that was the Name thereof. And 
theſe Names were expreſſive of their Nature and 
Properties. Man was in this Reſpe& alſo, made 
in the Image of Gop. The Light and Wiſdom of 


his Creator, were richly poured into his Soul. He 


was wiſe, holy, happy. Yes, 


« Perfect at firſt, and bleft ls State, 
Mlan in his Maker's Image ſhone, 

In Innocence divinely great, 
He liv'd, he liv'd to Gow alone: 


| His Heart was Love, his Pulſe was Praiſe, 
Aud Light and Glory deckt his Face!“ 


But alas, How have we deſtroyed ourſelves ! 


How dark, how ignorant both of Gop and himſelf, 


is poor, fallen Man at preſent ! His Silver is be- 
come Droſs; his Wine mixed with Water! O how 
are the Mighty fallen! In this our degenerate 
State, we know nothing as we ought to know. 
Blindneſs and Error of every Kind, have overſpread 
the Face of our Soul. We worſhip an unknown 
Gop, and bow down to Idols of our own making.. 


God is heard of only by the hearing of the Ear; 


but 


[ 17 ] 
but our Hearts perceive Him not. 
longer thoſe pure and intelledual Eyes, to ſearch in- 
to the Depths of God's Wiſdom and. Goodneſs, or 
diſcern the Deſigns of his Love and Mercy towards 
him. He can account for nothing ; he does not 
underſtand what is, meant by either Holineſs or 


Man has no 


Happineſs. The natural Man receiveth wt the Things 
of the Spirit of GOD ; nay, they are Foolifhneſs to him, 
breauſe they are Fun diſcerned, In ſhort, it 
would be abſurd to ſyppoſe, that ſo blind, ignorant, 
(I ſpeak of him with reference to the Things of 
Gop) inconſiſtent, fickle, wicked, unholy, and un- 
happy a Creature as Man is, in his preſent State, 
could poſlibly be the immediate Work of a Gop of 


| conſummate Purity, Goodneſs, and Perfection. T'ive 
Truth is, Man has de/reyed bia 00. We are in "this 
Reſpet, | 


« By Vice new caſt, and Creatures of our own.“ 


* 
=. 


2. Wirz regard to our Will, How is the Rec- 


Soul deſtroyed! Man is not only ignorant, but 
wicked alſo. He has loſt both his Wiſdom and Ho- 
liners. At firſt, his Will was holy; conformed in 


| all Things to the Will of his Creator. There was 
no Sin, no Stain of Sin to be found in him. The 
£ . Goodneſs of Gop,was richly communicated to him, 
5 and the Love of Gop, filled his whole Soul. Pree 
: from Perverſeneſs or Rebellion, to pleaſe Gop in 
L all Things, was his Deſire, his Delight and Hap- 
1 pineſs, But now, alas! the Will or Heart of Man, 
is deceitful above all Things, and deſperately wicked, 
. Fer. xvii. His carnal Mind is Enmity againſt 


Cod, Rom, viii, He reſiſts che Motions and Ad- 


3 mo- 


titude, and orderly State of this Faculty of the 
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Threatnings; breaks his Commandments ; 
exalts his Will againſt the Will of Gop, and un 
in Effect, in a thouſand Inſtances, ©* What, or 
who is the Loxp, that I ſhould regard Him? ” 
Man's Pride and Paſſion will know no Superior. 
Theſe ſo govern him, that all moral and divine Re- 
ſtraints, are rejected by him. He breaks the Cords 
of Diſcipline, and cafts away the Bands of Obe- 
dience from him. Sin has ſeparated him from his 


d The of God's Holy Spirit. He fears not 


Gov, Ja. lix. 2. Sin has transformed him into 


the Image of the Devil ; inſomuch that Sinners 


hate, yea, in Effect, curſe Gop in their Hearts, 


The Fool, that 1 is, the Sinner, faith in his Heart, there 
75 no GOD. The Seed of the Serpent, ſo powerfully 
rules in the Will of fallen Man, that 1t 15 pregnant 
with all Wickedneſs, Marl vii. 22, 22. So that 
he may be ſaid to be the moſt miſerable, rebellious, 


impure, and unhappy Creature in the whole Crea- 


tion. Loxp, what is Man! poor Man, that has 
thus deſtroyed himſelf! 


3. The Conſcience is likewiſe defiled. Its pri- 
mitive State and Offices, are in great Meaſure de- 
ſtroyed. It is, faith St. Paul, ſeared as with a 
hot Iron. So that Men fin, often without Fear or 
Regret. The Light that was in him is turned to 
Darknefs; and alas, How great is that Darkneſs ! 
At firſt, the Law of Gop was written in Man's 
Heart; au Conſcience, as Gov's Vicegerent with- 
in, admonzſhed him continually. It was on the 
Part of Gov, a Witneſs within the Breaſt of Man, 
which conſtantly executed its proper Office: But 
now, it is in many Inſtances, 72 feeling. So that 
Sin- 
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WH Sinners are fo far from taking Shame to themſelves, 
| on the Commiſſion of Evil, that they often glory 
; in their Sin; ſetting their Faces, as it were, a- 
gainſt the Heavens, and ſtriving with their Ma- 
| ker. Man ruſheth into Sin and Danger, as a Horſe 
h ruſheth into the Battle; his bard, impenitent, and 
ſtupified Conſcience, being lulled aſleep, or quite 
a miſguided by the Devil. 


0 4. Ax p as to our very Memory, this alſo has 

f ſhared in the general Deſtruction, which Man has 

: brought upon himſelf. Now, God is not in all his 

: Thoughts ; but quite the contrary. Man indeed 
: can retain in Memory Things which do not profit, 

F but rather greatly hurt him. He can retain idle 
Songs, obſcene Sentiments, and a Variety of Occa- 
1 ſions of Sin and Miſery. But what he hears con- 
9 


cerning his Duty towards Gop and his Neighbour, 
is ſoon forgotten by him, and eafily ſlips out of 
his Mind. He can tell you, it may be of Wars, 
Sieges, Conquerors, Fables and Foreigners, with 
great. Exactneſs; and at the ſame Time, is ſo in- 
attentive to the Things of Religion, as not to know 
or remember, ſo much, as in what Part of the Bible 
our Lorp's Sermon on the Mount is contained; 
but much leſs, what that Sermon contains. In the 
State of Innocence, Man treaſured up, as the moſt 
invaluable Treaſure he could poſſeſs, the Words of 
bis Go p, and whatſoever related to his doing in the 
beſt Manner, his moſt holy Will. But now he for- 
gets God Days without Number; he does not like 
to retain Gop in his Knowledge; he forſakes and 
forgets the only Fountain of Happineſs; and refuſes 
to return ! O Sinner, how haſt thou, in this Par- 
ticular alſo, deſtroyed thy poor Soul! 
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18 
monitions of God's Holy Spirit. He fears not 
his Threatnings; breaks his Commandments; 

exalts his Will againſt the Will of God, and ſays 
in Effet, in a thouſand Inſtances, © What, or 


who is the Loxp, that I ſhould regard Him?“ 


Man's Pride and Paſſion will know no Superior, 
Theſe fo govern him, that all moral and divine Re- 
ſtraints, are rejected by him. He breaks the Cords 
of Diſcipline, and caſts away the Bands of Obe- 
dience from him. Sin has ſeparated him from his 
Gov, Va. lix. 2. Sin has transformed him into 
the Image of the Devil; inſomuch that Sinners 


hate, yea, in Effect, curſe Gop in their Hearts, 
+ be Fool, that 1s, the Sinner, /aith in his Heart, there 


z5 no GOD. The Seed of the Serpent, ſo powerfully 
rules in the Will of fallen Man, that it is pregnant 
with all Wickedneſs, Mark vii. 22, 22, So that 
he may be ſaid to be the moſt arable, rebellious, 
impure, and unhappy Creature in the whole Crea - 
tion. Loxrp, what is Man! poor * that has 
thus deſtroyed himſelf! 


3. The gene is likewiſe defiled. Its pri- 


mitive State and Offices, are in great Meaſure de- 


ſtroyed. It is, faith St. Paul, ſeared as with a 

hot Iron. So that Men ſin, often without Fear or 
Regret. The Light that was in him is turned to 
Darknefs; and alas, How great is that Darkneſs! 
At firſt, the Law of Gop was written in Man's 
Heart; auff Conſcience, as Gop's Vicegerent with- 
in, admonzſhed him continually. It was on the 
Part of Gov, a Witneſs within the Breaſt of Man, 
which conſtantly executed its proper Office: But 


now, it is in many Inſtances, pf feeling. So that 


Sin- 
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Sinners are fo far from taking Shame to themſelves, 
on the Commiſſion of Evil, that they often glory 
in their Sin ; ſetting their Faces, as it were, a- 
gainſt the Heavens, and ſtriving with their Ma- 
ker. Man ruſheth into Sin and Danger, as a Horſe 
ruſheth into the Battle ; his bard, impenitent, and 
ſtupified Conſcience, being lulled aſleep, or quite 
miſguided by the Devil. 


4. Arp as to our very Memory, this alſo has 
ſhared in the general Deſtruction, which Man has 
brought upon himſelf, Now, Gov is not in all his 

Thoughts; but quite the contrary. Man indeed 
can retain in Memory Things which do not profit, 
but rather greatly hurt him. He can retain idle 
Songs, obſcene Sentiments, and a Variety of Occa- 
fions of Sin and Miſery. But what he hears con- 
cerning his Duty towards Gop and his Neighbour, 

is ſoon forgotten by him, and eaſily ſlips out of 
his Mind. He can tell you, it may be of Wars, 
Sieges, Conquerors, Fables and Foreigners, with 
great Exactneſs; and at the ſame Time, is ſo in- 
attentive to the Things of Religion, as not to know 
or remember, ſo much, as-in what Part of the Bible 
our Lorxp's Sermon on the Mount is contained; 
but much leſs, what that Sermon contains. In the 
State of Innocence, Man treaſured up, as the moſt 
invaluable Treaſure he could poſſeſs, the Words of 
his Goo, and whatſoever related to his doing in the 
| beſt Manner, his moſt holy Will. But now he for- 
gets Gop Days without Number ; he does not like 
to retain Gop in his Knowledge ; he forſakes and 
forgets the only Fountain of Happineſs ; and refuſes 
to return 1 O Sinner, how haſt thou, in this Par- 
ticular alſo, deſtroyed thy poor Soul ! 
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Paſſions and Affections of Man's Soul, we ſhould 


Stay. They are not to the Lorp, nor to the Re- 


Immeaſurably far from Gop 


ven. He has ſhut the Gates of Paradiſe againſt his' 


he has no Right to a Drop of Water to cool his 


[20] 

5. Were we to attend particularly, to the 
find them equally depraved* Now, he loves the 
Creature more than the Creator. His Affections 
are placed on Things on the Earth; he loves the 
preſent World, and the Love of the F ather i is not in 
him. He does not delight himſelf in Gop : No, 
his glorying 15 in the Fleſh ; nor 1s the Fear of the 
Lorp before his Eyes. He only Hopes or fears, 


Evil or Good below. 'Fhe general Bent of his De- 
fires rove hither and thither, and are ſeldom at one 


\ . * * 
membrance of his Name. But quite the contrary; 


hy Scatter d of o'er all the Earth abroad, 


6. In a Word, Man 1 . himſelf with 
reſpect to Happineſs. He has deprived himſelf of, 
forfeited his Right to, the Bliſs and Glory of Hea- 


ewn Soul; and has in every Reſpect, diſqualified 
himſelf for Communion with God. In fri Juſtice, 


Tongue, He has moreover rendered himſelf ob- 
noxious to the Vengeance of eternal Fire, He has 
deſtroyed his Body and Soul, by rendering both fit 
for Hell. How juſtly then may it be ſaid, O man 
thou haſt undone, thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ! Thy 
whole Head is fick, and thy whole Heart is faint. 
There is no ſound Part in us; but from the Crown 
of the Head, to the ſole 4 the Feet, there is 
nought but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and Para 


Sores 
1 6 TY 


7. LASTLY, as to our Body, this likewiſe is, in 
the Senſe of the Text, deftroyed. It is ſubject to 
vickneſs and Pain; a tottering Houſe of Clay, 
WW abje& to numberleſs Infirmities. It muſt ſhortly 
 Wrcturn to Duſt, and the Faſhion thereof ſhall paſs 
l away. 


: Ir you have given Attention to the Things that 
» [WW have been ſpoken, concerning the Fall and De- 
traction of Man, you cannot marvel, that we mf 
e 6 born again! That except we are converted, we 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, 


II. I proceed, in the ſecond Place to conſider, 
that in Chriſt is our Help. „In Mx is thy Help,” 
faith the Log D. | 


There is go Name, that is, Way or Means, under 
f, Haven, whereby we can be ſaved, but the Name of 
-e Lond Jesus. A4, iv. 12. He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; and no Man can come to the 


0 Father but thro' Him. He is made of Gop unto us, 
5 Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San ctiientien and Re- 
1s demption. 

b. 2 

as Bur we muſt be particular here alſo, and conſider 
fit ſeparately, How it is, that in the Lozp CHRIST 
an is our Help, that is Salvation. How he Repairs 
by our Breaches and redreſſes our Grievances ? It 
at. aails but little to diſcover our Sin and Miſery, un- 
vn es we find out a Remedy, to heal and help us, 
is Now, in order to this, let us weigh, with great 
ng Attention the 5th Chapter to the Romans; where the. 
| Apoſtle draws a Parallel, making a Compariſon be- 
ri een Adam and CHRIST. He ſhews at large, that 
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we are reſtored by Car1sT, as we were de. 


royed by Adam. He calls Adam, the Figure of Hin 


that was to come; (ver. 14.) that is, of Cars, 
who is a ſecond Head and Root, to all Mankind, 
and is therefore called the /econd Adam, He is the 
Fountain of Righteouſneſs, Holineſs and Happineſt 
to all Believers; (who are the Seed of Chriſt) even 
as the firſt gdam was the Source of Sin, Miſery, 
Corruption and Condemnation, to all his Poſterity, 
More particularly, 


1. CnxisT is the true Light, that enlightneth 


every Man that cometh into the World. He is the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the Day-ſpring from on 
High. He ſhines into our Hearts, and ſheds 
Light thro? our Underſtanding. He doth not in. 


deed reftore that intuitive kind of Knowledge, 


which 4am enjoyed, as being not eſſential to our 
true Happineſs. But he ſhews us all the "Thing 


that make for our true Peace, He removes tn 
Veil, and lets us ſee Him, that was before inviſible, 


even to our Underſtanding. CHRIST removes our 
Ignorance of Gop, and of his Works. In his 
Light we ſee Light. We ſee ourſelves to be poor, 
wretched, helpleſs Sinners, void of all Goodneſs, 
void of all Happineſs. He alſo reveals the Ful- 


| neſs of Grace, that is in Himſelf. He ſets before 


our Mind, the Treaſures of his Mercy 3 the All- 
ſufficiency of his Righteouſneſs, and the overflow- 
ings of his Love. And herein the Image of Goo, 
is again reſtored unto Man ; being made wiſe u unto 
Salvation, and acquainted with God, 


2. 1 Help is in 8 as He 18 the Foun- 
tain of Righteouſneſs, to juſtify and ſanctify us. 
_ . By 


PPP 


1. ASS] 3 

In His Blood waſhes away our Sins; his Righteouſneſs 
_ covers Our naked Souls! Thro' Faith in his Name, 
13 


d. Ne are made whole; our Sins are forgiven, and 
1, 


the our Diſeaſes healed. By this Means, our Will is a- 


gain brought into Subjection to the Will of Gop. 
en The Spirit of CartsT, takes away our Stubborn- 
ry, neſs and Rebellion, and makes us as little Chil- 
y. dren. Our Will is thus likewiſe, reſtored to the 


Image of Gop. Our Hearts are purified by Faith. 
The Spirit of Holineſs reſts upon us, and ſeals us 


en the Children of Goo. © Lo! I come, to do thy 
the Will, © Gop,“ is now the Language of the 
* reftored Soul; “ Yea, Thy Law is within my 
. Heart. Good is thy Will, O Loxp, and holy are 


ge, Word; it is ſweet to my Soul; it is Health to my 
our Bones. Here am J, do with me as ſeemeth Thee 
Good.“ 


3. Taz Lord Jesvs is our Help, as He reſtores 
a good and an enlightened Conſcience to us. It is 


our 

1 his Blood that ſprinkles our Heart from an evil 
or, Conſcience, Heb. x. 22. He purges the Conſci- 
eb, ence from dead Works, to ſerve the living Gop. 


The Witneſs of Gop, 1s thus reſtored within us; 


7 


core and a good Conſcience is a continual Feaſt. The 
Al. Soul is now ſenſible of the leaſt Tranſgreſſion. It 
He, feels not only an evil, but an ie Thought, It feverely 


cenſures itſelf for every Sin, and warns and ex- 
cites to univerſal Obedience. This is the rejoic- 
ing of the reſtored, or regenerate Man, even the 
Teſtimony of his Conſcience, that in Simplicity, 
and Godly Sincerity ; not with fleſhly Wiſdom, 
but by the Grace of God, de has his Converſation 
in the World. 


His by 1 5 
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4. Tuis Reſtoration or Help, which we have in 
CaurrsT, has its Influence on the Memory likewiſe, 
It is ſtrengthened by Grace, and made retentive of 
divine Things. We are well aſſured that CHRIST 
helps herein, in an eſpecial Manner. He ſends his 
Spirit to help our Infirmities, and to bring the 
Things of our Loxp, to our Remembrance. He 
ſettles in our Mind the Word of Life, the Com. 
mandments of our Gop., Now, the Mind calls to 
Remembrance the Goodneſs of the Lorp, and ru- 
minates on all the Works of his Hands. We look' 
back and ſurvey the Wonders of his Love, and the 
Depths of his Wiſdom and Mercy, in the Diſpoſals 
of his Providences, towards ourſelves, and Man- 
kind in general. We call to Remembrance, and 
treaſure up, the excellent Sermons, and divine 
Inſtructions, with which we are, or have been pri. 


viledged, from Gop's Word and Meſſengers. Now 


we take Delight in reading and meditating in the 
Law of God, that we may be ſkilful in the Word 
of Righteouſneſs, and be able to give an Account 
of the Hope that is in us. 


5 Monk eſpecially. Carr reftifies and reſtores 
our Paſſions and Affections. In one Senſe indeed, 
theſe are com priz ed in the Will; yet we ſpeak of 
them ſeparately, in order to a more full Illuſtration 
of the Point. All the Deſires of the Soul, whom 
CarisT thus helps, are turned towards Gop. And 
the general Language of the Heart is, Whom 
have I in Heaven but Thee, my Gop ! And there 


is none upon Earth I defire in Compariſon of 


Thee!“ The Grace of Gov mightily alters all the 
Powers of the inward Man. The divine Influences 


of the Holy Ghoſt, draw our Dekres to centre in 
Gov 


125 
Goo, Being made ſpiritual, we ſeek the Things 
of the Spirit. 


Loxy Jesus, to its proper State and Uſe, It be- 
comes as a guardian Angel, to reſtrain from Sin; 
yea, from all Appearance of Evil, Now the Man 


Sin beſide. 2. Our Hopes become rightly regu- 
lated, looking for good Things to come; for ſuch 
Things, the ExpeQation and Enjoyment of which, 
make us not aſhamed. We wait for the Accom- 


Things of Earth, being now changed and ſanctiti- 


venly Things. When Car1sT is become our Sal- 


of the Law, and the End of the Commandment ; 


Cop with all our Heart, and Soul, and Strength; 
and to love our Neighbour as ourſelves, is the 
Sum and Subſtance of all Religion; the Comple- 
tion and Accompliſhment, of all the Command- 
ments, Inſtitutions and Ordinanees of Gop. If it 
was poſſible for all other Graces to be in the Soul, 
tiey would not avail without Love, 1 Cor, 13. 

Every one that loveth, and none elſe, is born of 
Cop, and aten GOD. A 


ef « 


1. Ous Fear is reſtored, by the Grace of the ; 


fears Gop, and therefore need fear nothing, but 


pliſhment of all the great and precious Promiſes. . 
The ſole Object of our Hopes are Gon, and the 
Things of God. 3. Love, the nobleſt Pafſion of 
our Soul, which had once for its Object, the ſordid 


ed, is fixed on its proper Object, Heaven and hea- 
vation, the Love of Gop is fſhed abroad in our 
Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, given unto us. No- 


we begin to experience, how Love is the fulfilling 


all of which, are in order to reſtore, and eſtabliſh - 
the Love of Gop and Man in the Soul. To love 
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6. As in Adam all died, ſo in CnrisT are all 
made alive. Proviſion is made for the eternal Life 
of every Child of Auam, that will but come to 
CHRIST to receive it. The Bodies of the Saints 
ſhall riſe, faſhioned like unto CHRIS T's glorious, 
Body. They ſhall be. Veſſels unto Honour, meet 
for the Maſter's Uſe. They ſhall ſhine as the Stars 
for ever and ever. | 


7. LasTLY, In CuRIsv is our Help, as He deli- 
vers us from the Wrath to come. It is He who 
has the Keys of Death and Hell, and will ſuffer 
none who truſt in, and ſerve Him in Truth, to en- 
ter there. He will bring us to his Father's Reſt, 
and put us in Poſſeſſion of Heaven and Glory! 


Anp thus, O Hrael, though thou haſt deſtroyed 
thyſelf, "_ in me, is thy 8 faith the Lox. 


m. IT remains, to make: ſome Obſervations, 
and to apply the Words of the Text. And oh, that 
the God of all Grace, may influence all our Souls, 
May He give us Hearts to underſtand, in this our 
Day of Grace, the N that belong to our 
eace. | 


1. And firſt, obſerve, God does net ſay, O ye 
Gentiles, ye have deſtroyed yourſelves ; (tho' that is 
true likewiſe) but O Jae), thou haft deſtroyed thy- 
ſelf ! Ye that are called by my Name ; that are 
my peculiar People ; even you, by your Pride and 
Coveteouſneſs; by your Rebellion and Back-flid- 
ings ; by your Vanity and Hypocriſy, have de- 
ſtroyed yourſelves. And as it was in the old Fime, 
before us, ſo it is at this Day. As then, all were 
not 


. _ ä 2 
ARK PTY Nr 


3 


[27 1] 


not of Jrael, that were called Iracl, neither now, 


le are all Chriſtians, who are called Chriſtians. Have 
to not the Chriſtians deſtroyed themſelves ! Are they 
bt not flaves to Sin, and Enemies to Gov, even as 
us the Pagans who know not Gov ? O Chriſtians, ye 
et have indeed deſtroyed yourſelves! There is no 
rs Health in you. Ye eat your oton Bread, and wear 


your own Apparel; ye follow your own Deſires, and 
work Iniquity, tho' you are called after the Name 
of Cur15T, to take away your Reproach, O conſider, 
you that are ignorant, impure, and ungodly, the 
Deſtruction you have brought already, and {till are 
bringing upon your Souls. O ye that have put 
. Gop out of your Thoughts, whoſe Conſcience . is 
. aſleep; whoſe Hopes and Fears are altogcther 
-earthly, ſenſual and Deviliſh ; Confeſs your Sins 
quickly ; hamble yourſelves under the mighty Hand 
of God; abaſe your Souls before Him, leſt He ut- 
terly and eternally deſtroy you, and that without 


qd 


„ Remedy! Remember there is an © / to it, by way 
at .of man and Expoſtulation ; O, real! O Sin- 
8. ner! O Drunkard ! O Swearer! O Sabbath- Breaker! 
ur O Adulterer! O Lyar ! O covetous Idolater! O 
ur unclean Perſon! O ye Intemperate, Profane, Ef- 

feminate! O Sinners, of every Kind and Degree, 

ye have all, and every one of you, deſtroyed your- 
ye ſelves. Ve have fold yourſelves for nought. You 
is have ruined your Souls and Bodies; and are, while 
y- you thus live in Sin, making yourſelves fit Fuel for 
re everlaſting Burnings, O Adam, what haſt thou 
id done | All thy Poſterity have followed thy Exam- 
K ple, aus have deſtroyed Wen, adding Sin 
e- to din! 


2, OB» 
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2. OßsERVE Secondly; God faith, Thou hat 
deſtroyed 2/2/08 Man's Damnation is of himſelf 
. God is juſt in all his Sayings, and will be clear 
when He is judged. The Almighty has no Plea. 
ſare in the Death of a Sinner. He is clear of their 
Blood. Conſider this, ye that charge Gop fool. 

iſhly, and ſay, The Logo hath done this Evil; 
He fore-ordained Man to this Condemnation, and 
decreed to endleſs Miſery the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind.“ O horrid to think! Lory, lay not this 
Folly to their Charge; but let thoſe Mercies which 
are over all thy Works, extend to theſe alſo. 0 
do not err, my beloved Brethren. Every good, and 
every perfect Gift and Bleſſing, indeed deſcends from 
SGop; but He cannot be tempted to Evil Men 
are mp when they are drawn aſide by their 
own Luft, and ſo enticed to commit Sin. But 
Thou, O Lon p, art juſt in all thy Ways, and hoh 
in all thy Works. Thou haſt no Pleaſure at all, 
that the wicked ſhould die. Thou halt ordained no 
Man unto Wrath, but to obtain Salvation by Out 
Loxp Tus CnRISsT. No: 


No Evil can from Thee proceed, 
Tis only ſuffer'd, not decreed, 
As Darkneſs is not from the Sun, 
Nor mount the Shades till he is gone.“ 


* 
» 


3. FURTHER, although Man has deſtroyed him- 
ſelf, yet he cannot ſave himſelf. He has deſerved 
Damnation, becauſe of his Sins, but he never can 
merit Salvation by his Righteouſneſs. Thus the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, The Wages of Sin is Death, there is 
its Reward ; but eternal 125 is the Gift of GOD, 
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The Lon p faith, In Me is thy Help. Does not this 
elf. eprove the Self. righteous, and the Self- ſu flicient, 


1 who imagine they have waſhed themſelves, and are 
ea. pure from their Sins, thro” their own Obedience? 
er o my beloved, if Righteouſneſs came by the Law, 
„e hen Canisr died än vain. Some ſeek for Help 
il; Nin their Opinions; others in their Prayers, and 
and Tears; ſome in their Faſting, and giving Alms : 
in. they go to other Phyſicians .: they ſee no Need of 
thi lesvs: they are whole; they are rich, and wiſe, 
nich and holy in their own Conceits, But alas! could 
0 {Wthey but ſee what is an their Hearts, they would 
and tremble; they would not be able to lift up their 


Eyes to Heaven; much lets to expect Juſtiſicatian, 


Men by the Deeds of the . the fi/thy Rags of their 
heir own a Righteouſneſs, 

But 1 | | 
holy Tas Commandment is exceediagbroal 3 it con- 
all, Nemns every wandering, and vain Thought, even as 
d no actual Wickedneſs. - It can ſhew no Mercy, Pay 


me what thou oweſt ; pay all,” is the Language of 
the Law, Tt will admit of no coming ſhort ; it 


tinuance in / Things that are written therein, from 
all, who ſeek their Help from that Quarter. Alas, 
for the Ignorance and Folly of Sinners, who feek 
ior Salvation by the firſt Fable! O Gov, ſtrip them, 
aked, and convince them that they are altogether 


un n unclean Thing; and chat all their Righteouſ- 
Wh TWP 1³ but as Dung and Droſs before Thee. 

$ 5 O, Whoamong voor is wile: Pet * ſeek for 
wi Help d in ChxisT. He is the Saviour; chere is no 
TY). dider ; 1. know not Any. Their K Reghteouſne/s 40. of 


3 et 


nakes no Manner ef Allowance ; it requires a Con- 
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Hear the Word of the Loxp, O Iſrael, thou. baft d. 


All the Day long He meekly ſtands 


[39] | 
me, ſaith the Lax v. CRRISsT is the End of the 

Law for Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth. 
Be comforted Sinners; I bring you glad Tidings, 


Hreyed thyſelf, but in Me is thy Help! Here is Com- 
fort for the Self-deſtroyed, diſconſolate Sinner. 0 
what Words of Sweetneſs are theſe! What Baln : 
to poor, condemned, loſt Sinners! | ]Jesvs opens his | 
wounded Heart to trembling, heavy-laden Sinners! 
Yea, 7 


His Rebels to receive; | 
He ſhews his Side, He ſpreads his Hands, 
And bids you turn, and live ! 


Turn, and your Sins bf deepeſt dye, 
He will with Blood efface; EM 
 F'en now He waits his Blood t apply, 
he ſav'd, be ſav'd by Grace!“ a 


© what Love is in the Heart of God our Saviour! 
that He ſhould procure, and wait to beſtow Salve 
tion on the vileſt of Sinners! | | 


| Conceive thou heareſt the Loxd ſpeaking thu 
to thee, (indeed it is the Senſe of his holy Word 
and the Voice of his Spirit within us.) O Sinnen, 
ye have deſtroyed yourſelves, by original, and bj 
actual Sins; you are blind and naked, wretcht 
and helpleſs ! Your Hearts are hard; your Cote 
ſciences paſt feeling; your Souls are ſick, un 
Death: You deſerve nought but Damnation; J 
are only fit for Hell; your Souls and Bodies are 1 


at] 

of evil Diſcafes, and Sin, and Miſery t And more- 
over, you cannot help yourſelves. It is impoſhble 
for you, ever to help or heal your on Souls. All 
you have ever done, or can, or ſhall do, cannot put 
away the Guilt of any one of your Sins; or waſh 
away one ſingle Stain of Corruption. Now you are 
juſtly guilty, and Jam juſt, and able to caſt your 
Body and Soul into Hell-fire, there to be tormented 
Night and Day, to all Eternity. And this is all 
your own Doing : I am clear of your Blood : I have 
reproved and warned you; but it was all in vain : 
you would not liſten to my Voice, but perverily 
followed your own Will and Defires ; and there- 
fore are you come into this deplorable Situation, 
Yet, nevertheleſs, I ſay unto thee now, Ariſe, and 
waſh away thy Sins, Awake, O Sleeper ! No lon- 
ger reſt ſecure, on the Brink of endleſs Ruin! Call, 
call inftantly upon thy Gop ! Seek Him while he 
may bg found. Turn unto me, with thy whole 
Heart, and not feignedly,”” faith the Loxp. Look 
unto Him, whom your Sins have pierced, and 
E mourn! Believe in the Loxp Jesus CRRIST, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


I cannot conclude without giving an Exhortation 
to you, who have taſted that the Loxv is gracious, 
and have his Salvation, in part, brought into your 
Souls. I beſeech you, my dearly beloved, to 
labour after Growth in Grace, and continually to 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, The Will 
of God is your Sanctification à and if you follow 
on to know Him, He will circumciſe your Hearts 
to love Him; He will . Purge you, and make you 
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the Mind that was in Cu 1s; to be altogether re. 


 thren, let Gos be true, and all theſe Lyars. Tho 


Sin has abounded, Grace doth much more abound. 


in the foregoing Sermon. That 4s, 
«Poor in Spirit, a Mourner after God, h 


L 32 
koly before Him, in Love. You ſhall be unblanm. 
ple, and unreprovable in his Sight, Col. i. 22, Con- 
ider, whereunto-you are called; even unto all Ho. 

*lineſs, both of Heart and Life: to have in you all 


newed. Or, as St. Paul ſpeaks, to be transformet 
into the Image of Gob, frem Glory to Glory! 
This is the Prize of your high- Calling, thus to par- 
take of a divine Nature; even ſo, that al Thing 
within you may become new. I know indeed, thei 
Devil, the World, and your own unbelieving Heart 
Will - fay, *© This is impoſſble; we never can be 
thus holy and happy, as you ſay.” May, my Bre. 
it is impoſſible to Nature, it is not to Gop. When 
We can do all Things thro? CarisT ſtrengthening 
s. If we cannot be ſuch Perſons as the Word de. 
ſeribes, wherefore hath the Lon p sequired: cheſe 
Things from us? That Hechas required; we ſhoull 
tbe pure and perſect, I need give no other Prook, 
chut refer you to our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, 
And to confirm, that all He ſpoke that Day, ſhoull 
* be fulfilled, in the Hearts and Lives of Believers 
He adds, Whoſoever heareth theſe Sayings & 
mine, and doth them, -ſhall:be like a wiſe Man, that 
built his Houſe upon a Rock, &c. But whoſoeve 
-heareth theſe Sayings of mine, and keepeth them 
not, ſhall be like a fooliſh Man, that built by 
Houſe :ypon the Sand, &c. You may here ob 
«ſerve, that our Saviour calls him a wiſe Man; who 
-heareth and doeh, whatfoever Things he had. fad 
3 i 
mee 
7 Spin 
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Spirit, hungers and thirſts after Righteouſneſs ; 

is pure in Heart, and a Peace-maker : the Man 

that has all theſe holy Tempers, and adds all the 

outward Works of Righteouſneſs to them, is wiſe 

to Salvation; and builds on the Rock CHRIST, 

Gold, Silver, and precious Stones; whatſoever Things 

are lovely, or of good Report. You likewiſe ob- 

ſerve, that he who comes ſhort of theſe, is a fooliſh 
Man ; a fooliſh Virgin,” who will be ſhut out of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as wanting the Oil of Love, 
and Joy of Peace; as not having the Image of 
Gon ſtamped upon the Soul. Thus he that break- 
eth, or neglecteth, or denyeth the leaſt of CHRIST's 

Commandments, ſhall be the leaſt 1 in the Kingdom 
Heaven, 


Now I commend you to Gop, and to the Word 
of his Grace. And I beſeech the Lok p, ſo to en- 
lignten your Minds this Day, that your Underſtand- 
ing, Will, and Affections, being ſanctiſied, you 
may diſcern, and embrace the Things which make 
for your eternal Peace. O may you feel a Poſſeſſion 
of God within your own Souls! May you live to 
his Glory, and die in his Favour, and be for ever 
Nappy with the Lord ! ! Even with Thee, O JIxsus, 
0 whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be 


he Kingdom, Power and Glory, now and for ever, 
men. 


Hearkening 
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Hearkening to JESUS. 


DISCOURSE 


MATTHEW, xvii, 5. 


Hear e Him. 


b HE Loxp thy Gop, ſaid Moſes, to il 

I Chrildren of //72), will raiſe up unto th 
2 Prophet, from the Midft of thee, of thy Brethr 
like unto Me, unto Him ye ſhall hearken, Dal 
Xviii. 15. The Lord confirms the Words of li 
Servant, and commands all to hearken to his 800 
to Him who ſpake, as never Man ſpake. Graff 
was poured into his Lips, and dwelt in his Heal 
without Meaſure. Tho'-our Saviour was in 
Form of a Servant in this World, yet He gave mall 
-miraculous and undeniable Proofs, of his eterii 
Power and God-head. The Context affords us 
ſacred Hiſtory of our Lox 1's Transfiguration, wi 
eminently diſplay'd, that He was the Lok fidl 
"Heaven ; that Prophet whom we are bound to hl 
in all Things, whatſoever He commands us. 


AY IAA OR REC mrs . 
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2. In the foregoing Chapter, he told his Diſci- 
5, that He muſt go to Feru/alem, and ſuffer many 
ings: of the Elders, and Chief. Prieſts, and 
ibes, and be killed. This greatly affected them; 
row immediately filled their Hearts; and Peter 
eing forward on every Occaſion) took him, and 
gan to rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from 
ee, Maſter.” But O, how much Ignorance, and 
If, was in this Rebuke ! How little did Peter 
ider, that it behoved CHRIST to ſuffer ; ſince 
erwiſe we muſt have periſhed everlaſtingly ! 

t the compaſſionate Jesvs, to comfort and en- 
rage them, After ſix Days, took Peter, and 
mes, and John his Brother, and brought them up 

o an high Mountain apart; and was transfigur- 
(or transformed) before them. And his Face 
ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment was white as 
Light. And behold there appeared unto them 
, and Elias, talking with Him. Then an- 
ed Peter, and ſaid unto Jesus, Lord it is good 
us to be here! If Thou wilt, let us make three 
dernacles. One for Thee, and one for Maſes, 
one for Elias. While he yet ſpake, behold a 
ht Cloud over-ſhadowed them, and a Voice out 


„ Dal 
of It 
is Sol 


 Graifihe Cloud, which faid, © This is my beloved 

s Han in whom I am well pleaſed, Hear ye Him!“ 
in e thus was ſhewn, who He was, even the Son 

ye mu oo. | | 

- eternd We” 


ds us ty Our Lon d now manifeſted a Part of the Glory, 

n, wih He had with the Father, before the World 
o fron, ſufficient to convince the Diſciples, that all 
erin Heaven and Earth, was' in his Hands ; 

| that therefore, his Suffering and Death, which 
ſong before, He mentioned to them, ſhould be 
vo- 


38 
voluntary, of his own Cho ce, the Effect of inf. 
nite Love ! To confirm the Apoſtles ſtill more, the 
Father ſpeaks, as above, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom Jam well pleaſed, Hear ye H IM!” Hex 
Him in all Things. He is Gop, All-ſufficient! 
Jesvs, JEHOVAH, over all, bleſſed for ever! He 
is Wiſe, and Great, and Good! He will neither 
ſay, or command ought, but what is THY: Jul, 
and Good. Therefore, Hear Je Him ! 

4. BuT Cutis is now in Heaven 2 we ſhal 
ſee Him no more, in his human Form (with our bo. 
dily Eyes) till He appears on the great, white Thrant 
to judge the World in Righteouſneſs. How the 
can we hearken to Him? Can we aſcend into Hes 
ven, to bring Him down from above? To hex 
Him utter from his gracious Lips, the Words of e 
ternal Life? This need not be: Lo, the Words 
nigh thee. Whatſoever was written, by the hol 
Men of old Time, was written for our Learning; 
and if CRRI87 Himſelf, was again to return to Earth 
He would not alter his Speech, or preach ' any 6 
ther Goſpel, than that He has left us. We her 
Him in his Word, in our Hearts, and by his Ms 
niſters. Whoſo heareth and receiveth theſe, ha 
and receive CuRIST, chat ſent rem.” 


of 


5. The Deſign of this Diſcourſe, 3 is to enforel 
divine Command, Hear ye Him. In order to why , 
I ſhall ſpeak to four Claſſes of People ; and exhd 
them to hear what CHRIST, in his holy e {al 
to them, Namely, ; # 


[ 37} 


I. To thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins 
and yet are at Eaſe in Sion. 


nk 
>, the 
| Son, 
Hear 
dent! 
He 
either 
Jul, 


II. To thoſe who are of a poor and contrite Spi- 
rit, and tremble at Gop's Word. 


III. To ſuch as have taſted that hs Lond 1s gra- 
ious, having the Knowledge of ns * the 
Remiſſion of their Sins. = | 3 


IV. To thoſe who once ran well, but whom Sater 
has hindred : that is, Backſliders. 


Bron | | 1 
the I. 1. And firſt, I am to ſpeak to thoſe who are 
He ead in Trepaſſes and Sins, and yet are at Eaſe in 


Sion. And O, that the Almighty would apply his 
Vord to your Hearts | Take Knowledge then, ye 
inners againſt your own Souls, that ye are Stran- 
gers to GoD, having your Underſtanding darkened, 


rning WWWhro' the Blindneſs of your Hearts. Ye are Ene- 
Earth nies to Him, in your Mind, and by wicked Works. 
any re Word of Gop pronounces concerning all 
* 


leſh, that we are altogether born in Sin, dead and 
blind, corrupt and abominable; that we are A- 
heiſts in the World, © Ye Serpents, ye Genera- 
lon of Vipers,” was the Word of CuxisT to the 
Phariſees, and is ſtill his Word to all impenitent 
dinners. Wo, faith the Logy, to them that are at 
ale in Sion! Awake then, O thou that lleepeſt, 
nd ariſe from the Dead ! 


. You are not only ignorant of, and Enemies to 
eos, without Righteouſneſs, or Holineſs ; but you 
m it Ukewiſe wathout ſtrength, to help and reſtore 
D your 


3' 8 | | 
1 135 1 
11 yourſelves. As well might the Ethiopian chang 
3 | his Skin, or the Leopard bis Spots, as you can, d 
1 yourſelves, turn unto the Loxp and live. You ay 
Hick unto Death; yet there is no Medicine in th 
Power, to heal thy Sickneſs; that i is, none Which 
thou canſt purchaſe by thy Righteouſneſs. Yu 
have nothing to pay (O, that you were but ſenſiþ} 
of this!) You are guilty, and can in no wiſe vis 
dicate yourſelf. Could Naaman cure his own Le. 
proſy ? Could Lazarus raiſe himſelf to Life? 0 
Bartimeus open his blind Eyes? You know they 
could not: neither can a dead Sinner quicken, en. 
lighten, or heal his own Soul. Sinner, know this: 
and then, O then, take Knowledge, that there i 
Help laid upon One that is mighty! There is Ban 
in Gilead ; ; there is a 8 there ! 


14. 3. Hrar the Lox p ſpeaking, concerning what 
0 a you deſerve. And it is no leſs than Hell fir, 
3 | wp YT he Soul that ſinneth ſhall die. Curſed is 6 


1 very one that continueth not in all Things, that at 
gp ff written in the Book of the Law to do them. The 
15 Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, again al 


1 Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. Indi 
— 1 nation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, up 


4 i k; A every Soul of Man that doeth Evil. He that ſowel 
_ . to the F leſh, ſhall of the Fleſh my Corruption,” 


_ HT a 
7 - 
„ AVIRA Ry. oy. 


kt gill endet declares, that except ye repelk 
1" ye Tall all periſh, You have not only deſerved 

Damnation, but will ſurely be damned, unleſs J 
caſt away your Tranſgreſſions. You muſt % the di. 
become the Friend and favourite of JIEsus, elſe tif 


Father's Wrath will conſume thee eternally ; )- 
thougl 


ä * 
AG A at 7 = 
— 


8 „ 
— 22 0 ²̃ ² ² — — az 
- —— 2 * 
- _ 


r 


5 33 
— — 
3 — 6m i — ontiniges, oh n 4 — 
. hes, * A * 
2 mT” S 238 


„7 > ————— r 


| 6 [ 39 J 5 
x tough it be kindled but a little, The Wicked ſhall 
* OB . vurned into Hell, and all the People tbat forget God. "4 
thy 5. Hzar him calling upon you to repent. © Turn 
hich ye, turn ye from your evil Ways, for Why will ye 
Yai die, O Houſe of Iſrael ! Rent your Hearts and not 
be (that is, rather than) your Garments, and turn td 
vin. the Lord your God. Let the Wicked forſake his 
| Le Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and 
? oi let them return unto the Loxp, for he will have 
the Mercy upon them, and unto our Gov, for he will 
V en abundantly pardon,” 


ere it 6. Hzar the Lord encouraging you, Him 
Ba that cometh unto Me, I will in no wiſe caſt out.“ 
Yes, though you are a Sinner, a great Sinner, a ſtub- 

burn Sinner, an old Sinner, having your Bones 

what full of the Sins of your Youth ; yea, tho? thou 
1 fire, mayeſt be an univerſal Sinner; a Brand juſt fit for 
is el the burning, yet thy Gop calleth Thee! He en- 
at u courageth thee, ſaying, © All Manner of Sin and 


THY Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven unto Men.” 4, Man- 


inſt A 7; O Words of greateſt Mercy, Sweetneſs, and 
Indiz Encouragement ! A. Manner of Uncleanneſs, Ido- 
„ upoi latry, Sabbath-breaking, Lying, Adultery, Forni- 
ſowetb | cation; 477 Manner of Hell-deſervingneſs, ſhall be 


ion.“ forgiven every poor, penitent Believer in CHRIST. 
The Blood of JIEsus, can make thee white as 


repent Snow. 

efervel 5 
eſs yol II. 1. Hear Him, all ye that feel your Guilt and 
the du Miſery. His Thoughts and Words concerning you, 


are all Mercy and Compaſſion. Unto that Man 
will I look, ſaith the Lord (i. e. him will I regard 


trem- 


e 


and relieve,) who is of a contrite Spirit, and that 
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de of a eontrite Spirit. B/e/ed are the Poor in Spirit , 


'@ Sore and a heavy Burthen, and are pained to 


W Lord, we are poor, blind and needy Creatures ; 
we have not ſo much as a Mite, towards the Ran- 


ingly !” Such are the poor in Spirit, whom Curisr 


Heaven. Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy ſhall 


You ſhall receive of his Fulneſs, and Grace for Grace. 


[ 40 ] 
trembles at my Word.” Yes, the Loxp healeth 
thoſe that are of a broken Heart, and ſaveth ſuch a; 


that is, all who,/ee/ themſelves Sinners, who ſuſtain 


be delivered; who feel they have nothing to 
pay, and who eſteem their own Righteouſneſ; 
as filthy Rags; the Language of whoſe Heart is, 


fom of our Souls from everlaſting Perdition ; we 
muſt be ſaved by free Grace, or periſh everlaſt- 


has pronounced bleſſed ; for theirs is the Kingdom of 


fill their Hearts; and becauſe they have nothing to 
pay, he will frankly forgive them all. Their Sins 
hall not be ſo much as remembered againſt them, 


O ye trembling, burthen'd, Sin-ſick Souls, the 
Loxp, whom you ſeek, will ſuddenly come to his 
Temple ! 'The Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe 
upon you, with healing in his Wings; for ſurely you 
fear his Name. His Salvation is nigh them that 
fear him, that Glory may dwell in our Land. He 
will ever be mindful of his Covenant. The Lox 
will brake your Bonds in ſunder. The Son ſhall 
make you free, and you ſhall be free indeed 


Jesus CnrisT came to preach the Goſpel to the 
Poor, to bind up the broken in Heart, to preach De- 
liverance to the Captives, and Recovery of Sight to 
the Blind; to comfort all that mourn. They that 
go forth weeping, bearing precious Seed, ſhall 


return with Joy, bringing their Sheaves with them. 
They 


ith the Lox p, will appoint unto them that mourn 


#3 n Sion, Beauty for Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for | 
ain ſourning, and the Garments of Praiſe, for the 
du pirit of Heavineſs. I will not leave you comfort- 
bd 7 : I will come unto you. You ſhall return to 
15 ion with Joy and Gladneſs; Sorrow and Sighing * 
on. all be for ever done away, and everlaſting Glory 
all reft upon you!“ | 

an- e 

1 2. Yer again, I ſay Hear Him, all ye that mourn, : 
iar nd refuſe to be comforted, till you find Jesvs. | 


our Sorrow ſhall not endure long: the Gop whom 


e ſeek, will come and ſave you. Be not caſt down. 
hy is your Soul diſquieted within you! Truft in 


im, becauſe of the Light of his Countenance. 
lis Bowels yearn over you; your Tears are in his 
ottle: tho' He hides his Face from you, as it 
ere for a Moment, yet He will come, and receive 


ariſe ou with everlaſting Loving-kindneſs ! O then, 
you our Heart ſhall rejoice, and your Joy no Man ſhall 
that ke from you! 995 ” 

ozw 3. Vov hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs; .. 


nd J, faith the Logp, will pour Water upon him 


ll pour out my Spirit upon you. Ho! Every 
e that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters ; 
me, buy and eat; yea, buy Wine and Milk. 
thout Money, and without Price. Whoſoever 
ll, let him come and take of the Water of Life 
zely. Eat, O Friends, and drink; yea drink a- 
ndantly, O beloved. Eat ye that MNhich is good, 
d let your Soul delight itſelf in Fatneſs, All 
| D 3 Things 


% 


They that ſow in Tears, ſhall reap in Joy. * . 
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de filled; ye ſhall be ſatisfied; as with Marroyf 


His Love ſhall fill the whole Capacity of your Soul, 


[ 42 
Things are ready ; there is bread enough, and ty 
ſpare, for you all! „ Come unto Me,“ faith 
CHRIST. And again, Him that cometh unty 
Me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. He that cometh 
unto Me ſhall never hunger; and he that belieyeth 
in Me, ſhall never thirſt ; for the Water that I will 
give him, ſhall be in him a Fountain of living Wa. 
ter, ſpringing up into everlaſting Life.” Ye ſhal 


and Fatneſs ; ; yea, with all the Fulneſs of Gop 


The Time of Refreſhing ſhall come from the Pre. 
ſence of the Lord ; and then with Joy ſhall ye 
draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation. 


Come then, ye Souls by Sin oppreſt, 
Ye reſtleſs Wand'rers after Reſt, 
Ye poor and maim'd, and halt and blind, 
In CaR1sT a hearty Welcome find! 


Jzsvs to you his Fulneſs brings, 

A Feaſt of Marrow, and fat Things : : 
All, all in CHRIS, is freely given, 
Pardon, and Holineſs, and Heaven ! ” 


4. O, How graciouſly does He cry to you, thit 
are weary, and heavy-laden, Come unto Me, and 
Iwill give you Reſt ; *? Reſt from the Guilt, the 
Power, and the Puniſhment of Sin. All theſe gri 
cious Declarations, Encouragements, and [Invitt! 
tions, are addreſſed to you, that are of a penitell} 
and weary Spirit. And ſuch are all thofe, who. !. 
Are ſtript of Self-ſufficiency. 2. Mourn fur Go 
3. Hunger and thirſt after CurisT, and his Righ 
teouſneſs. Theſe are not far from the Kingdom 
God. The Time of your Redemption is at * 


1, that 
le, and 
It, the 
ſe gri 
Invite 


nite; 


ho !. 


$ Rig 
dom 0 


t Hat 
0 


Sins are forgiven ! 


Soul! We cry out of the Deeps. 
Come! Lox p, we come unto Thee! Take and ſeal | 


(43 ] 


O, hear Jusus, pioneering concerning thee, Thy 


out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own Name's Sake.” 

Now, believeſt thou this? If you read over the 
whole Book of God, there is nothing to be found, 
but great and precious, Promiſes, to penitent Sinners; 
as on the other hand, all the Curſes, Woes, and 


Threatenings in the Bible, are againſt impenitent 


« ], even I, am He that blotteth 


Sinners, Scribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites ; Who 


cover themſelves with their own Righteouſneſe; 
are rich in their own Conceit, encreaſed with Goods, 
and think they have nced of nothing. There is 
not in the whole Book of Go, one Intimation of 


Comfort for Perſons of this Character. 


Bur O, ye afflicted Ones ! 


Words, and comfortable for you. Believe in Him, 


- CyrIsT has good 


for the Remiſſion of your Sins. Behold Him! Behold _ 


Him! He preſents, and offers Pardon to thee, even 


now. Embrace the Promiſes. Hope againſt Hope. 


Hear the Words of eternal Life! Speak Lonp !:Com- 
We wait for the /all 


mand the Light to ſhine, 
fill Voice, that whiſpers all our Sins forgiven. O 
that the Hour was now come ! O that we could but 
believe! Lox p, help my Unbelief ! I would fain 
draw near unto Thee! Thou haſt ſpoken with a 


again ; ſpeak the Life-giving Word into my poor 
Thou ſayeſt 


us for thine own, Pulfil thy Word in us; waſh us, 


and we ſhall be clean 3 we mall have Part with 
Thee ! 


* " 3844 * 41 
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mighty Voice, and we have heard Thee: O ſpeak 
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[ 44 ] 


III. r. As for thoſe who have taſted' that the 


Eorp is gracious; to whom, in the third Place, 


we conſider CHRIS T as ſpeaking. Hear Him de. 
ſcribe your State. 1. Your Sins are forgiven, Fr. 
*xxi, 33. The Anger of Gop is turned away from 
you, J xii. 1. Nothing can be laid to your Charge; 
for there is no Condemnation to thoſe that are in 
nns JEsvs, Rom. viii. 1. The Love of Goo 
is ſhed abroad in your Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt, 


given unto you, Rom. v. 5. Yea, your very Bodies 


re the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. VI, 19. 
Ye have received not the Spirit of Bondage again to 


fear; but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 


whereby ye c:y, Abba, Father. The ſame Spirit 
beareth Witneſs with your Spirit, that ye are the 

Children of Gop, Row, viii. Thoſe who believe 

in the Name of CuxIs r, receive Power to become 
the Sons of Gop, Jobn i. 12. In ſhort, you area. 

choſen Generation, a royal e an holy Na- 

tion, a peculiar People, Pet. ii. 9. Theſe are the 

Perſons whom CnrasT means by "his" Sheep, Jen 

K. 14, And thus we ind true Believers deſctibed ' 

in Scripture : they are the Light of the World; : ths 

Glory of the whole Earth. 


2. Hear Him exhorting you to Obedience. 

« Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they 
may ſee your good Works, and glorify your Father, 
which is in Heaven, Matt. v. 16. Gop hath called 


you to Holineſs. Be ye therefore holy, as He that 


hath called you is holy, in all manner of Converſa- 
tion. Whatſoever ye do, do it with your Might, 
unto the Los Db. Keep your Heart with all Dili. 
gence. Let your Converſation be in Grace, as 


becometh the Goſpel of CHRIST. Do juſtly, love 
| | Mercy 


N 
0 


1451 


tient Continuance in Well-doing, ſeek for Honour, 
and Glory, and Immortality. O pray always, and 


er. o not faint. Watch diligently; read humbly; 
you ear attentively; communicate reverently ; deny 
e; ourſelf daily; be ready every Moment, to take up 
BY our Crofs, and follow IEs us, to Stripes, to Priſon, 
00 and to Death ! Give up thy Soul, thy Body, thy 
ft, ime, thy Subſtance to the Loxy. He is the Au- 
jez bor of eternal Salvation to all who thus obey Him. 
* 3, Hear his Promiſes. I know my Sheep, and am 
n, we of mine; and I will give unto them eternal 
irit ife, and they ſhall never periſh. Fear thou not, for J 
the m with thee ; be not diſmay'd, for IJ am thy Gow: I 
ebe will ſtrengthen thee; yea, Iwill help thee, yea, Iwill 
1. phold thee with the right Hand of my Righteouſneſs. 
ez Weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſ- 
I r. You ſhall go thro? the Fire, and it ſhall not burn 
che 4 and thro” the Floods, and they ſhall not drown 
bs hee. For the Lox p Gop is a Sun, and a Shield. 
Lad He is faithful, and has promiſed not to ſuffer you 
ha o be tempted above what you are able to bear; 
Put will, with the Temptation, make a Way to ef- 
_  MEipe, that you may be able to bear it. In the 
EEE orld indeed, you muſt expect Tribulation; but 
hey n Cnaisr you ſhall have Peace. Underneath you 
ner, the everlaſting Arms. The Gop of Jace 1 is the 
led rengch of his Children's Salvation. 
that | we; - 8 
1 Tuksk are a few of the precious Promiſes, which 
cht, ier has made, to obedient Believers. Againſt 
5 i heſe, the Gates of Hell ſhall never be able to pre- 
as al. The Loxo will i never leave nor forſake you; but 
Fo ill preſerve you, by his mighty Power, thro' Faith, 
ercy eternal Salvation, 


Mercy, and walk humbly with your Gon, By pa- 
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am, there ye may be alſo.” And further, 


Heaven is yours! God is your Father, 2 Cor, vi. 


heritance, Heb. xi. 1 Pet, i. and you fhal 


more, neither ſhall ye thirſt any more; but the 


were better never to know the Way of Righteouf- 


he that deſpiſed Maſebs Law, dyed without Mercy, 


PPP r 8 


1461 


4. LasTLY, Hear Him concerning ydur everlaſt. 
ing Inheritance, In my Father's Houſe are many 
Manſions : I go to prepare a Place for you. And il 
I go, and prepare a Place for you, I will come 2. 
gain, and receive you unto Myſelf, that where 


will be thy Shield, and thy exceeding great Re. 
ward.” He will with-hold no Manner of Thing 
that is Good, from his upright Servants. Grace 
and Glory, the unſearchable Riches of CRI, 
all is yours. All Holineſs, and all Happineſs ; all 


CHr1sT is your Brether, Heb. ii. The Holy Ghok 
is your Comforter, John xvi, The Church is your 
Mother, F/. xly. The Miniſters of CR AIST are 
your Servants, 1 Cor, ii.. The Angels of Goy 
are your Guardians, Hes. i. Heaven is your In. 


ſhortly be there! O then, you ſhall hunger 10 


Lamb, which is in the Midſt of the Throne, 
ſhall lead you to Fountains of living Waters, and 
Gov ſhall wipe away all Tears from your Eyes. You 
ſhall be remembred when the Loxv maketh up 
his Jewels : | 


IV. 1. Hear Him, in the laſt Pier ye Backfliding 
Children. Thus faith the Lox p, „If any Ma 
draw back, my Soul hath no Pleaſure in him.“ 1 


neſs, than after one has known it, to turn his Back 
to the holy Commandment, delivered unto him. I 


under two or three Witneſſes ; Of how much for? 
Puniſhment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 


who hath trodden under Foot the Son of God, bo 
r 


1 47 ] 


hath counted the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith 


— he was ſanctified, an unholy thing; thus doing Deſ- 
ndit pight to the Spirit of Grace? He that knowing 
ne . his Maſters Will, doeth it not, deſerves to be beaten 
ere | with many Stripes. Alas! Are you not twice dead? 


Withered Branches, who have grieved and tempted 
- Re. the oy of the Loxp, cauſing him to depart 


hing from you? You once ran well; but have been hin- 
Jract dered, you have turned again to Folly. Wherefore 


2 157, our ſecond State is worſe than the firſt. 
ö all 1 8 | 5 1 | 3 4+, 
. vi. 2. YET once again, O ye Backſliders, Hear the 


Ghot I Loa v's Counſel, Remember from whence you are 


your fallen, and Repent, and do the firſt Works,” Con- 


* are ider How it has been with you in Days that are 
God paſt ; what Faith, and Joy, and Peace and Love, 
r In. ¶ you once enjoyed, while the Candle of the Loa 

ſhall I none upon your Head, and your Goings were di- 
er w reed by his Eye. O repent of your Fall. Be 
it the BW aflicted and mourn; and do not reſt till the Loꝶ p 
one, WF ſpeaks again to your Heart, Be of good Courage, 


„an Lam merciful to thine Iniquity ; I do not condemn 
vou Thee !“ 


3. And, for your Encouragement, Hear what 
5 the Loxp ſaith, I will heal their Backſlidings, I 
liding A will love them freely.” Chriſt hath purchaſed, and 
beſtows Gifts upon the Rebellious : even upon ſuch 
% as once fought under his Banner, againſt the World, 
teoul- Wi the Fleſh, and the Devil, but have now deſerted 
Him. Only take with you Words and return. Ac- 
knowledge your Perfidy, and vow Allegiance to your 
rightful Loxp. Determine rather to dye the moſt 
aflictive, ſhameful Death, than flinch from Him 

| any 
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any more. So will thy merciful LogD receive thes. 
graciouſly, and upbraid thee not. | 


4. But ſhouldſt thou ſtill harden thyſelf in thy 
Folly, and refuſe to return. and repent, of thy 
treacherous Dealing ; O take Heed leſt he purpoſe 
in his Diſpleaſure, My Spirit ſnall no more ſtrive 

with thee.” Unleſs thou repenteſt, he will re- 
move the Candleſtick from thee ; and perhaps leave 
thee only a fearful looking for of Judgment, and fiery 
Indignation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries of 
the Loxyd. He will take the Word of his Truth 
utterly away from thee, and leave thee to the Hard- 
neſs and Inſenſibility of a wretched revolting Heart. 
O take Heed ! Do not crucify afreſh the Lok 


of Glory, nor put Him, any longer to an open 


Shame | 

5. As for you, who are diſconſolate; being ſen- 
fibly touched with a Feeling of your deep Wants ; 
to you I preach CHRIST crucified, I preach Him an 
inſtant Saviour. Now behold the Lamb of Gov ! 
I beſeech you to come to Him. He is gracious, 
and willing to receive you. His Heart is full of 
Compaſſion, and his Arms are open, to accept and 
embrace you all! O be not unbelieving ; venture 
your Souls upon Him. Put the Loxd to it. Plead 
the Promiſes. God, by his own Word, has engaged 
Himſelf to have Mercy upon you, For tho' you 
have followed after many Lovers, yet Return unto 
Me, ſaith the Loxp, and I will have Mercy upon 
. you.” | 


O, but you may ſay, ©, We are not yet humble 
enough; we have not ſhed Tears, nor pray'd e- 
LE nough 


— 
Pay Li” an | 


* 
—— 
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nough.” Would to Gop you were more humble, 
and that you could weep and pray much more 
zbundantly : But fill, remember, this is not the 
Cauſe of your Juſtification, in Whole, nor in Part. 
No, if you truſt in theſe, or in any Thing you can 
poſſibly do or ſuffer, you lay another Foundation, 
WE than Cna 1s r, and the Scriptures affirm, * Other 


Foundation can no Man lay, than that which is 


laid, even the Loxp JEsus CHRIST. Whoſoever 
thou art, that feeleſt thy Sins a ſore Burthen, and 
earneſtly deſireſt CHRIST to be thy Saviour; know 
that Faith alone, is required of thee, in order to 
thy Acceptance with Gop. If thou haft nothing to 
[pay ; if thou haſt no Dependance on thyſelf, or any 
other Creature, or Thing ; ; then come to CurisT ; 

He will frankly forgive you all. O, come to your 
Log ! Come, poor, deſtitute, forſaken, and for- 
lorn as thou art; He wills He will receive thee ? 


* 

is Love is mighty to compell! 

p His conqu'ring Love vouchſafe to feel, 
l Vvield to his Love's reſiſtleſs „ 


And fight againſt Nour Gop no more! ! 


f ; 
d * i 33 , = * a | y 
g Come to Him now; throw yourſelf into his Arms! 
1 day unto Him „Here am J, Loxp, a vile, 


4 backſliding Sinner. I have grieved thy Spirit, 
Wounded my Conſcience, and conftrained Thee to 


. depart from me. All my Nature is unclean, is 

din! J am full of e every Evil; neither have I Power 
turn to Thee. I well know all my Prayers, 
Tears, Groans, and Cries, cannot ſave me : but O, 

le my God, my Saviour! I come to Thee, te receive 

E thy free and undeſerved Mercy. ] aſk Forgiveneſs 

th E in 
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50 b 
in the Name of Cx Is! I caſt my Soul upon tþ 
Merits of his paſſion! Loxb Jesvs, ſave, O ſay 
a loſt Sinner, that flies to thy Breaſt ! Enable mt 
to believe in Thee. Help me to lay hold on th 
1 Promiſes. Apply thy Blood to my wounded $y 
[ rit LO thou Friend of Sinners, look upon 
Criminal at thy Throne of Grace! Make this 
me 2 Time of Love ! Put upon me the Garmen 
of Salvation, the Robe of Righteouſneſs ; and le 
me go away rejoicing and praiſing Gop !”” 


he 


As for you, who are Believers in CRHRTST. 
U have an Unction from the Holy One, and knq 
1 all Things. You are hereby taught what Mann 
; of Perſons ye ought to be, in all holy Converſatia 
and Godlineſs. Yet I tir up your pure Minds, h 
way of Remembrance. O conſider what Gov h 
done for, and in you, and be thankful. Weg 
well the Duties He requires of you, and be exact! 
the Performance of them. Do the Will of Gn 
from the Heart. Be obedient in all Things. 8 
behold the Joy, the Glory that is ſet before yor 
and be encourag'd to preſs forwards, There is lai 
up for you in Heaven an exceeding, and eterii 
= Weight of Glory ! Wherefore comfort yourſelye 
1 with theſe Things. | | 
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he Great Salvation, ond the Danger Fa 
OT. it. 5 


+13 


ISC O * RSE, 


Hes, ii. 1 


1 22 ſhall we eſcape, if we neglef ſo great Sal- s 
1 vation ? 


HE LoxpD Gop has no Pleaſure in the Death 
of a Sinner : For as he is loving to every 
he would have all Men to come to the 

owledge of the Truth, and be ſaved. Gon 

loved the World, that he gave his only be- 
nen Son, that all who believe in Him, ſhould 

t periſh, but have everlaſting life. Therefore, 
the Apoſtle obferves in the context, © We 

pht to give the more earneſt heed to the Things 

ch we have heard, left at any Time we ſhould 
tem ſlip : for if the Word ſpoken by Angels was 

Waſt, and every Tranſgreflion and Diſobedience, 

ved a juſt Recompence of Reward ; How ſhall 
eſcape if we neglect ſo great Sabai - which 

the firſt began to he preach'd by the Lox p, and 
confirmed to us "7 them that heard Him? — 

Thus 


il 


[ 52'] 


Thus the infpir'd Writer, ſhews and enforces, the 
Excellency and Preciouſneſs of the Redemption which 


is In, and through our Lorp Jesvs CHRIST; who 
of Gop is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſ. 


neſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption. Fron 


the Words of the Text I ſhall Conſider, 


I. That the Goſpel Salvation is great. 


II. That the Neglecters of this Salvation ſhall b: 
ſorely puniſhed. | 


III. I ſhall make ſome Application. 


I. I am to ſhew that the Goſpel Salvation is preat, 


And this will appear. 1. By comparing it with o- 
ther Deliverances that have been wrought even by 
Go Himſelf, ' 2. By conſidering Who the Author 
of it is? 3. The Means made Uſe of to accom- 
pliſh it ? And 4. The Salvation itſelf, or the Be- 
nefits that accrue to us thro' Jesvs CHRIST. 


1. TRE Deliverance of Noah from the general De- 
ſtruction, brought upon the old World, by the 
Flood, was wonderful ; but it is much inferiout 
to the Deliverance of our Souls, from the Deluge 
of Gop's Wrath, which we obtain by the Goſpel. 


The Preſervation of Lot from Deſtruction in Som, 


e "Py 


was great, but the Salvation which we obtain by 
the Goſpel, from the Vengeance of eternal Fire, 1 
far greater — We may Inſtance in Daniel, and the 
three Children, in the Fiery Furnace : Vet ſtill, al, 
this is not to be compared with the Deliverance ac 
compliſhed by Jssus CnrisT, for thoſe that le. 


ceive Him. He ſaves them from the roaring Lion, 
| 5 the 


an — 4. _ ee ge” WE < 
DX m— 5 * * DDr " 


s ELITE ny r e 
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f — aſcendeth up for ever and ever. 


« 6. Even the mighty Gop, the Father of Eternity. 

e Prince of Peace. He was not a meer Man, 
ran Angel; but Gov, manifeſt in the Fleſh ; yea, 
at Gop whio is over all; by whom all Things: 
vere made, and by whom they {till ſubſiſt. Gop 

oked to ſee if there was any to help, and there} 
15 not one, that could recover Man from his A- 


oſtacy. He muſt fave Man: Himſelf, or 2 muſt 
eriſh for ever. BY: | 4s 425558 


3. As to the Means which Os hah made Uſe of to 
ccompliſh Man's Salvation. The Scripture tells us, 
hat He was made in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, Rom. 


th all its Miferies,: and Infirmities, Sin only ex- 
epted. This appeared from His being a Man of 
orrows, and acquainted with Grief. And He not 


fliftion and Temptation, for near thirty-four 
fears; but He alſo laid down his Life, for our 
danſom. Without ſhedding of Blood, there could 
e no Remĩſſion; and, only the precious Blood of 
his imaculate Landy could have put away our Sin: 
lood, which becauſe of its ineſtimable Worth, is 

alled The Blood: of rn; es XX, 28. 7 


4 * 
3 * 


ito thoſe who are real "Chriſtians, - I ſhall conſider 


led * the bag Ant N 


B 3 8 1. 


de Devil, and from the Fiery Furnace, the ſmoak 


2. Taz Author of this Salvation. is -lleluribed; J. 4 


1. 3. that is, He took our human Nature upon Him, 


Du took on Him our Nature, and ſuffered much 
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MH at large; this indeed is and chiefly Thing in- * 
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the Sinner has in the Blood of CnAIStr, in the Mo. 


| ſhould boaſt, Epbh. ii. 9. CnRISx is the ſole Cauſe 


pe ſhould not ſerve Sin. And again, at the fours 


1 54 3 

1. TyroUGn CnRISsT, we are ſaved from the 
Guilt of all our Sins. There is no Condemnation 
to them that are in CHAIsT Jesus, Rom. viii. 1, 
All that believe in Him, are juſtified from al 
Things. AZ#s xiii. 30. By being ſaved from the 
Guilt of Sin, I mean, that free Redemption which 


ment he lays hold on the Promiſe by Faith. The 
Words of St. Peter confirm this: To Him (i. e. tu 
CHRIST) bear all the Prophets Witneſs, That who. 
ſoever believeth in Him, ſhould receive Forgivench 
of Sins, Acts x. 43. This is the Gift of Gop, By 
Grace our Sins are forgiven ; for by Grace we arc 
ſaved through Faith, and that not of ourſelves, it 
is the Gift of Gop : not of Works, leſt any Man 


of our Juſtification, What He did, and ſuffered, 
and ever pleads, as our High Prieft, is the merito- 
rious Cauſe of our Acceptance with .Gop. And 
Faith is the only Condition, on which we receive 
this Atonement ; or, the Inſtrument by which ne 
apprehend the Love and Righteouſneſs of Goo, 
in CnhRIST Jesus. | . 


2. Tayroven CHRIST, Believers are ſaved from 
the Power of Sin. This is copiouſly ſet forth by 
St. Paul, in the Sixth Chapter to the Romazns. "Thus 
faith the Apoſtle, at the ſixth Verſe 3 ;Knowing 
this, that our Old Man is crucified with Him, tha 
the Body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth 


teenth Verſe, Sin ſhall not have Dominion ove! 
you, for ye are not under the Law, but under 
Grace, Even under that Grace that bringeth 1 
7 5 7, 4K „„ , , 0a 


( 55 ] 
ation, and that leadeth you to renounce all Un- 
-odlineſs, and Worldly Defires. The Son hath 
made you free. He hath made you victorious over 
Sin, You trample it under your Feet. You are 
crucified with CarisT. Sin is conquered, and 
Grace reigns. through Righteouſneſs. Thoſe that 
receive Remiſſion of Sins, in the ſame Moment re- 
eive Power, to forſake all outward Sin, and to keep 
down inward Sin. The Law of the Spirit of Life, 
which is through Car1sT Jesvs, hath made them 
ree from the Law of Sin and Death ng. 
3. BELIEVERS are ſaved through CHRIST, from 
he Contagion of Sin. He deſtroys all the Works of 
the Devil. He brings in everlaſting Righteoufneſs,” 
He fully ſaves His People from their Sins. He 
heals all their Diſeaſes, and cleanſes them from alt 
/nrighteouſneſs. This is largely promiſed and 
xplained in the thirty-fixth Chapter of Ezete/, 
from the twenty-fifth, to the twenty-ninth Verſe, 
here God promiſes, ns 8 


1. Tnar He will cleanſe them from all their 
filthineſs and Idols. 2. Give them a new Heart, 
and a right Spirit. 3. Give them his Spirit. 4. 
auſe them to walk in his Statutes, to keep his 


udgments, and to do them. 5. That they ſhall 
ee ſaved from all their Uncleanneſſes. This is the 
at 


Reſt that remains for the People of Gon. Agree- 
able to theſe Words of the Prophet, are the Wordy 
F the Apoſtle, Epb. 4. Col. 1. Tit. 2. which 


jet rompared and joined together, abundantly prove, 
er That Gop's People, who exerciſe themſelves unto 
al- odlineſs, are, not only, A choſen Generation, and 


® Royal Prieſthood; but alſo, an holy Nation, a 
| pe- 
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Fear that has Torment, 1 John iv. 18. 1, From the 


Bodies of the Saints ſhall be faſhioned like to the 


( 56 ] 
peculiar People, who are called out of. Darkneſs into 
marvellous. Light, that they may ſhew forth the 
Virtues of CHRIST JE sus. Thus they are Partak. 
ers of a divine Nature. The great and pace 
Promiſes are fulfilled in them. 


4. Trey that are «rem the Body of din 
and Death, are ſaved likewiſe from Fear, from all 


Fear of Man. 2. From the Fear of Death; for noy 
they can triumph, and ſay, O Death, where is thy. 
Sting! The Sting of Death is Sin; but their Sins 
are forgiven ; therefore the Fear of Death terriſies 
them no more, 3. From the. Fear of Hell, or the 
Wrath of Gop. Thus is turned away, //a. xu. 1, 


5. BELIEVERS are ſaved from the Power of the 
Grave. This Corruption ſhall put on Incorruption, 
and this Mortal. ſhall put on Immortality. The 


glorious Body of CHRIST, P41. iii. 18. Thus, 0 
Grave! He will be oe Deſtruction, 


6. TRE Saints mall be ſaved Gee Hell, and 44 | 
Miſery. All Tears ſhall be wiped away from their 
Eyes, Rev. vil. 17. They ſhall have Fulneſs of Joy, 
and Pleaſure for ever more! They are faved from 
Sin, and Hell, and Miſery, into 1 8 an 
Glory 1 | 


II. I come in the ſecond Place to ſhew, that the 
Neglecters of this Salvation, ſhall be ſorely puniſ- 
ed; for as the Apoſtle ſaith, If the Word ſpoken If 
Angels, on Mount Sinai, at the Promulgation of the 
Tas was ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſgreſſon, er 


ee 3 * od 
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iſfobedience, received a juſt Recompence of Reward, 
How ſhall we efcape, if we negle& ſo great Salva- 
ation ?? That is, If we thro' Careleſſneſs or Stub- 
bornneſs, neglect to make our Calling and Election 


un. 


Blood (with which He ſeals his Covenant) an unholy, 


de, who neglect it. Nothing can poſſibly provoke 
he Lox Dp Gop more, than that Men ſhould ſlight 
His Mercy, which He has ſo ſtupendouſly and won- 
lerfully maniſeſted, in CHRIST His Son. The Son 
uſt alſo be angry, that after all He has done for 
is Vineyard, Men ſhould make light of His Love, 
hich He has ſhewn in dying for them. But to ex- 
lain this Point more particularly. It is neceſſary 
o ſhew, that impenitent Sinners, of every kind, do 


/ 


1. Thoſe that never ſeriouſly conſider their latter 
nd ; that ſeldom cry for Mercy, or Forgiveneſs ; 
hoſe that deſpiſe the Grace of CHRIST, and have 
o reliſh for ſpiritual Things, have that which CON - 
lemns them in their own Breaſts, even that Moni- 


1 er Conſcience, which Gop has placed in the Soul, 
ne bear witneſs againſt their ungodly Deeds. Their 
nd n Heart condemns them, whether they will or 


dem the Error of their Ways, and the iminent 


There is no Peace, ſaith my Gop, tothe Wicked, //a. 


he Pu. 20, 21. Indeed, how ſhould they have Peace? 
le Wrath of Gop abideth on them; they are miſera« 
i | ble. 


ſure : If we trample under Foot the Son of Gon, 
his Love in dying for us, and efteem his precious 


r common Thing? The greater the Salvation 
„ the more grievous will the Damnation of thoſe | 


ot, and cannot eſcape the Vengeance of Gov. And 


o. Gop ſhines often into their Souls, and ſhews 


he anger they are in. Therefore they are like the 
h- oobled Sea, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt, 
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Joyful, we know that they are not ſo in Reality, 
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ble; they have no ſolid Joy, no permanent Plea. 
ſure. Gop hath reſerved Happineſs in Himſelf, and 
He is reſolved it ſhall be never given to the Diſc. 
bedient, All the Happineſs of the Wicked, is like 
the Morning Cloud, and the early Dew ; there is a 
Curſe on them, and on whatſoever they do. So that 
even in this Life, Gop often ſeverely paniſhes thoſe 
that abuſe his Mercy ; that negle& his Salvation, 


AxD altho' the Ungodly may ſeem to be eaſy anl 


While there is Hardneſs of Heart, and Ignorance of 
CHRIST, the Soul muſt be miſerable. For as the 
Righteous have two Heavens, viz. a Heaven of 
Grace here, and a Heaven of Glory in the World 
to come; even ſo, the Neglecters of the great Sal. 


vation, are in a Senſe damned while they live; the 


Pangs of Hell get hold on them; the Worm that 
dies not, is gnawing them; the Dogs of Hell av 
often let looſe on them ; eſpecially when they come 
to die; then they are confounded : All their miſer- 
able Comforters forſake them: Die they muſt! 
And O! what breaking of Bones is this ! This 
is unto them the Beginning of that Sorrow that 
ſhall never end! If they look back, they fee no- 
thing but Sin and Shame in all their Life : if for- 
ward, Hell and Wrath are before them. If they 
look up, they muſt ſee an angry GoD ; and if down, 
an open Gulph ! Undoubtedly, the Devil, and his 
Angels, are ready to ſeize on the Souls of the Ungod- 


ly immediately. The Sinner is hedged in on ever 
Side. | | 


2. But ſuppoſing thoſe that negle& the great gal- 


vation could eſcape in this Life, they cannet how- 
| . eve! 


—_— 2 


ever eſcape in the World to come ; for all their 
Works ſhall be brought into Judgment. They 
ſhall not go unpuniſned: No; ſtrong is the Loxp, 
who judgeth them; and He is righteous and terri- 
ble too. When the Day of His Wrath is come, the 
Neglecte rs of the great Salvation, ſhall not be able 
to fit in Judgment, nor ſtand in the Congregation 
of the Righteous : The Books ſhall be opened! 
even their Conſcience, to bear Witneſs againſt 
them. And another Book ſhall be opened, that is, 
the Book of Remembrance, where all their Omiſſi- 


ons, and Commiſſions, and all their Vileneſſes are 


regiſtered, And then, Where ſhall the Wicked, 
land Ungodly appear! This is the Day of Ven- 
geance of our Gop, when His Son ſhall be exalted 
on the holy Hill of S%%, to make His Enemies His 
Foot-ſtool. Now the Wicked will call upon the 
Rocks, and the Mountains to fall upon them, and 
cover them from the Face of Almighty Gop! And 
in one Senſe, they ſhall get the Thing that they de- 
ſire: for the Rocks will fall upon them, to grind 
them to Powder. Then ſhall they be bound in 
Bundles, to burn them up, Matt. xiii. 30. 


Ac al, The Vengeance of Gop will ſtill purſue 
them ; they ſhall be caſt into that Lake that burn- 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
1 Death, Rev. xxi. 8. Where the Smoke of their 
is {WI orments, aſcends up for ever, and ever! Now the 
d. vicked are in their own Place: and for this Reaſon, 
„V becauſe they would not have the Fear of the 
Wok ; they would not have CHRIST to reign over 
them ; they rejected his Counſel, and would none 
0 his Reproof; therefore He laughs at their Cala- 
ity, and mocks when their Fear cometh. All the 
Curſes of Gop ; all the Threatnings in the Bible, 
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ing Conſiderations. And 


[ 60 ] 
are now inflicted upon them. The Vials of Gon 
Wrath are poured down upon them. Here ar 
Weeping, and Lamentation and Woe ! Thus they 
that neglect the great Salvation, ſhall go into ever. 


laſting Fire, and have their Portion with the Devil 
and his Angels; where their Worm ſhall not die, 
neither ſhall their Fire be quenched ! You ſee cleath 
the wicked cannot eſcape, neither in the Day 
Judgment, or in Eternity, But Gop will thy 


avenge Himſelf on his l 


III. I come in the laſt Place, to apply che Preced- 


+ 


1. IT may be obſerved, How glorious this Del. 
verance is, which hath been acompliſhed by Cari: 
how far ſuperior to all thoſe wonderful Works and 
Deliverances, which Gop wrought in old Time, 
We are now ſaved from Sin and Wrath ; ſaved i 
the Ark of the Covenant, even CHRIST. He is ou 
hiding Place, and our Rock of Defence. J. xxxi 


2. We are ſaved from a Deluge of Wrath al 


Miſery, much worſe than that which deſtroyed tle 


old World ; but more of this hereafter, 


2. From what has been conſidered, it is eaſy t 


obſerve. 1. How heinous muſt Sin be in the 


Sight of Go! He would not let it go unpuniſhe 
though the Puniſhment fell upon his well below 


Son! O, what a complicated Crime was that dg 


Adam | And how great Evils are all our Sins, feel 
no leſs a Perſon than the Mighty Gop, could atont 
for them ! The deteftable Nature, and dangerW 
Conſequences of Sin, are fully diſcovered, 1 


in the Wounds and Sufferings of the Son of Gon 
Conſider 


611 
Conſider this, ye that talk of little Sins : See what 
n coſt to redeem the fallen Race! O let holy In- 
"WY dignation riſe in your Breaſt, againſt your Sins: 
lay them, hate them, be afflicted on their Account, 
and caſt them all away for N 1 


* 


0 


3. How infinite, how inconceivable was the Love 
of Gon towards Sinners, that He ſhould give us His 
only begotten Son, to redeem our Souls from Sin 
and Death! John iii. 16. Loxp, What is Man, that 
Thou ſhouldeſt ſo regard him! O Sinners, ſee the 
Love of CHRIST to your poor Souls! When no 0-- 
ther Ranſom could purchaſe, He gives Himſelf for 
us. He dies, the Juſt for the . Unjuſt, to bring us to 
Gop ! See how He bears our Sins in his own. Body 
upon the Tree! Behold the Man! The Man of Sor- 
rows, and acquainted with Grief ! Was there ever 
Love or Sorrow, like unto Thine, O Jesus! O Be- 
loved, Does not the Love of CHRIST conſtrain you 
to love Him! Can you any longer neglect the great 
Salvation ! Why will ye die? O, why will ye per- 
ſiſt in Sin? The Lok of Life, has ſhed his preci- 
ous Blood to ſave you! Come, draw near unto Him: 
[fly to the Arms of his Love: hide you in his open 
Wounds, Do not any more think light of his dy- 
ing Love. Let-it melt down your Stubbornneſs. O 


hor ourſelves; and ſhew unto us of the Things of 
Jesus! Now turn away thy Wrath from us, and fill 
our Souls with Joy and Peace i in believing. 


Il 65 | 
3. I beſeech you to gde with great Seriout 
neſs, the great, the glorious Salvation which is of- 


fered to you by the Goſpel. O come, whatever 


ous 


be 


God, give us a Sight of our Sins, that we may ab- 


elſe you veg do not Ln this! It is much to 
F 
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and Hell, and Wrath; in ſhort, from all Miſery 


2 ” we 
- > oe IRE, OE. WS... ow OC 


5 Him. Waſh us, O Loxp, and make us clean! 0 


Sins. Do not deceive your own Souls. If Cari 
| Religion i is vain, If ever you enter into Glory, yol 


Body of Sin muſt be deſtroyed. That is, all ol 
Things muſt be done away, 2 Cor. v. 17. And th 


be defired ! It is precious and lovely; it yields 6; 


all good Things. To be ſaved from the Guilt, the 
Power, the Defilement of Sin; from all Fear of Death 


and moreover, to be made Partakers of the TInherit- 
ance of the Saints in Light; to come to God's eter. 
nal Joy! O, what a Salvation is this ! My Bre. 
thren, ſeek it while it may be found. Never ret, 
till your Souls are releaſed from the Bondage of 
Corruption, and brought into the Liberty of the 
Sons of Gop. Now is the Time, that the Grace of 
Gop muſt appear to you, to ſave you from all Sin. 
The Blood and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, muſt be 
applied, and brought into your Souls. We mu 
now know CRRIS T for ourſelves. Unleſs we ar: 
waſhed with his Blood, we can have no Part with 


— SE - 5 


deliver us from the Body of this Death! 


n 


O pray, and cry, till you know that God is your 
Salvation. Cry for the Spirit of Adoption, to pu- 
rify your Hearts. Believe for the Remiſſion of you 


does not dwell in your Hearts by F aith ; if He doe 
not ſhed abroad his Love there, your Faith, your 


muſt be juſtified, in the Name of the Loxp Jesus, 
and ſanctiſied by the Spirit of our Gop, All tht 


muſt be done here, even in the preſent World, i 
there is no Work, nor Device, nor Wiſdom, dr 
-Knowledge in the Grave, whither we go. 


FE A — — rene 1 
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4. Remember how: it ſhall happen to all thoſe that 

he Gop; to thoſe who are, diſobedient, and de- 

ſpiſe the Riches of Gov's Grace. T hey ſhall be 
puniſhed both in Time, and in Eternity. Gop hath 
curſed them, and they cannot be bleſſed. They ſhall 

have a trembling Heart, and failing of Eyes ; nei- 

ther ſhall they be able to find Reſt for Body or 
Soul. My dear Friends, let me freely ſpeak unto 
Hou; and do not count me your Enemy for telling 
| you the Truth. Have you not negleQed this Sal- 


which God hath ſent you! He has warned you to 
flee from the Wrath to come; but alas, you are, 


many of you yet in your Sins. O make no more 


dizes, or any of the Cares of this Life, take up 
| your Hearts, and all your Time. Count all but 


ledge of Cnr1sT Jesvs our Lord. O kiſs the Son, 
leſt He be angry with you, and ſwear in his Wrath, 


ar you ſhall never taſte of my Supper | 

u-. ; ; 
I 5. Now pluck out the right Eye. Cut off the 
cbt Hand: Lay aſide every Weight: And what - 
oe hi ever Sin does moſt eafily beſet you. Unlefs you 
oy are thus minded: unleſs you put this in Execution, 
5 you cannot eſcape the Damnation of Hell. God 
7 will bring you to Judgment. O you ſtout-hearted, 


Heirs of Woe; ye Murtherers of your own Souls ! 
Repent, repent. Turn to Gop, while Mercy's Door 
Iis open, before you are conſigned over to the Tor- 
mentors ! You know vou are not happy now. No; 
How ſhould you, while you neglect the great Salva- 
tion? And the Miſery you now feel in your Body, 
| and 


vation? Have you not made light of the Meſſage | 


lame Excuſes. Let not your Farms, your Merchan- 


Droſs and Dung, in Compariſon of the ſaving Know- 


Y if-necked Sinners! Ve Enemies of Gov; ye 
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lifted up to cut you down, You have cumbhere 


Souls are waſhed in the Blood of the Lamb ! 


hate him; he never propheſies Good concerning 
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while you are living in Rebellion againſt Goo, | 
you, in the Name of Gop, How can you ſtand be. 


your Soul of you, How could you anſwer befor 
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not, theſe Words which you hear this Day, will ir 


ar 1 
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me tell you, Gov is willing to forgive you all. Af 
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and Mind, is only the Beginning of your Sorrows, 
Juſtice is puniſhing you. The Arm of the Loxy i 


the Ground, Alas, How long! O Gov, in the 
Midſt of Wrath, remember Mercy. Spare us, good 
Lov, till we recover our ſpiritual Health; till ou 


6. Say not, % We cannot bear this Man; we 
us.” I can propheſy nothing better concerning you 
dare not ſpeak ſmooth Things to you. No; I ak 
fore the righteous Judge ? If He was 79 to requit 


Him, for having neglected the great Salvation? 
Would, your vain and worldly Excuſes ſatisfy Him? 
Alas, you know they would not. I warn you thi 
Day, to cait away your 'Tranſgrefſions, I call Hes. 
ven and Earth to witneſs againſt you, that if you d 


creaſe your Damnation to all Eternity; and Hor 
then can you dwell with everlaſting Burnings : 0 
that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes Four 
tains of Tears, that I might weep over your dying 
Souls! O that I could perſuade 48 to be reconciled 
to Gon I 


SF 


«CY Aoki now, left any mould 5 Jeſpain lt 


ter al! you have done, He will take you into his Ir 
vour. Here is a treat Salvation for great Sinn 
Come, though your Sins be as Scarlet, they cans 


made as white as Snow, in the Blood of Cary 


| [ 65] 
Be encouraged. Draw near and hear, and your 
Soul ſhall live. I Es us, the Sinner's Friend, is ready 
to receive you, He came to ſave ſuch poor, vile, 
helpleſs Sinners as we are. Methinks your Hearts 
begin to relent. You ſeem deſirous to ſee Jesvs, 
Log, carry on the Work Thou haſt begun. 


. Yer, faith the Loxp, I am willing to have 


all your Diſeaſes. My Heart is filled with Pity to- 
towards you, I love you ſtill; and rejoice to bleſs 
you, and make you happy. How can you doubt of 
this? Could there be any greater Inſtance of my 
great Love for your Souls, than what I have ſhown ? 
| have given my only begotten Son to die for you. 
1 have alſo ſent you my Spirit, and my Meſſengers, 
to woo you, and beſeech you to be reconciled to 
Me. And O Sinners, Will you now heatken unto 


Will you be forgiven, and that freely ? Are _ yau 
atisfied to caſt away your Tranſgreſſions, and be 


mighty ? Can you hold out any more? Does not 
your Mifery move you ? Does not my Love conſtrain 
you ? O let ſomething prevail! I am not willing 
that any of you ſhould periſh. I ſwear unto you, 
L have no Pleaſure in your Death. O believe this, 
and now receive my Son. I give Him to you 
reely, Take Him and uſe Him, as you. ſtand in 
Need of Him, Let Him be for Light, and for 
omfort, for Righteouſneſs, and for Strength | unto 
en. And moreover, I will give you My Holy 
| hi to guide you, and aſſiſt you; and ſtill more, 
ter I have Prepared you fer Glory, I will give 


Mercy upon you, to forgive all your Sins, to heal 


Me? Will you be wiſe, and accept this Mercy, ? 
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| you: a Crown, and a Kingdom. You ſhall fit at my 
| Table, and dwell i in my. Houſe, and have the Prhi. 
i | leges of Sons. Your Sins ſhall not be mentioned tg 

| you. I will love vou, as though you had never of. 
Il! Ended ME. | | 


4 | 9. Now I ay O Sinner, If thou didſt bear the Laid 
i ſpeak thus unto” Thee, ſure thou wouldſt leave thy 
$3 Sins, and accept of Mercy. Why then theſe ar, 
in Effect, the very Words of Gop, He reaſon 
19 with you, after this Manner. Well may you and! 
make anſwer and ſay, „It is true Log, I ama 
i} = helpleſs Sinner, I condemn myſelf. I abba 
ft = myſelf as in Duſt and Aſhes. And O my Gov, | 
| i admire and embrace thy Mercy: I fly to Thee fo 
| Succour, and Salvation! I am deſtitute of all Good. 
0 O be it unto me according to thy Word! Recein 
me gracioufly, and love me freely. Sanctify n: 
HH wholly, and fave me eternally ! ” Js this the Lat 
| guage of thine Heart, O thou afflicted, and toſſe 
with Tempeſt, and not comforted ? Be of gol 
Courage then; thou art not far from the Kingdon 
ot God. The Time of your Redemption is at hand 

x Come Loxp Jxsus, come quickly. 
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10. To conclude, I beſeech you BED to reſt till you 
| Hearts are thus broken ; till your are deeply ſenfibl 
{ j : of your loſt Eſtate, and fly to Him for Mercy. Ai 
. | ye that know what is in your Heart, Cry, O c 
| mightily unto the Lok b, till he gives you Reſt fi 
ith - your Soul. You that are jnſtified freely, thr 
i the Redemption that is in Jesvus Cart 

ſee that ye walk as becometh the Goſpel, - Be! 


Followers of Gop as dear Children; and 1 
of 
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Love: the Love of Gop and Man. Abound in 
erery Good Word and Work, Your Prayers, and 
Tears, and Hearing and Communicating, will not 
indeed merit Heaven, Jesvs CarisT hath done 
this. Yet you are called upon to walk in theſe Or- 
dinances of G0 blameleſs. You are created in 
CarisrT JEsus, unto Good Works, in which Gon 
hath appointed you ſhould walk, Do not therefore 
imagine that I have been making void the Law 
through Faith; Gop forbid; I know the Law 1s 
Holy, and the Commandment Holy, and Juſt and 
Good: that is, if a Man uſe it lawfully; for the End 
that Gop gave it; as a School-maſter to bring us to 
CHRIST, 24 after we are juſtified, to be a Rule of 
Life unto us. Let us thus love the Law of the Logo, 
and keep the Covenant of our Gop, that we may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect 
Will of Gop ! To whom be the Glory, Kingdom 


a. and Dominion, through our LoxD Jr:vs Curtsr, 
it . orld without End. Amen. 
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FESUS CHRIST made of GOD unte 

Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanf#:fication and 
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| =, Redemption. 
C 
1 4 
DISCOURSE 
. 


1 0K. i. 30. 


But of him are ye in CHRIST JES 
who of GOD tis made unto us Wiſd:m, Righte- 
| ouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption. 


1 O D made Man in his own Image, and 
A crowned him with Glory and Honour. But 
Man, by finning, ſoon diveſted himſelf of this Image 
and Glory, and “ brought Death into the World, 
with all our Woe.” . He fell from his Gos, and 
became miſerable ; rendered himſelf incapable df 
doing his Maker's Will, or procuring his Favour. 
Both his Body and Soul were defiled ; there remait- 
ed no ſound Part in him. Lifted up with Pride, 
he aſpired to be like God, and ſo fell into the 
Condemnation of the Devil. The Seed of the Set- 

l pent was infuſed into him, and he retained, in path 
the very Image of Satan. „ 


2. 


[ 69 ] 

2. Bur all this Evil did not terminate in the firſt 
Man : No; In Adam all died, and fell ſhort of the 
Glory; the glorious Image of Gop. By his one 
Ofence, Fudgment came upon all Men, to Condemnation : 
80 that every Child of Adum, is conceived and born 
in fin : We are all Children of Wrath. We have 
every one a ſtrong Propenſity to Evil, and an 
Zverſion to Good. OS 


„ Moreover, Man has improved his Stock of 
Wickedaeſs, and is more and more alienated from 
Gop, by actual, wilful Tranſgreſſion. He is, in 
this Senſe, tavice dead. Hence the Scripture hath con- 
tuged all Men under Sin: Every Mouth is ſtopped, 
and all the World become guilty before Gop, So 
that ſhould He enter into Judgment with the whole 
Human Race, no Fleſh living could be juſtified in 


the Devil, and his Angels. 


4. HoweveR, bad as his State is, Man is not ir- 
recoverably lot, No; * Gop ſo loved the World, 
tiat He gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life.” St. Paul, who determined with. 
himſelf, to know nothing ſave Jesvs CHRIST, and 


the Riches of God's free and ſovereign Grace, for 
the Salvation of Sinners, in the Son of his Love. 
Indeed the main Drift of this Epiſtle, is to ſhew 


ſthro' CHRIST, for the Redemption of the whole 
World. In the preceding Verſes, he intimates the 
Ignorance, Unrighteouſneſs, Corruption, and Sla- 
very of Mankind ; and then introduces the glad 
| Tid- 


his Sight. But all muſt have their Portion with 


Him crucified, had a ſingular Talent, to ſet forth 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gob, in providing, 
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_ Tidings contained in the Text “Fut of Hin, 


are ye, in CHRIST JEsus, who of Gop is made 


[ 70 ] 
(that is of Gop's free Love, and boundleſs Mercy 


unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, au 
Redemption.” And thus where Sin hath abound. 
ed, Grace hath much more abounded ; that 2 
Sin hath reigned unto Death, by one, (nameh 
Adam) ſo Grace might reign through Righteouſnez 
unto eternal Life, by Jesus CHRISTH our Loy, 
In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall follow the 
Order laid down by the Apoſtle. His Words ar 
beautifully connected; he digs deep, and lays hi 
Foundation ſure ; And on it, builds Gold, Silver 
and precious Stones : and thus aſcends fair and 
high in the Chriftian Fabrick. Let us then con 


I. How is CuzrsT made unto us of Gov, Wilden 
IT. Righteouſneſs ? | 
III. Sanctification ? 


IV. And laſtly, Redemption ? 


Loxp JEsos, L undertake this in thy Name, | 
am now about to fpeak ef Thee. Ah, my 83 
viour, ſtand by me; direct my Heart and Lips 
Let me advance nothing of my own; but let this 
eternal Trath and Grace, be fully known to al 
that ſhall hear. Lok p, anſwer and help, for thy 
Mercy's Sake ! 1 8 7 


! 


I. How is CHRIST made unto us of Go Wil 
dom ? iſt, As a Teacher ſent from Gov, ul“ 
brings Life and Immortality to Light by the Goſpel 
And adly. As it is He that inwardly enlightens dt 
Soul, and ſhews us our real Condition. A 


\ 


* 


T1]. 

I, ho a Teacher, ſent from Gov, he unfolds the 
yſteries of Godlineſs, and lets us into an entirely 
bew Scene of divine Things, which had been hid 
rom Ages and Generations. The Prophets and 
joly Men of old, who have been ſince the Founda- 
ion of the World, had much Light into, and 
Knowledge of the Things and Truths of Gov, 
This they owed to the Spirit of CHRIST, which was 
n them. They ſpake as they were moved (carried 
bway) by the Holy Ghoſt. But all their Light and 
Lnowledge, was in Comparifon of that which 
HRIST revealed, but as the Light of a Candle, to 
hat of the Sun. In this Senſe alſo, that which 
as glorious, had no Glory in this Reſpect, 
decauſe of the Glory that excelled. Grace and 
Truth, ſpiritual and immortal Life, all came by 
sus CHRIST. The Scribes and Phariſees, were 
he ſtated and celebrated Teachers in the Jewiſh 
hurch ; but Jesus CHRIST's Teaching far exceed- 
d theirs. See Malib. v. 21. &c. 7, 29. He has 
taken away the Veil, and ſet forth the Law of Goo, 
in all its native Beauty, He has explained the 
ength and Breadth, and Heigth of that Holineſs, 
ithout which no Man ſhall ſee the Loxp. Our 
Lox is properly called, The Wors, and Wiſdom of 
ob. He reveals Things which, were hid, not 
only from Men, but Angels alſo. He is the Bright, 
and the Morning Star; the Sun of Righteouinels ; 
he Light of the World! He is the Day-ſpring from 
in High; which, when we ſat in Darkneſs, and in 
be Shadow of Death, aroſe to viſit us. 'The whole 
ath is lightened with his Glory 


% + 


He teacheth us concerning the Father ; his 


Salvation. So that henceforth, „ This is the Con 


[72 ] 
eternal Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, and Truth 
He only has explained the true Senſe of the 
divine Law. He teacheth How Sinners x 
ſaved from Sin and Wrath ; namely, thro? his own 
Blood and Righteouſneſs. It is from CRN IST Him. 
ſelf, that we are inſtructed, concerning the ſpiritual 
Union of Believers with Gov, thro' Him. By Hin 
we are taught concerning the Reſurrection from the 
Dead, and etergal Judgment. He firſt explicith 
treated of eternal Life, and eternal Death. To 
CR 157, our great Prophet alone, we are indebted 
for theſe Diſcoveries. He is the faithful, and the 
true Witneſs ; the Author and Giver of all tw} 
Wiſdom. 5 e 


Wr are no longer left to the uncertain Accounts df 
Tradition. This indeed had its Uſe for a Time, 
Thus dam, as may well be ſuppoſed, informed 
Seth, of every material Tranſa&ion, from the Creation 
to his Time. Se did the ſame to his Son Exot: and 
ſo on, to Mui, to Abra, and till the Time of Mii, 
But we have a ſurer Word of Prophecy than all thi 
Jesvs CRRIST, the Beginning of the Creation df 
Gop, who was in the Boſom of the Father from. 
Eternity, He hath opened his Mouth, and inſtrudted 
us in all Things neceſſary, to our becoming wile und 


demnation, that Light is come into the World 
but Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, becaul 
their Deeds are Evil.“ With regard to Multituds 
therefore, even to this Day, it may be ſaid, as o 
old, © Darkneſs covers the Earth, and groſs Dark: 
neſs the People.“ hg 


* 
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+, Tuovon ſtill, this external Information, and 
Diſcovery of Things, unknown of old, would be far 
ort of what we need, did not Cnr1sT till go 

further, and enlighten the Soul inwardly, to Know 
;tſelf, and to know its Goo. Know thyſelf.” A 

Sentence ſo much admired in the Heathen World, 
nd thought worthy to be inſcribed in Gold, is the 
tilt Leſſon which Chriſtianity teacheth. But this 
js learned only by the Illumination of Jusus 
8157. He, not only takes away the Veil from 
the Word, but likewiſe from our Heart. He, as 
he eternal Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, ſhines 
Inwardly upon us: And, as in the Beginning, He 
ommanded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, ſo 
doth He now, ſhine into the Dungeon of Sinner“ 


Hearts, and diſcover the Myftery of Iniquity that 


ne, Wodges there. | 

md | | | 

io Taru firſt Work of the Holy Spirit, ſent in 
2nd | 


tie Name of CHRIST, is to convince us of Sin, 

thn xvi, 8. The Sword of the Spirit muſt wound 
he Conſcience, and the Hammer of Gop's Word, 
reak the ſtony Heart, before Cur15sT pours in the 

ine and Oil of his precious Mercy. They that 
we whole have no Need of a Phyſician, but they 
hat are fick, Mark ii. 17. The Law of Gov, com- 
Wh home to the Conſcience, convinces the Sinner 


* df all his filthy Rags, and ſees himſelf in a deſperate 
and damnable State. What muſt I do to be 
alk. | 


hat Jam, who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 
his Death! Wo is me, I am fo faſt bound in Pri- 
en, that I cannot come forth. My Soul 1s — 

rwe Or- 
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of inward and ſpiritual Wickedneſs, as well as of 
dutward Tranſgreſſion. The Sinner becomes ſtript 


wed ?” is then his Language, O wretched Man 
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[74] 
ſorrowful : God be merciful to me a Sinner! Logy, 
ſave or I periſh ! Out of the * I cry unto AY 
© hear me 9 5 f 


Turn is fulfilled theſe Words. 0 Thu: fink 
the Lord, we have heard a Voice of trembling, of 


Fear, and not of Peace: Aſk ye now and fee, whe. 


ther a Man doth travail with Child. Wherefore do 


J ſee every Man with his Hands upon his Loins, a 

a Woman in Travail? And all Faces are turned t 
paleneſs. Alas! for that Day is great, fo that 
none is like it; it is even the Time of Jacob's Trou. 
ble.” Thus, the Fear of the Lord, is the begin- 
ning of Wiſdom. When the Soul of a poor, pr. 


fane, ungodly Sinner, is powerfully awakened, by 


the Spirit of CHRIST, he is fore amazed; and at 
the Diſcovery of his foul Stains, cryes out, I ne- 
ver thought I was ſuch a Wretch : ſuch a very De. 
vil incarnate ! O Gop, my whole Soul is a Sink df 


Iniquity; an Habitation of Dragons, and of even 


hurtful Thing!“ 


Taz Sinner is now convinced he has no Faith; 


no true, ſaving, Chriſtian Faith. He ſees his Soul 


naked, and feels the Wrath of Gop abiding upos 


him. The Curſe of the Law takes Place in him; 


_ Confuſion and Miſery are before his Eyes. Ala, 
(is then his Language) I once thought myſelf rid 


and encreaſed with Goods, having need of Nothing: 
But I now diſcern, that I am wretched, and miſera- 


ble, and poor, and blind and naked. Should tht 
Lon o enter into Judgment with me, my Soul muſt 


periſh everlaſtingly. Lok p, how have I deceive 
myſelf! I thought I was a Chriſtian ; I ignorant!f 
imagined that my own Doings might ſave me, (4 


' teak 


le 


L254 


leaſt in Part.) But now, I ſee plainly that all my 
Works, even the very beſt of them, have had in 
em the Nature of Sin; neither can they avail, in 
the ſmalleſt Meaſure, towards my Juſtification,” 


truly awakened Sinner. And concerning theſe, it 
ay be ee 


1. THAT no ſooner does a Perſon diſcover himſelf 
n ſuch wretched Circumſtances, but he begins to 
mend his Ways, and his Doings; and to turn to 
he LoRÞ his Gop. Even e Spirit of Bondage im- 
lies, a breaking off from outward Wickedneſs, and 
n Endeavour to walk in the Practice of Chriſtian 
duties, with regard both to Gop and Man.“ 


2. HE has the greateſt Averſion to Sin; a per- 
& Hatred to his former Wickedneſs; and eſpecially 
gainſt the Sin that did moſt eaſily beſet hm. He 
reads offending Gop any more; he fears the en- 
eaſing his Torments; the doing Violence to his now 
lightened Conſcience. It is true, that while a Per- 
n is only under the Law, he finds a Law (a conſtrain- 
g Power) in his Members, warring againſt the Law 


bis Mind, and bringing him into Captivity, to 
1 e Law of Sin and Death; but this is againſt his 


ill: He would ſerve the Lok D aright, but as yet 
Int, Formerly he was the willing Servant of 
u, and Slave of the Devil; now, he has forſaken 


1 
1 le Service of Satan, and commits a Sin, only thro? 
el Diſability to refrain from it. 

tl 

1 3- ALL Perſons feel not the ſame Degree of Con- 
W Gon and Condemnation, 'They are not terrified 


guch is the State, and ſuch are the Sentiments of 


—_—_— — —— — — 
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in the ſame fearful Manner. Some paſs, as it were thy 
Hell, its Pains get hold npon them, in their Tray 
from Nature to Grace; while others, are mor 


how many does the Word prove wholly unfruit 


ful! Some hear it joyfully, and bring forth the Fri 


the Word, they are offended, and become work 


1 


gently drawn, and allured by Love, to forſake they 
evil Courſes, and turn to the Logy. But alas, in 


of Repentance for a Seaſon; but being contentel 
with feeble Rays of Light, and ſome little Traces d 
Joy and Love, the Word having never deeply en, 
tered their Heart, or wounded their Conſcience; 
and being afraid that it ſhould, they: fall away, 
become as Salt without its Savour, Yea, ſome ex 
believe for A Time; but haying never had, a det 
Ground -- Work of Self. Knowledge 3 by and by 
when Tribulation, or Perſecution aviſeth becauſe d 


than before. Altho' the Degrees of Pain and Sq, 
row of Mind, are various, in different Perſons 
nevertheleſs, A thorough Senſe of Guilt, and De 
ſervingneſs of Puniſhment, goes in all, before the 
true Peace of Gop.. Ixs vs binds up only broke 
Hearts; He comforts thoſe that mourn '; He. fi 
the Hungry with good Things, bur ſends the Ri 


empty away. 


CanisT, inwardly kia, and ſhews Wk 
are converted, theſe Things ; and thus becomad 
Gov unto us Wi/deom. This is the firſt Work which 
paſſes upon the Soul, when the LoxD ariſes; to brug 

the Sinner to Himſelf, and Heaven. He mightil 
ſhakes the Foundation of the Heart, cauſing a Ma 
to feel the Bitterneſs of Sin, and thence, often, 
roar for the Diſquietude of his Spirit, The Lay 
alſo kindles in the awakened Breaſt, vehement bs. 


FRET IS” 
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tes after the Righteouſneſs of Cuxis ; the Merit 
fhis Blood, to be applied to his Soul, for Juſtifi- 
ation. In this Particular likewiſe, CHRIST be- 
\mes our Wiſdom, by ſhewing the Sinner, there 1s 
o other Name under Heaven, whereby he can be 
ved, but the Name of JzsUs. And having thus 
xecuted the Holy Spirit's firſt Work; the ſhewing 
„ 1, The Nature and Extent of the Law 2. The 
built of our Sins, and Corruption of our Heart; our 
08D ſhews us, 3. The All- ſufficiency of his Me- 
its, for Righteouſneſs, and Salvation : which leads 
; to the ſecond Particular to be conſidered, namely, . 


Low CHRIST | 15 made unto us of God, Righteouſ- — 
6? 


IT. Carts becomes our Righteouſneſs, Firſt, as- 
e has purchaſed or procured it for us. Secondly, . 
He actually applies it to us, or puts us in Poſ- 


ſion of the Purchaſe; and laſtly, By lng us. 
ally Righteous. q 


„He has purchaſed Righteonſhek for us. God, 
ho is rich in Mercy, according to his great Love, 
erewith He loved us, ſeeing every Mouth ſtop- 
d, and all the World become guilty before Him, 
uchſafed to offer Life and Salvation, to all Man- 
nd, thro' the Son of his Love. And in order to 
compliſh this great Work of Redemption, He 
epared a Body for His Son: And fo, Gop was 
mifeſt in the Fleſh. Having lived a perfectly 
ly Life, and fulfilled that Law which Adam had 
oke, He died a moſt painful and ignominious 
ath ; even the Death of the Croſs. Thus He 
re our Sins, in his own Body, upon the Tree: He 
Pre. ur Curſe, our Shame, and Sorrow ! He was 


G 3 wounded 


6 DIO rpg” — 
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toning Sacrifice, for the Sins of the whole World, | 


783 
wounded for our W and bruiſed for ont 
Iniquities. He was made Sin, that is, a Sin- offer. 


ing, for us, and ſo became a Propitiation ; an x. 


Havixe lain three Days in the lower Parts of the 
Earth, He then roſe from the Dead; triumphed over 
Death, and deſtroyed the Power of the Devil and 
the Grave. After which, having converſed with hi 
Apoſtles forty Days, He aſcended up into Heaven 
Where He is exalted at Gop's Right Hand, to mah 
Interceſſion for us; to be a Prince and a Saviour; 


to give Repentance unto HMael, and Forgiveneß o 
Sins. 


Now, upon the . of the perfectly ho 
Life, moſt precious and meritorious Death, ad 
powerfully prevailing Interceſſion, or Advocacy d 
Cnar1sT, Gop forgives every penitent, believing 
Sinner; who renouncing all Dependance in hin, 
ſelf, or any Thing elſe for Salvation, truſts alonent 
the Merits of our Saviour's Paſſion, This Tri 
is that Faith, of tbe Operation of the Holy Spirit, 
which we apprehend, for our Juſtification, the Bloal 
and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. And thus, He be. 
comes the End of the Law for Righteouſnels, | 

every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. We are mad 
the Righteouſneſs of Gop in Him, 2 Cor. v.: 
There is therefore now, no Condemnation to the 
who are thus in Cnr1sT Jesvs, Rom: viii. 1. TD 
Law has no more Power to condemn them. Can! 
has made them free, and they are free indeed. All 
O, Bleſſed are they whoſe Iniquities are forgiv 


and whoſe Sins are covered 3 bleſſed is the 4 


[ 79 ] 
hom the Lon d A oem Righteouſneſs without. 
Works. | | 1 


We have here conſidered the Purchaſe, and the 
pplication of this Righteouſveſs together. We 
ay purſue this Point ſtill farther. As to the Pur- 
haſe, or the Manner of procuring Righteouſneſs 
or us; St. Paul teacheth us, that without ſhedding 
g of Blood there is no Remiſſion, Hed. ix 22. 
ill the legal Sacriſices, ordained of Gov, and of- 
red under the Law, were only Types of that one 
rezt Victim ; the offering up of the Body of our 
aviour, once for all, upon the Croſs. He was the 
ubſtance; the others were but Shadows. By one 
ffering, he hath for ever perfected them that are 
nctified, Heb. x. 14. Our Debt was thus paid; 
uſtice is ſatisfied ; ; the Law is fulfilled ; all its 
urſe, and all its Penalty, with all our Sins, 


et together in CHRIST. He nailed them to the 
roſs, and ſigned our Releaſe in Blood ! 


Ir Righteouſneſs could be by the Law, then CHRIST 
yed in vain, Gal. ii. 21. Whateyer elſe a Sinner 
fers to Gop, in Order to his Juſtification, ſave 
e Blood of CR IST, is rejected of Him. He has 
ercy upon us, only through the Son of his Love. 
s, we are redeemed, juſtified, ſanctified, and 
rnally ſaved, through the very precious, and moſt 
ritorious Blood of the bleſſed Jesvs. 
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Turse Benefits begin ours, only thro? Faith. 
If thou canſt. but believe, all theſe Things are thine, 
lieve in the Lox Jesvs CyrIsT, and thou 
al be ved, To him that worketh not, but be- 

lieveth 
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of Sin, Corruption and Miſery; and in this May. 


| broken-hearted Sinner, at this Day, behold Jau 


Acts x. 43: and xvi. 31. Rom. iii. 28, and iv. 5. ad 
Mt 4 Gal, u. 16. Phil ii. 9. 


than to imagine, that any thing which is in Ji 


0 80 1 
lieveth in Him that juftifieth the Ungodly, his Fa 
is counted unto him for Righteouſneſs.” This is th 
Language of the New , Teſtament, in Cann 
Blood, Whoſoever will come to CHRIS, for Lis 
and Salvation, let him come naked, poor, {el 
condemned; having no Righteouſneſs; being fil 


ner, throw himſelf into the Arms of the Mercy of 
God ; and by Faith rely upon Jesvs CHR1sT alon, 
for the Forgiveneſs of Sins. Him that comet ii 
unto Me, faith Cnxisr, 1. will in no wiſe cal 7 
out.“ 5 | 
Tus Abraham believed Gov ; and it was imputel 
to him for Righteouſneſs. He ſaw the Day d 
CnrisT by Faith, and was glad': So does eren 


CHRIST, the Righteous; ; and being healed by Hin, 
rejoices, and is exceeding glad. For a ſummay 
View of the Truth of this Particular, that we ar 
benefited, made righteous, by Faith in CHRIS, fe 


E 9560 is ds unto us of Gov: Righ- 
teouſneſs, as he actually makes us righteous ; If 
enabling us to do the Will of Gop ; according 00 
St. 7:-h1's Words, He that doth Righteouſnh 
15 righteous, even as He (i. e. Gov) is right 
ous.” There cannot be a more fatal Deluſion 


sus CHRIsT, Will ſo avail for us, as to brings ul 
to Heaven, unleſs we are ourſelves actually, pr 
ſonally, internally, and entirely created aneW 3 


4 02.1 
is holy Image. For His Sake alone, we are par- 
Joned and accepted of God ; and from His Fulneſs 
e derive Purity, Peace, aud Power. He is an 
rerflowing Fountain of Grace ; and wherever this 
race comes, it makes heavenly and divine; it 
rings Salvation. And by a Concurrence with this 
race, we become ſtrong in the Lox p, and in the 
Power of his Might; we overcome the Wicked One ; 
ve triumph over Sin, trample on the World, be- 
tome Lords of our Actions; and in a Word, are 
pore than Conquerors, br Him that hath loved us! 
e are created in CHRIS J Es vs, unto good Works; 
ind it is our Glory and Joy, to walk in them. 4 As 
e that hath called you is holy, fo be ye holy in 
| manner of Converſation,” is the Motto, and 
nvilege: of the Children of the Kingdcm, whoſe 
op is JEHOV AH," thro the Rightebufneſs of the 
DRD Jesvs/CurIST But the good Works, and 
ighteous Converſation of the Children of Gop, are 
ot the Drudgety of Fear ; much leſs the fancied 
Proviſion, for meriting ought” from Gov. To all 


n; their Works are the ſweet Labour of Loye ; : 
e cannot but pleaſe Him, whom we love. 


Jo ſum up this Point? * Sinner i 15 firſt enligh- 
med by CyrIST, and by this divine Wiſdom, ſees 
imſelf a poor, guilty, m miſerable Sinner ; Horror and 
onfuſion ſeize upon him, while he perceives himſelf 
a damnable State. The Sinner 3 15 ſhewn farther, 
dat he cannot ſave himſelf, neither in whole nor in 
art, by any or all of his own Doings. The ſame 


irects the Sinner to the Saviour of loſt Mankind ; 
ne Phyſician and Friend of poor, oſt, wounded 
Souls. 
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ternity, they will rate themſelves nprifitable der 


äght that diſcovers this, leads him ſtill on, and 


e 4 = 


r 
* 


e One” = 
. —— 


— « 
2 wr K 


— —— erg — 
er 25 — 


N 33 
— . 
BED — — - 

3 —— 2 


[ 82 ] 
Souls. He therefore draws near to CUxisTr ; 1 
being enabled, by the power of the Holy Ghok, 
to apprehend, and believe in CHRIST, and in O00 
through CarisT, all his Sins are blotted ont 
He is accepted to Favour, as though he had nay 
offended: the Robe of CarisT's Righteouſne 
is put upon Him; and thus, the Sinner is mal 
comely, with the Beauty of the Lon p! Yes, 


Defil'd and loathſome as we are, 
Hie makes us white, and calls us fair; 
Adorns us in the Milk-white Dreſs,. 

His Graces and his Bee. a 
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He moreover, implants His Spirit within us; ul 
endues us with a Principle and Power of obey 
His Will: ſo that being looſed from our Bond, 
we run the Way of Caz1sT's Commandments wi 
great Delight: we partake of his Mind and N. 
ture; and are enabled to perfect Holineſs, i 
the holy, loving Fear of Gop. And thus 
110 CnrisT, made of Gop unto us, what He uh 
HR The Lord our Righteouſneſs. 


10 

1 III. WE are next to conſider, How CHR 
as becomes our Sanctification? And as this ſumma f 
WAY contains in it all the Benefits of CURIST to us, # 
Wt may dwell upon it a little more particularly; ; 
| . conſider, 1. When does our Sanctification gi 
14 2. How is it carried on? And 3. What is the 
11 tent of it? 


+ 


1. As to the Firſt, namely, When does our Sand 
fication begin ? In the very Moment that we 
juſtified ; 53 48 ſoon as Goo, for CRRIST Sake, * 
out our Sins, then does the Faith which G00 K. 


( 83 ] 
ws upon us, begin to work by Love, and purify 1 
Heart. before a Man is pardoned, he may ga © i 
great Way in making clean the Outſide of the '| 
p; he may reform and amend his Ways and his 
dings, in ſome tolerable Degree: But the true 
undation of inward Holineſs, remains, ſtill to 
erected, and ever will, till the Soul is accepted 
ough CEN Is T. The eſſential Branches of Ho- 
fs, are the Love ef Gop and Man; and this 
ve cannot exiſt in our Heart, till San puts 
on us the Robe of his Righteouſneſs. The 
owledge of Him for my Salvation, by the Remiſ- 
of Sin, muſt be laid, as the Foundation of al! 
: inward and outward Holineſs. Man, by Nature 
dead, corrupt, and condemned; and does fo 
ue, till Cyrisr who ts the Reſurrection and 
yn Life, quickens him, and puts away his Sins. 
orrupt Tree cannot but bring forth evil Fruit; a - 
vüß er Fountain can yield only bitter Streams : Even 1 
a fallen Soul, can in that Condition yield no | 
„ f ſing Fruits of Righteouſneſs to the Lord. 
ae the Tree good, faith Cnaisr, and the Fruit 
be good alſo.“ Our Perſon or State, muſt 


frſt acceptable ; and then our works will be ac- 
able alſo. | 


nal: xy Perſons who admire, and really deſire Ho- 
ls, never attain it, becauſe they begin at the 
bg End. For, whereas they ſhould firſt of all 
e to CurtsT, as vile, helpleſs Sinners that 
may be freely forgiven all their Treſpaſſes, 
vainly endeavour to fit themſelves for Gov ; 
o' it were in their own Power, to recommend 
ſelves to Him, by ſome Means or other. They 

vine that the Logp will not receive them, till 
they | 


Juſtified ; becauſe of the Order of the Words, ye art 


dered, that in the Words of our Text, the Apoſll 
places Nighteouſueſs, which is equivalant with Juſtif. 


leſs regard to this Order, being there only declar 


the Paſſage is, this, Ye are waſhed, ſaith the 4 


[84] 
they have made themſelves clean. And ſome ſup- 
poſe, that even 1 Cor, vi. 11. fignifies as much, 
namely, that we are to be ſanctiſied, before we are 


ſanctiſied, ye are juſtified, &c, But for the removal 
of this ſeeming Difficulty, it need only be conf. 


cation, before Sanctification. And it was according 
to the Wiſdom which directed the Apoſtle, to pro 
ceed in this Order, in the beginning of the Epiftle 
where he is laying his Foundation, and fixes. th 
Premiſes, which he afterwards, illuſtrates anc 
Proves : Whereas in the Sixth Chapter, he pail 


ing, What Gop had done for their Souls. But fi 
further, the very Words under Conſideration evi 
dence the Thing I infinuate, Namely that Juſt { 
cation is before Sanctification. The Senſe ; 


poſtle, that is, ye are cleanſed from outward Poll 
tions ; from the Sins mentioned in the foregoin gl 
Verſe ; and he gives a good Reaſon for it; for . 
are ſanfified ; you are inwardly holy; your Mind ll "* 
renewed ; your Heart is changed. And no vol 7 
der; for ye are juſtiſied; your Sins are forgivel D 
CarisrT is your Righteon/neſs., And all this 15108 . 
or through the Name of the Lox D JESUS; the Mein '” 
of all he did and ſuffered ; and zy tbe Spirit F ef 
Gor, applying the Benefits of CHRIST to y0 an 
Soul. . lin 
| | ſea 
Ir the Order of the Words, was only to be reguſ of 
ed, then it would follow, that becauſe, in the Ni W 


of ibe Loxp J ESsus, and by the Spirit of our GoD, | 
| i wel 


mentioned laſt, thejefors! = have the laſt Place, 
in the Work of Gop upon the Soul; the Miſtake of 
which is glaring : Whereas if we underſtand the 
Paſſage, '1n' the Senſe which- is here given, we 
ball ſee the Propriety of the whole Verſe. Alas! 
If we. could ſanctify ourſelves, or make ourſelves 
fl holy, What Need ſhould we have of Jesus CHNXIST ? 
len may indeed attain ſome Degree of rectitude in 
their Behaviour, and moral Righteouſneſs in gene- 
tal, even before they are juſtified ; but ſure F am, 
they never will be holy, till they feel the Blood of 
the Covenant applied to their Souls. Then, and 
dot before, is the Love of Gop, ſhed abroad in their 
Heart ; then they can love their Neighbour truly; 
then a Meaſure of Love, ahd Joy and Peace; Meek- 
neſs, Patienee and Temperance, ſpring up in their 
Soil ; and ſo they begin to live unto Gop, and to 
ſerve Him in an acceptable ne 


: 


— - 


2. How:is the” Work of Sandlification carried on? 
E it may belanſwered 5 By the Holy Spi- 
He is the Principle of all Eolineſs. It is He 

* begins, continues, encreaſes, and accompliſhes 

it in the Soul. And hence tlie Holy Ghoſt is called, 
The Spirit of Holineſs, In His Light, we diſcover our 
Darkneſs and Corruption, and by his mighty Work- 
ing eithin us, lit is deſtroyed. He is called The Spi- 
tit of Judgment, and of Burning, Iſa. iv. 4. He takes 
of the Things, khe Merits and Benefits of CHRIST, 
and applies them to our Soul. He is like the Re- 
iner's Fire, and the Fuller's Soap; as trying and 
ſearching, the moſt-ſeeret Thoughts, and Intentions 
of the Heart; and purging our Conſcience from dead 
Works, to ſerve the living Gov. By the Inſpira- 
fly of the 'Hbly- Spirit, the Thoughts of our Heart 
| 11 84 
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are cleanſed, and the Mind of Carrsr is implanted 
in our Soul. He ſtamps the glorious Image of Cob 
upon our Heart, 2 Cor. iii. 16. O, who can expreſ 
the deep and divine Unction of this glorious Com- 
forter; whereby He enlightens, ſtrengthens, and 
purifies the living Members of Jesus CHRIS Tr. 


Bur more particularly, we may mention, as ſubs 
ſervient to the promoting of this bleſſed Work, 1, 
Faith. 2. Doing ; and 3. Suffering the Will of 
Gop. | | " 3 ; 


1. Ir is carried on by Faith, 4%, xv. g. and x. 
18. Yes, as Faith 1s the Condition of Juſtification, 
ſo is it likewiſe, the Inſtrument of SanRification. 
It mightily works in the Heart, Gal. v. 6. By be- 
lieving, the Blood of CHRIST is continually applied 
to our Conſcience; and this cleanſes from all Sin, 
Heb. ix. 14. 1 Jabn i. 7. O yes, Faith has a di- 
vine Energy, killing and deſtroying. Sin in the Soul. 
It apprehends CHIs r, for ſpiritual Succour, and 
applies the Leaves of the Tree of Life, for the 
Healing all the Diſeaſes of the Soul. It derives 
Power and Holineſs from God, the Fountain of 
Peace and Purity! It is ever urging on the Soul, td 
draw nearer to CHRIST, and makes ſtill clearer and 
ſtronger Diſcoveries, of His Love and Excellencies. 
It firſt lays hold on IꝝEs us, to, put away the bear 
Load of Guilt; and then draws Virtue and Life from 
His Fulneſs, to make us perfect and entire, Tackiag Ut 
thing. Faith, as it were, performs Impoſſibilities 
it goes into the very Heart of CnRAISsT, and quen' 
ches in his Blood, all the fiery Darts of the ict 
Oze ! It has ſo to do with the Benefits of CRI 
as to make them all its own. Of his Righteouſneſ, 

| | Ge eee Strength, 
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Strength, Purity, ee Glory, Faith ſays, 
« All theſe are mine.“ | ; 


: Ir likewiſe diſcovers every Diſeaſe and Weak- 
neſs of the Soul ; arid yet, far from being diſcou- 
nged, it goes directly to CHRIS, for Remedy. 
Faith does not ſtand dejectedly poring over theHeart's 
Plagues, and moſt inveterate Maladies; but it turns 
its Eye to God, who is greater than our Heart; it 
inmerge the Soul in the Laver of its Saviour's 
Paſſion, in the Fountain of his Blood ! It applies 
dle Balm of Life! Anoints its Wounds, with that 
. Ointment, which heals, comforts, and ſtrengthens 
the Inner Man. 


TRE Time would fail, to enumerate all the Excel- 
lencies and Properties of this, ** beſt, divineſt 


„race.“ Faith, working by Love, applying the 

Mood of Cugism, relying on the precious Promiſes 

. Ned the Goſpel, overcoming. the World, and con- 
n ſlantly cleaving to Jesus, is a precious Inſtru- 

he 


| ment of Sanctification. It transforms the Soul; 


de changes all its Paſſions and Affections, and brings 
of WM home the F ulnefs of Goo. | | 

t9 _— 

and > Dons ths Will of Gop, is another bleſſed 
105. 


Means, in order to our Sanktification. By doing 
de Will of Gop, I mean univerſal Obedience. It 
b true that Works ſanctify, but inditectly; they are 
dot the Foundation of Holineſs, neither can they be 
lad to merit the Grace of Gop : Nevertheleſs, it it 

8 a ſure Rule, that 7 n that hath, ſhall be given, 
Mat. zxv. 2). AMAbrahaws Faith was made perfect 
by Works ; his Soul, in the Act of Obedience, was 
trengthened in the Loxp, and partook of more 


Hap- 


Holinefs and Happineſs, and ſo it is, with regard 


ments, brings an additional Degree, of Grace 


be much more abundantly Happy r! in Time, and mon 


Trials, as Inſtruments to purge our Soul from all 


ſervient to the wiſe Difpoſals of Gap, concerning 


165) 


to every Work that the Believer doth : while he 
improves his Talent, he increaſes it ; and every 
Inſtance of Obedience to our Lok D's Command. 


and Strength to the Soul. Indeed to expect Puri. 
ty of Heart, otherwiſe than' in a conſtant Exer- 


ciling ourſelves, in all the Works prepared of Goy, , 
for us to walk in, is a mere Impoſition of the Ene- WM” 
my. Every Chriſtian's Experience, convinces him, 1 
that there is no Way of getting forward, but by a 0 
_.conſtant and laborious Application, to every Chriſ. th 
tian Duty; ; that altho? we cannot claim any thing 8 
from Gov, as a Debt due to us, for any thing Li 
we can do; nevertheleſs, He bleſſes us, only in his f. 
own Way; the Way of hearkening to his Voice, 
and doing his Pleaſure. The rebellious dwell in a 5 
dry Land. We muſt read, pray, communicate, the 
deny ourſelyes, and take up our Croſs daily, if we 
mean to be the approved Servants of Cattsr. And“ 
while we are ſo employed, the Lox pours ini 
upon us, the Abundance of his Grace, and ſaving the 
Health, We ſhall be exalted into the Fellowſlipſ"" 
of his dear Son; we ſhall be ſtrengthened i in every Loi 


holy Temper, and praiſe-worthy Habit; we ſual 


glorious in Eternity! 


LasTLyY, Our Loxp makes Uſe of various 


Filth and Droſs. Not indeed that our Suffering 
conſidered in themſelves, have any neceflary Ten 
dency to promote our Sanctification. But as {ul 


us, and thro? the Preſence and Power of his ay 
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Aflictions, both of Body and Mind, produce in us 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the Glory 


of Gop. See Heb. xii. 5, 6, 10. Rev. iii. 19, and 
Wii, 14. Rom. v. 3. James i. 2, 12. 


TukRkE is a wonderful Perverſeneſs in Man's Na- 
ture, which a Courſe of Proſperity, exceedingly en- 
creaſes, Our LoRD therefore ſees it neceſſary, often 
Jo humble us, and ſhew us what poor Creatures we 
are! Some indeed are ſo ſtubborn and proud, that 
ſo far from ſubmitting themſelves to the Lok, 
* (3; with Impudence, as it were, call Him to Ac- 
” count for His Dealings with them'; ; and fay, in 
Effect, „ Who is the Lord that we ſhould regard 
Him?“ 


Bur this is not the Caſe with the Children of Gop; 
they chearfully ſubmit themſelves to His Diſpenſa- 
tions, knowing that all the Deſigns of their hea- 
renly Father, concerning them, are to make them 
conformable to Himſelf. In, every thing therefore, 
they are inſtructed to ſay, © It is the Lord ; let 
him do what ſeemeth him good.” And thus, 40 
Lunge, whether proſperous or Adverſe ; Poverty, 
vickneſs, Reproach, Contempt, Temptation, or 
tle contrary, all work together for their Good. As 
0 the Diſeaſes of the Body, a Child of Gop knows, 
they are often ſent to cure the Sickneſſes of the Soul, 
and quietly receives them as ſuch : And as to the 
dreſſlures which may often come upon the Mind, 
eſe teach us, to ſeek all our Comfort in Gop; they 
promote the Death of the Old Mar, make us diſ- 
ſeem ourſelves, and ſeek mare to Gop continually. 
he ſatisfied, ſaid one, writing to a Perſon under 
Wiftion, with the Condition in which Gop Places 
H 3 y ou 
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V 
you : However happy you may think me, I enyy- 
you. Pains and Sufferings' would be a Paradiſe ty 
me, while I ſhould ſuffer with my God : And the 
greateſt Pleaſure, would be Hell to me, if I could 
reliſh them without Him; all my Conſolation would Mt 
be to ſuffer ſomething for his „„ 

. F*- "2-4 hl i 

SuFFER then with thy Lok, that thou mayet I. 
reign with Him! Believe that whom he loveth he? 
ſcourgeth. Be the Afflictions what they may, they are, = 
while thou cleaveſt to Gop, but Badges of thy Dif. WO 
cipleſhip, and ſhall, by the Grace of Gov, end in": 
an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory. P 


Tuus is CRRISH, made unto us of Gop, Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, and San&iication. God has ſet ſuch MI : 
a Value on the Blood of CHRIST; has ſuch regard 
to all He hath done and ſuffered, that whoſoerer 
believes in Him, is enlightened and forgiven : And" 


continuing to believe, they ſhall be made holy, and lan 


plorified in Heaven. We aſcribe all to the Mercy 
of Gop thro? Curt Jesvs. V8 

3. As to the Extent of the Work of Sanctifer th 
tion, which we are in the third Place to conſider; i g1y 
reaches to every Part ; Soul, Body, and Spunt. 
The Nature of it, is ſtrongly intimated Ezel. 30: 
There the Lox p promiſes. 1. To give us a nen 
Heart. 2. A new Spirit. 3. To put his Spirt 
within us. 4. To cleanſe or fave us from all our 
Uncleanneſſes. 5. To enable us to walk in his 
Statutes, to keep his Judgments and do them. 
6. And 7 vill be their Gor, and they ſball be my Pos. 
ple, faith the Loxp. Now what can be more evident, 


wan that when theſe Things are fulfilled * 
i : eſe 


E 

perſon, he is, in the Scripture Senſe, ſaved from 
sin? The Promiſe extends both to the Heart and 
life; it is exceeding broad. Every Faculty of the 
coul, every Paſſion of the Mind, and every Affec- 
ton of the Spirit; every Thought, Deſire, Word 

and Work, and every Member of the Body; all 
WW nut be ſanctified throughout: According to the 
import of that Apoſtolic Prayer, Aud the very Go of 
rate ſanct f; you wholly, Sc. Old Things are done 
„way, and behold, all Things are become new ! 
c WH Our Loxv's Love; his beloved Ones, are called to 


Purſue your Victory, till, being thus born of Gov, 
you do not commit Sin! 


Hz AR what your Loan faith of his true Diſciples. 
They are not of the World, even as I am not of 
World. Sanctify them {adds He, in his Prayer to 
the Father) through thy Truth. For their Sakes I 
lnGiify myſelf, that they alſo may be. ſanctified 
through the Truth: That they all may be One, as 


tne Words rife !) which Thou gaveſt me, I have 
given them; that they may be One, even as 


int ve are One. I in them, and Thou in Me, that 
they may be made perfect in One!“ So exten- 
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ure, ſo deep and ſo divine, is the Proviſion which 


goeth. O may we all thus be filled with CHRIST, 


and ſo made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light! 


As to the Time of the Accompliſhment of this 
ork upon the Soul; Undoubtedly it muſt be in 


be all fair ; to have no Spot in them! O believers, 


Thou Father art in Me, and I in Thee, that they 
allo may be one in Us. And the Glory (O how do 


de Son of Gop hath made, for all who truly be- 
lieve in, and follow the Lamb, whitherſoever He 
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ledge or Wiſdom in the Grave, whither we are all 


will find him. CarisT muſt waſh us no, or we. 


to Glory! There is no State to which we can poſ- 
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this World. For there is no Work, Device, Knoy.. 
haſtening. As Death leaves a Man, ſo Judgment 


can have no Part in Him hereafter. N othing that 
15 defiled or unholy, can enter into the Kingdom of 
Gop. Now is the Time, wherein we are to work. 
the Works of Gop. We ftand or fall eternally, 


according to the conduct of our Lives, and the WMI® 


State in which we are found, before we leave this. n 
World. The very Moment the Soul leaves the 0 
Body, it enters into a Degree of that Happineſs, or g 
Miſery, which it will experience for ever. q 

Bur is this Sanctification attainable before Death! Ab. 
I will give my Opinion; I think it is; and that “ 
St. Jobn was Partaker of it when he wrote 1 7h, 
iv. 17. and many in the Church with him. Gov 1 
can ſave a Man at any Time of his Life: However, ct 


it is not for us to ſet Him a Time: No Man is able 1 
to determine how ſaon, or how late, the Logo by 
may do this, either for Himſelf, or any other Per- 
fon. The Duty of all, is to preſs forward, doing Nc 
and ſuffering the Will of Gov, till he takes them be 


ſibly arrive, where we are to fit down, as though 
ave could have no more: No; we are ſtill, after all 
the Log p has done for us, to come to Him «as at 
firſt we came,” helpleſs, dependent Creatures, for 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Strength, and Holineſ. 
We are fafe and holy, only in Proportion as we fe- 
ceive from the Fulneſs, that is in IEsVs CHRIST, 
every Moment. He is our San#ification, | 


Bur 
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Zur ſuppoſing it pleaſeth Go», to impart abun- 
dantly of his Grace to any Perſon, and to ſave them 
in ſuch a Manner, that no wrong Deſire, or Tem- 
per, has any Place in them 3 but they enjoy Peace, 
and Love, and Power every Moment. Shall we 


quarrel with the Lox p for this, becauſe they have 
not been, it may be, ſo long in the Way of Relt- 
gion, as we judge neceſſary to ſuch a State? Or 
that it is done, perhaps many Years before Death? 
Cop forbid. Nay, rather, let us glorify Gop, on 
their Behalf. Let us preſs towards the ſame Mark, 
being deeply perſuaded, that e Will of Gop is our 
darRification 3 and that every Moment in which we 
breathe, is an acceptable Time, to look for, and 
expe it. 20 


ſerve, that although all that are truly Saints, are 
cleanſed from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, yet 
all have not an equal Degree of Grace, or Glory. 
dalvation being two-fold, conſiſting in Deliver- 
ace from Evil, and the Enjoyment, or Poſſeſſion of 
Good ; the former may be equal, and indeed muſt 


Thing can dwell with Gop : yet there is, and will 


Negative Salvation, or Deliverance from Evil, is a 
being ſaved from the Guilt, Power, and Pollution 
„ f din: Poſitive Salvation, conſiſts in being renewed 
els, 


in the perfect Image of Gop; being poſſeſſed of his 
e. Widdom, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Love, 
and Immortality, in ſuch a Manner as the Soul of 
Man is capable of receiving. And altho' it is true, 
that the necative Part of Salvation, cannot exiſt 
Without a Meaſure of the other ; nevertheleſs the 

Dit 
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BeroxE I conclude this Point, I would juſt ob- 


be fo, in all who are eternally ſaved ! For no evil 


be for ever a vaſt Diſproportion, as to the latter. 
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Difference is exceeding great : : Even as one Thar 
differeth from another Star in Glory, ſo will be thy 
Reſurrection of the Juſt. All Stars have Light, bu 
not equal Light: All the Saints are made Partak 
kers of Gop, and Glory, but not all in an equd 
Degree. O, bleſſed are they who are poſſeſſed with 
holy Ambition, of enjoying as much of Gov, in 
Earth and Heaven, as a Creature is 9 of en. 
joying! 


| THAT one who is ſaved from Sin may, neverthe, 
| leſs, ſtill encreaſe in Holineſs and Happineſs, ay 

pears in the Inſtance of our Saviour Himſelf ; who, 

tho? free from in, or the leaſt Defilement, eithe 

in Soul or Body, yet grew in Wiſdom, and Statur, 

and in Favour with Gop and Man, Lal ii. 5l. 
I his muſt neceſſarily refer to our Lox Ds Humanity. 7 
And How could He be ſaid to enereaſe in Favon . 

with Gov, otherwiſe than as He encreafed more and 

more in the divine Image, and partook ſtill mon 

abundantly of the divine Perfections? Gov: love 

His own Image; and He loves thoſe in whom it i 
if found, in Proportion to the Degree of it, which they! 
j attain, Again, the Souls that know Gov, in tl: 
deep Senfe, whoſe Conſciences are purged from al) 
ft dead Works, expand themſelves (ſo to ſpeak) u 
| Gov, and are ſtill for approaching nearer and-nearer '| 
| to Him. Jesus CarisT will lead even the gb n 
rified Saints, to Fountains of living Water; by which 
we may underſtand, not only the Comfort and Ja 
of the heavenly State; but likewiſe the ever frel 
and ſuper-abundant Diſcoveries, which will be mad: 
to them, of the Myſtery of Cur1sT, and of God! 
It is ſaid, We ſhall then know, even as we 4 


Known; 1 oy which however, cannot be meant, 
| Laus: 
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Ecuality of Knowledge in us, with Gop : Such a 
hought would be foolifh, if not blaſphemous. But 
t undoubtedly relates to ſuch an Increaſe of divine 
lnowledge and Happineſs, as we ſhall never be 
ie to comprehend, till we come there, nor to ex- 
lain, even then. No, 

1 Not all the Archangels can tell, 
The Joy of that holieſt Place, 
Where JEsus is pleas'd to reveal 

The Light of his heavenly Face; 
Where, caught in the rapturous Blaze, 
The Sight beatific they prove, 

And walk in the Light of his Face, 
And baſk in the Beams of his Love! 


Turk E is no juſt Occaſion, to explode the Doc- 


eachers of it underſtand by a perfect Man, One 
ho can be no better. 80 far from thinking ſo, 
ty affirm, There is no State of Grace, which does 


neither. Abſolute, and independent Perfection, is 
nat no Angel in Heaven, either does, or can en- 
Y; and how much leſs; Man that is a Worm, 
boſe Foundation is in the Duſt, and who is cruſh- 
before the Moth! There is ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
ne good but One, according to our Saviour: And 


wer of his Talent a good Servant. In like Man- 
„ we may call a Perſon perfeñ, in the Scripture 


*Yirit, loves the Lox pd his Gob, with all bis 
% and Mind, and Soul, and Strength. Sure 
Ergſſen ought not! to be quarrelled with, a 
. ii 


ine of Chriſtian Holineſs, under Pretence, that the 


t admit of continual Encreaſe ; nay, nor of Glo- 


v in another Senſe, our Lox o calls a faithful im- 


le, who being ſaved from all Filthineſs of Fleſh, 
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Perfection, are no other than a mere Strife of Word: 


Renewal in the inmoſt Spirit of our Minds; an® 


 thority from Seripture to determine, But all 
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it occurs ſo often in Scripture See Gen, xyii, , 
Pjal, xxxvii. 37. Job, 1.1, Maltb. v. 48, Phil 
iii. 15. James. iii 2. and many other Place, 
And as to the Thing meant thereby, the Word of Gy 
is equally expreſs, in inſtructing us therein. If ſome 
indeed, make falſe, preſumptious, or vain Pretency 
thereto ; if ſome, under exalted Notions of Libery 
and Power, turn the Grace of Gov into Laſcivioil. 
neſs or Wantonneſs; and if others ſpeak: of it, in fuck 
a Manner, as cannot be defended, on the Footing 
of ſober Reaſon, and the Doctrine which is accord 
to Godlineſs ; yet ftill, the Foundation of Gay 
ſtandeth ſure, and the Promiſe is moſt aſſuredly fi 
filled, in all who ſeek this Gift of Gov aright 
With regard to all thoſe whoſe Hearts are nl 
with Goo, and who deſire and endeavour, to pro 
mote the Kingdom of CHRIST, I have been lony 
inclined to think, their Differences on this Head 


May the Los v give all who love our Saviour CHRIS 
in Sincerity, to think and ſpeak the ſame” Thing! 


Tarar without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee fl 
Joxp, all that believe the Scriptures, allo 
And that this Holineſs is much more, than 
bare Reformation of Manners, and the Pradi 
of chriſtian Virtues and Duties; even an ent 


tire change of Heart, Tempers and Affections; 
thorough Renewal in the Image of Gop | T 
alſo generally acknowledged. And that all this mi 
be done in this World; all Proteſtants, at leaſt, prok 
to believe. With regard to the Time whenit ſt 
be done, How ſoon, or how late, there is no! 


f 


*. 


4:47 


at, expect, Deſire and long for it, every Moment, 
i; Death ſhall put a final End to mortal Things. 


O did the Saints of Gov, but ſee the Neceſſity, 
he Beauty, and the Excellence of Holineſs, they 
ould thirſt and cry to Gop, Day and Night, till 
e ſhould make them prrfef in Love; till, being 
kanſed from all Unrighteouſneſs, they ſhould a- 
ake up after their Saviour's Likeneſs, and be ſatis- 
ed with all the Fulneſs of Go! Los p, open the 
yes of us all, and ſhew us more and more, how 


i xceeding broad the Commandment is; and what 
J Treaſures of Grace and Glory, are in ]esus CHRIST, 
; Or all that live and believe in Him 

nt 


IV. We are, in the laſt Place to conſider, How 
HRIST is made of Gop unto us Revempritn ? Re- 
emption- includes all the Benefits of CHE , to 
lankind, both in this World, and in that which is 
o come; Repentance, Pardon, Holineſs and Glory. 
We ſold ourſelves and were deftroyed : CarisT re- 
emed and reftores us again, to the Favour of Goo, 
The Price which he paid was his precious Blood, 
Pet. i. 18, 19. We have Redemption in his Blood, 
le Forgiveneſs of Sins, Eph. i. 7. He gave his 
dul for our Soul; his Body for our Body; his 
ife for our Life! We were ſhut up as in a Pit and 
non; CAR IST, by the Blood of His Covenant ſets 
free, Zech. ix. 11. We were inſolvent, having 
"hi thing to pay, though Juſtice could not acquit us, 
Ul we paid the uttermoſt F arthing : we were 


. erefore in wretched Circumſtances, when the Son 
P od, our Redeemer, undertook for us, bowed the 
* . and came down. But He has reconciled all 
100 [183 in Heaven and Earth. By Him Mercy and 
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tan's Temptations. Tempted we ſhall be, exq 


cool and refreſh us; as the Shadow of a great Rod 
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Truth have met together, Righteouſneſs and Peace 
have kiſſed, each other. In ſhort, all is ours, thy 
CHRIST. He is made unto us of Gop, Wiſdon, 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification; or, to ſum up all in one 
Word, Redemption. He makes us free indeed; He 
brings us into glorious Liberty ; the Spirit of Life 
that is in CHRIST JEsUs, makes us free from the 
Law of Sin and Death. He redeems us from allo 
Sins, P//. cxxx. 7, He finiſhes Tranſgreſſion, and 
brings in everlaſting Righteouſneſs ! 


CurrsT redeems us from the evil Effects of 3% 


unto Death; but ſaith our Redeemer, ** My Gra 
is ſufficient for thee.” The Lord ſhall bruiſe Sa 
under your Feet. Again, faith our Loxp,“ 
the World you ſhall have Tribulation ; but beo 
goed Comfort, I have overcome the World; ant 
in Me you ſhall have Peace.“ He is our hiding 
Place from the Wind, and our Covert from tl 
Tempeſt ; as Rivers of Water in a dry Place, 


in a weary Land, Ja. xxxii. 2. He knows how! 
ſuccour the tempted ; He has pity for diſtreſſed, at 
diſconſolate Souls; He makes a way for them toe 
cape ; He delivers them from ali Evil, with a might 
Hand, and a ftretched out Arm; He is à Sun 4 
Shield to his Saints; He gives them Grace al 
Glory! 


LasTLy ; He is our Redemption thro' Death, u 
to Eternity. O Death, ſaith the Lon b, I will be tl 
Plague; O Grave, I will be thy Deſtruction,” # 
xiii. 14. He will ranſom his People from f 


Power of the Grave. He will redeem — 
ea 
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Neath and Hell. As in 49am all died, ſo in CRRIST 
hall all be made alive. He is a quickening Spirit, 
eren the Reſurrection and the Life. The Bodies of 
the Saints, though ſown in Corruption, ſhall be 
tied in Incorruption ; though ſown in Diſhonour, 
{all be raiſed in Glory; though ſown in Weakneſs, 
they mall be raiſed in Power, and ſpiritual Bodies, 

1 Cir. xv. 43. 44. Thus ſhall the Bodies of the 
zints be faſhioned, like unto CaurisT's glorious 
Body ; according to the mighty Power, wheeyby 
He is able, even to ſubdue all Things to Himſelf ! 

t. Pa! and his Brethren groaned for this, even 
or the Redemption of their Bodies, Rem. viii. 23. 
And this will be brought to paſs, when the Dead 
CRI T, ſhall riſe, All-glorious, Immortal, and! 
Divine ! And O, the Beauty, the Glory, and the 
elicity of thoſe, who ſhall riſe to the Life immortal, 
ind be for ever with the Lonp! 


Tais their eternal State, will be an everlaſting 
hemption fraͤm Sin, Temptation, Pain, Tears, 
row, Sickneſs, and Death; and an Enjoyment 
| the Light, Preſence, Glory, and Eternity of Gov, 
e Triune Gop ! In ſuch a Manner, and Degree, 
$ Eve hath not ſeen, Far heard, or hath entered 1 in- 
) the Heart of Man, adequately to conceive. Theſe 
bllowed the Lamb, in the Regeneration ! They 
rank of their Log pD's Cup, and were baptized with 
s Baptiſm ; they bore the Burthen and Heat of 
de Day; they had their evil Things in this Life: 
ut now, there is no Night of Affliction; ; no Wrath 
em the Almighty; no Sting from Conſcience; 
Temptation from Devils; no painful Light of 
e material Sun; no Aching of the Head, or 
| Heart ; 


O! with Thee ! Thou Man of Sorrows ! ]esvy, 


ſible, and ſenſible Things. They point ont to us 
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Heart; no Tears, no Curſe of any Kind : They 
reſt from their Labours ; they fit down with 5 
bam, Iſaac and Facub; with St. Paul, and all the 
Apoſtles; with all the Saints, of whom they haye 
read, or heard; with innumerable Multitudes of 
nameleſs, and unknown Worthies. —— Ang, 


the crucified ! in the Kingdom of W their Fa. 
ther! 


Tu Scripture repreſents the State of the Bleſſel, 
under the moſt expreſſive and ſtriking Images 
Things with which Men are moſt delighted in thy 
World ; ſuch as Crowns, Thrones, Manſions, Ho. 
nours, Pleaſures, Profits, Muſick, Eating, Drink 
ing, Long-Life, &c. And the Reaſon is, becauſt 
we cannot conceive of thoſe heavenly Things, 0: 
therwiſe than as they are repreſented to us, by 


ſomething glorious, noble, bleſſed, and divine, 


Wr have indeed, ſome imperfe& Conception 0 
theſe Things, from what we know of G00, il 
this World, by Faith and Love: We ſee, taſte and 
enjoy Go», even now. We now know, Joe 
praiſe, and rejoice in Gop, in Part; and the Di 
ference between this, and what we ſhall enjoy * 
bove, is chiefly in the Degree. O there, we fi 
be loſt in the Viſion of Gop ! The Saints ſhall bs 
hold his Face! And the Glory which Jzsvs, 0 
Saviour, had with the Father, before the World be 
gan! When we hav: feeling Views of our. Lot 
now, by Faith, O, How Joes the Sight raviſh olf 
Heart! And hence we may gather, in Part, 9 
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we ſhall be loſt, as it were, in Rapture, at the full 
Blaze of his ineffable Brightneſs and Glory! O what 
dear Day, will this Light caſt upon the dark, and 
-tricate Scenes of Time! How many Things 
which are unfathomable to us at preſent, will then 
be made plain and intelligible. Lozxp, what can 
ne ſay of theſe Things! O how deſirable a State 
5 it! Who would not wiſh for an Inheritance in 
lat Kingdom, with the Saints in Light! O what 
zould it advantage a Man, to gain the whole World, 
and loſe his Part in this Kingdom, of Light, and e- 
ernal Glory! Here is every thing that is profitable, 
plezſant, noble, honourable and glorious ! Ye Souls 
Ff the Righteous, bleſs ye the Lok, praiſe Him, 
ind magnify Hin ior ever! The Time of this your 
Redemplion droweth nigh ! You have received am 
arneft of i: in your Hearts, O preſs towards this 
Mark of your high Calling of Gop, in CHRIS 
£5us. Be careful for nothing. Look through 
Tim 0 Eternity. All is yours; for ve are CHRIST's 
& CuRIST is Gop, your Redeemer ! 


V Now, briefly to apply the Whole. And firſt, 
ſretiren, Has CHRIST been made of Gop unto you, 
%%? Has the Veil been yet removed from the 
Por.and from your Heart? Have you ever been con- 
need of your corrupt, guilty and miſerable Conditi- 
u Have you ever yet known your own Heart: All 
du Know beſide will not do; it is Fooliſhneſs with 


TO | ; 
uative Way; yet, not knowing: ſenſibly, the My- 
LY Oi :mquity that is in your inmoſt Soul, it would 


ail vo! | 
„Jen nothing. Nay, the more you know of 


Loki | 

h * 3 

1 70 Natural or Divine, unleſs you know yourſelf 
| Hol sg, your Knowledge only makes you 


1 3 more 


POD, duppoling you ſhould know all Myſteries, in a 
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Heart; no Tears, no Curſe of any Kind: They = 
reſt from their Labours ; they ſit down with Ara. clo 
bam, T/aac and F acyb : with St. Paul, and all the int. 

Apoſtles ; with all the Saints, of whom they have wh; 

read, or heard; with innumerable Multitudes of be: 

nameleſs, and unknown Worthies — And, ¶ cne 


O! with Thee! Thou Man of Sorrows ! Jzsvs, il :. :. 
the crucified ! in the Kingdom of Gop their Fa. hat 
mer - - 5 wou! 
and! 
Tur Scripture repreſents the State of the Bleſſed, ¶ terna! 
under the moſt expreſſive and ftriking Images; please 
Things with which Men are moſt delighted in thus Hef the 
World; ſuch as Crowns, "Thrones, Manſions, Ho- and m 
nours, Pleaſures, Profits, Muſick, Eating, Drink. Reden, 
ing, Long-Life, &c. And the Reaſon is, becauleMEarnet 
we cannot conceive of thoſe heavenly Things, Mark 
therwiſe than as they are repreſented to us, by viz 5vs. 
ſible, and ſenſible Things. They point out to uWſ'im: :. 
ſomething glorious, noble, bleſſed, and divine, dn 


We have indeed, ſome imperfect Conception o 1”, N 
theſe Thinzs, from what we know of Gop, i ſrethrer 
this World, by Faith and Love: We ſee, taſte u, 2 
enjoy Gow, even now. We now know, b ed an 
praiſe, and rejoice in Gop, in Part; and the Dit aced of 
ference between this, and what we ſhall enjoy 4 E 49 
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bove, is chiefly in the Degree. O there, we i 
be loſt in the Viſion of Gop ! The Saints ſhall be 
hold his Face! And the Glory which Jesvs, G 
Saviour, had with the Father, before the World b. 
gan! When we hav: feeling Views of our. Los 
now, by Faith, O, How does'the Sight raviſh ol 
Heart! And hence we may gather, in Part, q 
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we ſhall be loſt, as it were, in Rapture, at the full 
Blaze of his ineffable Brightneſs and Glory! O what 
clear Day, will this Light caſt upon the dark, and 
intricate Scenes of Time ! How many Things 
which are unfathomable to us at preſent, will then 
be made plain and intelligible. Loxp, what can 
one fay of theſe Things! O how deſirable a State 
is it! Who would not wiſh for an Inheritance in 
mat Kingdom, with the Saints in Light! O what 
would it advantage a Man, to gain the whole World, 
and loſe his Part in this Kingdom, of Light, and e- 
ternal Glory! Here is every thing that is profitable, 
pleaſant, noble, honourable and glorious ! Ye Souls 
of the Righteous, bleſs ye the Lok, praiſe Him, 
and magnify Hi: tor ever! The Time of this your 
Redempion droweth nigh ! You have received am 
Earneft of i: in your Hearts, O preſs towards this 
Mark of your high Calling of Gop, in CHRIS 


d CHRIST is Gop, your Redeemer 3 


V. Now, briefly to apply the Whole. And firſt, 
retiren, Has CyrisT been made of Gop unto you, 
%% Has the Veil been yet removed from the 
od. and from your Heart? Have you ever been con- 
need of your corrupt, guilty and miſerable Conditi- 
r Have you ever yet known your own Heart : All 
Mu Know beſide will not do ; it is Fooliſhneſs with 
DD. duppoling you ſhould know all Myſteries, in a 
culative Way; yet, not knowing ſenſibly, the My- 
o Iniquity that is in your inmoſt Soul, it would 
al y0u nothing. Nay, the more you know of 


\ 
1 
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EP. 1 
Cnsisy, your Knowledge only makes you 


1 3 more 


jesus Be careful for nothing. Look through. 
Lime o Eternity. All is yours; for ve are CHRIST's. 


mgs Natural or Divine, unleſs you know yourſelf 
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more like the Devil; and will encreaſe your Miſery, 
Never expect that CHRIS TH ſhall be thy Righteouſ. 


neſs, unleſs thou feeleſt thyſelf a poor Sinner in Need 


of it. Thou muſt abhor thyſelf as in Duſt and 
Aſhes. Thou art fooliſh and flow of Heart by 
Nature, averſe to Good, and prone to Evil. See 
then thou doſt acknowledge this. Remember, tha 
if any Man will be wiſe in this World, he muſt be: 
come a Fool. Let him ſay, O Lord, I am blind 
and ignorant: Be Thou my Light and Underſtand- 
ing. Open my Heart; inſtruct my Judgment, and 
ſhew me what I muſt doto be ſaved. Convince me 


of the Heinouſueſs and Danger of my Sins; O Lozy, 


let me not periſh for lack of Knowledge : Become 
my Wiſdom, by diſpelling my Darkneſs, and cauſing 
the true Light, to ſhine into my Heart.“ If thou 
feeleſt thyſelf ignorant, and wouldeſt be informed 


of the Things of Gop; this is the Courſe thou 


muſt take : You muſt pray to Gop, who has pro- 
miſed to give Wiſdom, to all that aſk it, and it wil 
aſſuredly be given to thee. | 


Acain, Is CHRIST become your Righteouſneſ 
Has He, not only ſhewn you your Sin; but like 
wiſe, waſhed you in his own Blood? Feeleſt thou 
that thou haſt Peace with Gop, through our Log! 
Jrsus CyrisT ? O, look for this. If you kno# 
you have nothing to pay; that Gop muſt eitht 


ſave you freely, for his Son's Sake, or you muſt pe 
riſh everlaſtingly : then I invite you to come, gull) 


as you are; come poor, vile, and ungodly a5 J0 
are, and the Blood of CHRIST, will make you wilt 
as Snow. Truſt not in any Work of yours: Al 


you have none to truſt to, You have broken ta 


whole 


hole 
uſtice 
ade. 
and 0 
r yC 
nento. 
n Hel 
hee, f 
n the 
ORD. 


Ind yo. 


f Saly; 
y Gra 
at not 
ne tha 


BEL r. 
pproac 
elog 
d to Pp 
lat Ex 
hich St 
SUs C 
eſh, to 
im on, 
 ſubjec 
at you 
n truly 
d Stren 
is a 
bd, ar 
ly in 
Him, 


„ 
whole Law, in breaking of one Commandment. 
juſtice demands Satisfaction, and Payment to be 
nade. But thou canſt not anſwer for one of a thou- 
and of thy Sins. Now, there is no poſſible Way, 
or you to eſcape, being delivered to the Tor- 
nentors, ſentenced to Judgment, and periſhing. 

Hell, but by getting Righteouſneſs imputed to 
ee, for Juſtification. You muſt put no Confidence 
n the Fleſh ; but truſt alone in the Paſſion of our 
280. Your filthy Rayment ſkall thus be put off, 
nd your Soul ſhall be cloathed with the Garments 
f Salvation; the Robe of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, 
Grace you muſt be ſaved, through Faith, and 
at not of yourſelf ; it is the Gift of Gov, to every 
ne that believeth. 

J 

Betitve therefore in the LoR D IESUS CHRIST. 
pproach Him like the finful Prodigal ; implore 
e Logp, to give thee Faith in his precious Blocd, 

d to put upon thee the beſt Robe. Be mind*.1 of 
at Exhortation, Rom. xiii. 4. (The Paſſage by 
hich St. Auſtin was cenverted) ** Put on the Logy 

sus CHRIST, and make not Proviſion for the 
en, to fulfil the Luſts thereof,” Till you put 
im on, you are out of the Covenant of God ; you 
 ſubjet every Moment to periſh everlaſtingly. O 
at you may never reſt crying unto Him, till you 


A Strength.“ Behold, cu is an acceptable Time; 
is a Day of Salvation. Now look unto the 
RD, and be ſaved ! Uſe all the Means, but truſt 
y in Cnsisr the Righteous : So ſhalt thou 
Him, thy preſent, and eternal Saviour. 


* 


AND 


n truly ſay, ** In the Lok p have I Righteouſneſs 
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Axv as for you that know the Lob, that ate 


juſtified, thro' the Righteouſneſs of Gop our Sa. 0 
viour ; O, ſee that the Work of Sanctification goes tire © 
on in your Souls. Examine deeply, Do you die ere 


daily d And is the Life of Cnr1sT manifeſted, ſtill Nearne 
more and more, within you? Has the Lonn ever Nis Par 
vet fat upon your Heart, as a Refiner's Fire, and 1 the Pe 


Faller's Soap; difcovering and cleanſing your in. {Mlivera: 


zealou 
aith 


moſt Soul, from all dead Works, and from all the 
Defilement of Corruption? You cannot be ignorant 
that this is your Calling. CurisrT has apprehend- 

ed you for this very Thing, that you ſhould be 
holy, and without Blame before Him in Love. 
Now does the Love of Gop ſpread itſelf, through-Muildir 
our H 
ey mo 
nd th, 


out the whole Region of your Soul, rendering you 
all-olorious Within? O ſtop not ſhort of this: Seek 
it as Silver; and dig after it, as for hid Tree 


ture. A ſingle Eye, 1s the Way to have your whole afely c 
Body full of Light. Alas, How many are conteniWnger y, 
with no Religion at all, or a mere cold Form o nd you 
Godlineſs, at moſt, But you have not ſo learnec erfectl) 
CHRIST. You know that without Holineſs, no Muhle Bo 
mall fee the Loxyd, Talk then with your own orta 
Heart, and aſk, ** Am! holy ? Has Gop wrouzhhite, an 
in me Humility of Mind? Meeknefſs of Spirit? Rege Holy 
Hgnation to his Will?“ Patience towards all Men! We of 
And Love, filling the whole Soul ? Is my Heal To e. 
pure? Do I defire nothing more, but Gos? Bur 
kings. 


im! v 


* - . 7 
1 * A. r cation 


L 1053 
Olay this to Heart, and cry to the Log p, for en- 
tire Sanctification. Call to mind, how earneſt you 
were to have your Sins forgiven: At leaſt be as 
earneft, that your Nature may be made pure, What 
is Pardon without Purity ? or bare Exemption from 
the Penalty of Sin, without entire and everlaſting De- 
liverance, from every Spot and Wrinkle of it? Be 
zealous then; be watchful, and by the Violence of 
Faith and Prayer, lay hold on the Hope ſet before 
Jou. 


O Believers, ye who are God's Heritage, and 


zuilding, in whom He lives and Works: Lift up 
our Heads, for your Redemption is at Hand ! A 
ew more Trials; a few more Conflicts with Satan, 
nd the Chariot and Horſe-men of 1/-ae/, will 


afely convey you Home! This fleſhly Tabernacle, 


nder which you often groan, ſhall ſoon drop off, 
nd your immortal, freed Spirit, ſhall unite more 


ble Body, will ſhortly be ſpiritual, glorious and 


ife, and Gob our Redeemer, with the Father, and 


ie Holy Ghoſt, be all in all! O happy, happy 
ate of Glory ! 


To conclude ;- Remember that all is given thro? 
unisr. He 18 made of Gop unto us all theſe 
lings. And O! What a Treaſure is ours thro? 
im! What a Pearl have they found, who have 
found 


aſetly with its Center! Yea, your frail, corrup- 


mortal, Then ſhall Death be ſwallowed up of 


Y hon . — CE ee TE oe eons ** A 
= « * — f * 5 — Ip RR, A = 4 6 3 — — 
— 2 3 me RE SIA SOT £235. . : —— 8 p 
9 „ 2 5 - e 1 OBE 92 2 : I 
" FR _—_ * — = NA . 0 e IK TE we I OT gn a gs, > : — r e tu 9 Ie CG; Os oy _ IG — 
- — 0 Lanes OT ety ee . — - KP SWS e — 28 657 THOR 5 : — — — 00s —— —— —— e 5 . mY 7 2 * 
ing x : 4 . — ws is TID, » v1, 3 R ES fo te I ogy or ge a rr nts, * K . 0 4 1 —— —— 8 pe 2 T— nn — r 
— 1 7 a EST: gs i ne WT 2 S : : f i = ors 4 3 * ——_—_—_— —_— A A 2 2 = * = * 24 1 
"bd" £ 3 . „* N n 3 7 24 LI, 2 2 ay — — . 8 2545 3 2 _ * — — 8 4 — wa > , 
7 8 ny i, r 2 IO ; —.— _ . 2 4 S earns 2 + Zn AS: SI — e _—_— 
—_—_ 4 << W = », _— * * o *. * — - . * "4 — TE in - —— Pugs 
— — * 7 4 PA OE — I hs: A 3 4 Fa 5 — —— 
x 2 Ree ai i HATS, HI ED EO 7 L r —_ - —— — 2 5 Pe — 
8 2 L . ? 2 =: +>, - — , p 
r —.— . — 1 — . 
— , ee: E 


. 
Y * 


bi 3 2 

X N 2 & 

— — nn bo 
mow” 


St ® 5 


EY 6 2 = RE” : 4% 2 SH * 
* FS er D * : N : r 
„ ae 264% N A S nner OE Sg rr co 
— fot,” — — £ 5 . De be gs 

7 — 2 we_e », % 7 wm 4 * >. 8 e 2 3 ot 
* * 5 * $6; 7 A R S eee ee N . 9 

— 5 2 . 4 $— . 

— LR 


- —— . IDES 
R 8 


n 2 
es Sex * p 
and 14 e _ * p my - 
8 Ss 2 * - * a a he 4 Ga 2 
— _ 1 „ 3 wy — —— . — 2 ——— 
— 0 Se = Lorem gt — ——z - 
3 4 5 e — IESS -75 =D LE TI N 


I can only ſay, —O the Depth! — O the Depth — 


ies 

found Jesus ! You may bleſs God, that ever yon 
were born! O Tam loſt! I cannot declare a thouſanth 
Part of what is in CHRIST: No, not of one Bleſſing 
which He beſtows. Lo! ſuch Clufters, of preſent 
and eternal Bleſſings, are preſented to View, that 


ON 
Fa 


he . 


Come Lorp Jesvs, come quickly! 
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: SM, SN, SE fi Ali e 
e- Vee 


be he Duty of People's Praying for their 
Ae 


A 
I 
ON | 
2 Fs. ll 1. 
nally, Brethren, pray for us, that the Mord of 


the LORD may have free Courje, and be glo— 
rified, even as it is With you. 


| | HE fervent Prayer of a righteous Man avail. 
eth much. But How much more, the faith - 1 
b fervent Prayers, of a whole Congregation of iii 
nſtian People. St. Pau! was well aſſured of this; 
no Doubt, he often experienced the happy Effects 
the People's Prayers, both in his own Soul, and 
the Succeſs of his Miniſtry. His Soul was often 
lenined with divine Power and pure Love, 
le the Saints of Gop, made Interceſſion for him, 
called down the Bleſſings of Heaven, upon his 
aching the Goſpel. It is with good Reaſon there- 
b that St, Paul ſo frequently requeſts the Prayers of 
Churches. Wich what prefiing Earneſtneſs does 
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| he beg this of the Romans, ] beſeech you Be- 
thren, for the Lox p Jesus CRIST's Sake, and fo 
the Love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together with 
me, in your Prayers to Gop for me.“ In the Epi. 
ſtle whence the Text is taken, he makes it his fin 
Requeſt, in Behalf of himſelf and his Brethren, I. 
naliy, Brethren, pray for us, & c. From which Word 
I ſhall oberve. 


I. Tur the People of Gop ought to pray fu 
the Miniſters of Jesus CHKIST. 


II. I ſhall mention a few of the Things in partic 
lar, for which Prayer ſhould be made, in 
Behalf. a 


I. Taz Miniſters of CRAISsT, need to be pray 
for, on ſeveral Accounts. 1. They are Men of li 
Paſſions with others. This was St. Paul's Argume 
to the Prieſts of Zpiter, at Lyſre, to diſſuade tit 
from ſacrificing to him and Barnabas, as unto Gol 
„ Sirs, Why do ye theſe Things? We alſo are M 
of like paſſions with you, &c.“ 44s 14. The M 
niſters of Cuk ist, are Sinners, and Children 
Wrath, by Nature, even as others. They n 
the ſame natural Corruption, and have been, inf 
reſpect, as far from Gov, as any of their Hearel 
Add to this, that they are expoſed to many u 
Temptations and ſeverer Trials, then private Gi 
tians. 8 4 


Cal 
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SOME People think very highly of the Miniſters 
of Cy 15T, as tho? they were free from the Temp- 
tations and Trials, which other Souls are expoſed to; 
2nd that their very Calling, implies a Diſtance from 
Star, and Oppoſitions in the Way to Heaven, 
which others are afflicted with. But how great a 
Milake is this! All who think ſo, are certainly 
unſcilfol in the Word of Righteouſneſs. People are 
ready to expect ſomething more than human, at 
leaſt very extraordinary, from Miniſters, even as 
though there was ſomething inherently holy in the 
rery Profeſſion, No Man indeed ſhould, by any 


Goſpel, till he is himſelf a Partaker of the precious 
Faith of the Goſpel : 'Till after a feeling Senſe of 
vin, and a true Experience of the free Mercy of 
od in CHRIST, he can declare to others, the e- 
ernal and eſſential Truths of Gop. Yet we find by 
Experience, that many whom the Lon p calls and 
leſſes, in the Work of the Miniſtry, are no other 
han Babes in CnRISs T; and often, it may be, feel 
fs Faith and Love, leſs Peace and Joy, than many 
pf their Hearers. On this Account the People ſhould 


ray earneſtly, for all thoſe who ſpeak to them in 
he Name of the Lok p. 


ſufficient for theſe Things! ! Who is ſuflicient 3 

nd who will not tremble at the Thoughts of ſuch a 
age, that deeply conſiders the Holy Ghoſt's 
K De- 


Means, take upon him the Office of preaching the 


2, Brsrbk, their Work is great; and alas! Who 


— — 


with all Long-ſuffering, and Doctrine; to do the 


in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, in 


ledge, by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy 


nis r, and the Need they have of the Prayers gf 


4110. 
Deſcription of the Minifters of Gop ? They are 
called to preach the Word; to be inſtant in Seaſon, i 
out of Seaſon ; to reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 


WhO 
the. 
think 
than 
Work of an Evangeliſt, and make full Proof of 
their Miniſtry. Who are able to approve them. 
ſelves the Miniſters of Gov, in much Patience, | in 
Afflictions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes; in Stripes, 


dilple 
But 
and p 
abort 


Yorld 
Watchings, in Faſtings; by Pureneſs, by Knoy- 


Ghoſt, by Love unfeigned, by theWord of Truth, by 3 
the Power of Gop ; by the Armour of Righteouſneſz IS 
on the right Hand, and on the Left ; by Honour $a De 
and Diſhonour, by evil Report, and good Report; Ag 
as Deceivers, and yet true, as unknown, and yet er Li 


well known ; as dying, and behold, we live; 2 jon, h 
chaſtened, and not killed, as ſorrowful, and yet e beo; 
always rejoicing; as Poor, yet making many rich; Neem wi 
as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all Things! Woulq, 
You may from hence learn, in Part, the Difficulty ple. 
of maintaining the true Character of a Miniſter of ould t 
their 
eak tc 
mihed 
ej may 
* Demc 
ſearcha 


the Children of Gop. 


WrarT an awful Undertaking is it, for any one 
to be Gon? s Ambaſſador ! No one can fully know 
this, but thoſe who are faithful Labourers, in the 
Vineyard of Cn RIST 3 who bear the Burthen 


and Heat of the Day. It 15 true, there are 0 
| | : N 


To be 


are, 
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abo run before they are ſent, that do the Work of 
the Loa p deceitfully, or ſlightly ; -and therefore 
think, the Preaching of the Goſpel, to be no other 
than an eaſy Way of getting a Living. Theſe are 
tipleaſing to God, and do not profit the people. 
But the real Servants of Gop, to whom, to live 
nd preach, is CHRIST, find it both weighty and 
aborious; the moſt important Charge in the 
Vorld. 


3. ANOTHER Reaſon why People ought to pray 
or their Miniſters is, becauſg they watch for their 
dul: So that even Gratitude requires this of them, 
$a Debt, They ſhould not be forgotten by us, 
ho labour Night and Day for our Profit. What- 
er Light or Experience, a Preacher receives from 
joo, he receives it not for himſelf alone; but that 
e People likewiſe, might profit thereby. Gov fills 
tem with His Light and Truth, to the Intent that they 
ould, as it were, empty themſelves among the 
ple. How earneſt, how importunate then, 
ould the Hearers be; how, fervent and conſtant, | 
their Addreſſes to Gop, that His Servants, Who 
eak to them in His Name, might be thoroughly 
miſhed to every good Word and Work! That 
ey may have the Tongue of the Learned, and with 
e Demonſtration of the Holy Spirit, ſet forth the 
ſearchable Riches of Cu RI ST. | 


RT . wb l 3” ; 
do be without natural Affection to Parents and 
nared, is baſe, and condemned of all Men: To 

| want 
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want Love to the Meſſengers of Gop, argues a wrong 


Heart, and is ungenerous, and ungrateful to a high . 
Degree. Miniſters indeed, ſhould not ſeek either _ 
the Love or Honour, that cometh from Man ; yet, _ 
all who through their Word, are made Partakers of p = 
CarisT, ſhould greatly love, honour, and eſteen © 
them, far their Work's Sake : As being Ambaſh. 15 
dors from Gop, and Meſſengers of Peace to their * 
Souls. The faithful Labourers count themſelves 4 4 
Debtors to all ; and account not their Lives dear 2 
unto themſelves; but are willing to ſpend, and he 9 
ſpent, in the Service of Gop; in bringing Sinners to 2 
Cnsisr; and yet, it often happens, that the mor i 2 | 
abundantly they love, the leſs they are loved, F 2 
Shameful Ingratitude | That thoſe who are willig . 
to lay down their Life; who joy and rejoice to be . 
as it were, offered up, upon the Sacrifice and der eh 
vice of the Faith of the People, ſhould neverthe: pony 4 
leſs, be neglected in their Prayers! _ | 4 
48 | | | ay an 
Curisr walketh in the Midſt of the golden Car- * 
dleſticks ; that is, the Churches: But He holds tht ſable 
Stars, the Miniſters of the Churches, in His right inſtr 
Hand. They are precious to CurisT ; and who- of, 
ſoever deſpiſeth the leaſt of Has Meſſengers, & 1 tal 
ſpiſeth CHs r, that ſent them. Our Lox afim les; 
of his real Mini ſters, He that heareth you, hea em, 2 
eth Me.” O what Manner of Perſons then ougt uphs, 
| they to ha whoſe Speaking, and Doctrine, Cas) om th 
reputes as his own! Lon p, encreaſe our Faith: oh 
2 11g 


Brethren, pray for us ! 
he 
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Tar Confideration of the Fruit of faithful 
Labourers, and of the evil Conſequences of their 
Viſcarrying, is another Reaſon why People ſhould 
ray for the Miniſters of the Goſpel. If they con- 
ue faithful, labouring in the Word and Doctrine, 
much Glory redounds to Gop thereby; as well as 
Profit, both to Saints and Sinners : : Whereas, on 
the be other Hand, if they be found unfaithful, the 
uſe of Gov, the Credit of Religion, and the 


Progreſs of the Goſpel ſuffer, much on their Ac- 


ount. | | - 


Tas Devil is very V aftdyous, to overturn the * aith 
f the weakeſt Believer in CHRIST ; ; but more eſ- 


df CHRIST, He opens his Mouth wide, ftirs up 


10n, to devour thoſe Servants of Gop, who labour 
Pay and Night, to yanquiſh Sin, and promote the 
Lingdom of Gov. 


lable Enmity againſt every Son of Thunder, who 


on of Conſolation, who, builds up the Saints. St. 
% laboured mare abundantly: than the other A+ 
tles; and he alſo ſuffered more than any one of 
em, 2 Cor. xi. 23, &c. The grand Adverſary tri- 


am the Militant Church. The Ungodly, who ſit 
the Seat of the Scornful, and make a Mock at 
a, hate all the true Followers of Cnxier :-Tho' 
N ES in 


peclally does he labour, to overthrow the Miniſters 


pany Adverſaries, and goeth about like a roaring 


The Devil has a moſt irrecon- 


inſtrumental to awakening Sinners ; ; and every 


aphs, at the very Deſign, of cutting off a General 
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| his Portion of Meat in due Seaſon. O, How ſhouk 


( 114 ] 
in a particular Manner, they hate, and deſpiſe them 
that preach the faithful Word. Like Aba6, they 
ſay, We hate theſe Men, for they never pro- 


pheſy Good concerning us, but Evil,” 1 Kin 
XXU, -18. 


Tax Devil, the World, wicked Men, evil Spirit, 
all conſpire and combine, to aſſault, perſecute, or 
even kill the faithful Preachers of CRRIST. The 
great Good, that has been often done by one faith: 
ful Miniſter ; and the great Evil, on the contrary, 
which often has been done, by one evil Miniſter 
have been both heard and ſeen. O what Nee 
have the Preachers of the Goſpel, to be prayed for! 
If a Preacher falls, he does not fall alone : By hi 
Fall, many are wounded ; many turned out of the 
Way of Righteouſneſs. Alas, when the Shephen 
is ſmitten, How are the Sheep ſcattered ! Hoi 
does the Wolf come in among them! How proſpe 
ous, and How flouriſhing, do faithful Watchne 
make the Church of CuRIST : while Day ail 
Night, they cry upon her Walls, and keep nd 
Silence ; proclaiming to Saints and Sinners, ti 
whole Will of God : while they diſtribute to eacl 


every Heart be lifted up, ſaying © Lory, Lon) 
Be a Sun and a Shield; Be for Light, and for Defence 
unto thy Servants. Preſerve their own Soul 
Stand by them, and confirm their Word. Op 
unto them a Door of Utterance ; nor let the For 


of Earth or Hell, prevail againſt them.“ 
E 
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And moreover; It is not only for thoſe, who 
re already employed i in the Word and Doctrine, 
hat the People ſhould pray; but they ſhould alſo 
beſeech the LorD of the Harveſt, to ſend forth more 
Labourers into the Harveſt : That He, ſpeaking the 
Word, great may be the Company of the Preach- 
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ers! 


Aras! what Multitudes are periſhing for lack of 
Knowledge !. And by whom ſhall they be inſtructed 

and ſaved? LorD, Thou knoweſt. O ſend forth 

thy Light and thy Truth ! Anoint and appoint, for. 
reaching the Goſpel, Men, who ſhall not count 

their Lives dear unto themſelves ; but who ſhall 

pladly ſpend and be ſpent, for the Good of Souls! 

How ſhall Sinners hear without a Preacher ? And 
How ſhall they preach, unleſs they are ſent by Thee; 
By Thee, whoſe Miſſion to every Meſſenger of 
Thine is, « As my Father ſent me, even fo 
end I you.” All that ever came before Thee; 
before they were appointed and approved by Thee, 
were Thieves and Robbers ; and therefore did not, 
could not profit the People. Lord, ſave us from 
that wonderful and horrible Thing, Jerem. v. 30, 
31. Thus you ſee ſome few Reaſons, why the Mi- 
niſters of CRRIST, need your Prayers. 
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IL. IJ come in the ſecond Place, to ſpeak of tue 
Things, which ſhould eſpecially be prayed for, in 
heir Behalf; or, What may be the Matter of the 
People's Prayers for their Miniſters ? And they are 
, | ſuch 
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re err 


them; ſtrenghthen, uphold, and ſuſtain their Spirits, 


* — 
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. 


ſhch as reſpect, The State of thelt Mitte 3 
Souls. 2. The FR of their L aboars, The Dn: MM 
gers, Temptations and Trials, to which Miniſters ſpeak 
in a peculiar Manner, are expoſed, have been idem 
briefly touched upon already; and ſhould be fo many nt, a 
Motives, to ſtir up the Children of Gov, to unceal. idle! 
ing Prayer, in their Behalf, Did People but knoy, the K 
what the Servants of Gob go through, in their own. well 

CaRI 


Mind! What Conflicts they often feel with wicked 


Spirits, the Powers of Darkneſs in general; through lead t 
what Fire and Water they often wade, to keep a Proph 


good Conſcience, and to bring Souls to the Wealth ing t 
Place] O, they would cry mightily to Heaven, in ng 
ſlumbe 


their Behalf: They would frequently ſay, Loxd ſpare x 
left a 
Suffer not thy Servants to faint or flag. Arm then 
with thy Armour: Make them ſtrong to labour 
and patient to ſuffer. O, Let them conquer, 
through thy Blood! And having fully preachel 
the Goſpel to others, let not themſelves be cal 
away ! = 1 : = 


Taz 
rs be: 
ſmoot! 
ter of 
own S 
erful, 

judgm 
the Lc 
and F l 


As to the Things to be prayed for, reſpedtin the 
Goſpel, the Text mentions one or two Particulars 
Pray for us, faith the Apoſtle, that the Word o 
the LorRD may have free Courſe and be glorified 


even as 1t 15 with you.” But When may the Word a T 
of the LozD be ſaid to run and be glorified ? t 18 p 

| ners; 
inmeſt 


1117 J 


1. Wazn the Preachers of the Goſpel, have a Door 
of Utterance opened unto them, and are enabled to 
ſpeak the Word without Fear: When it is given 
them to preach, with the Demonſtration of the Spi- 
nt, and with Power; to make known the unſearch- 
able Riches of CHRIST, and declare the Myſteries of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. A Miniſter has Need to be 
well furniſhed, for the Edification of the Body of 
CarisT, His Church. We know that if the Blind 
lead the Blind, both muſt fall into the Ditch, If the 
Prophets propheſy falſely, or if they are, accord- 
ing to the Prophets Words, dumb Dogs, which 
cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down and loving to 
ſlumber, How muſt the People then be deſtroyed, or 
let a prey to the Deſtroyer of Souls? 


Tax Ignorant and the Ungodly, like thoſe Preach- 

rs beſt, who make the Way to Heaven broad and 
ſmooth, and heal lightly, the Wound of the Daugh- 
ter of Gop's People. But ſurely all who love their 
own Souls, ſhould beſecch Gop, to give them pow- 
erful, Heart-ſearching Miniſters : Men of ſound 
Judgment, Zeal, and Integrity; that the Word of 
the Loxp, in their Mouth, may be as a Hammer 
ind Fire ; and may thus run and be glorified. 


2. Tus Word may be ſaid to be glorified, when 
t is powerful, thro' God, to the awakening Sin- 
urs; when the Sword of the Spirit, enters into the 
not Soul of the Ungodly, piercing them with a 
deep 
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ſo there are exceeding great and precious Promiſes, 


3 * N ; 125 
the Power of Gop unto Salvation, Rom. i. 16, Fail 


Tidings of the Goſpel, which its Miniſters bring, 


[.118*}1 

deep Senſe of their Guilt, Miſery, and Helpleſich 
vrhen it conſtrains them to cry But, What ſhall 
we do to be ſaved? Who ſhall deliver us from the 
Body of this Death? The Word of the Logo is 
of ſovereign Efficacy; it has a particular Energy, 
and prevails, to awaken and comfort Souls, where 
all human Means fail. The Goſpel is the Word 
of a King; it has Majeſty ; it bears down all be 
fore it; and is glorified, in its victorious Con- 


queſt, over all Oppoſition, from Earth, and 
Hell. | | 


bins, 
fully d 
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3. Tur Word of the Lo Ro is alſo glorified, when 


In the 
broken-hearted, mourning Sinners, are bound up, 


and comforted thereby. It not only kills, but a 
likewiſe makes alive, It is the Word of Reconci- - 
lation, as well as of Condemnation. As there are il” © 


hen! 
Uth, 
n Lo 


various and terrible Threatnings to the Ungodly; 
to all returning, penitent Sinners. The Goſpel is 


generally comes by Hearing. It is wonderſul, whit 
a bleſſed Virtue and Sweetneſs, there is in thoſe glad 


to ſinking, wretched Sinners! O, Who can fully 
ſet forth the tender Mercy, the free Love, and 
Overflowings of Compaſſion, that are treaſured up 
in God our Saviour; and pub plimed by the Meſſen- 
gers of Peace, for the Comfort and Encouragement 
of all returning Sinners! O, How do guilty Re- 


ir 
bels rejoice, when CuRIST crucified, bearing ny 


ns, and ſhedding his Heart's Blood for them, i: 
fully declared, and offered for their Acceptance ! 
Well may ſuch cry out, „ Bleſſed is he that com- 
ek in the Name of. the Logo ! Glory, . Glory 
be to Gop in the Higheſt ! Bleſſed. be Gop 
or CHRIST JESV Ss, through whom we 
ind, There is Mercy for us, and plenteous Redemp- 
tin ! Redemption for Us, the Out-caſts of Men ! 
0 aſtoniſhing Grace!“ There comes a Voice from 
Mount Sir, crying, “ Sinners be of good Courage; 
your Sins are forgiven you.” And if the Voice 
from Sinai, made them fear and tremble, this from 


dn, enables them to believe and rejoice, And thus, 
in the comforting of Sinners, is the Word of the 
Bop glorified. 55 8 


. The Word of the Logo, runs, and is glorified, 
hen Saints are thereby, built up in their moſt holy 
in. While the Servants of Gov ſpeak the Truth 
n Love, the Saints grow up into CHRIST, in all 
Things, who is their living Head; and fromWhom, 
be whole Body, fitly joined together, and compacted, 
dy that which every Joint ſupplieth, according to 
ie efectual working, in the Meaſure of every 


gof itſelf in Love. 


To repent and believe the Goſpel, is ſomething 
rat and bleſſed; and O, happy for all thoſe who 
ve attained thereto, But till, we are not to ſtop 
here 


—— 1 


art, maketh Encreaſe of the Body, unto the edify- 
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here. We muſt grow in Grace, and in the Knoy. if 
ledge, of our Loxp Jesvs CHRIST. We muſt add 
unto our Faith, Virtue, Courage, Knowledge, Wl yi 
Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly Kind. Str 
neſs and Charity. Whoſoever lacketh theſe thing 


is blind, and cannot ſee afar off; but whoſo doth ] 
theſe things, ſhall never fall, 2 Pet. 1. 5. 10. n: 
how lovely, how deſirable a Sight is it, to ſee a gu rei 
rious Church, having neither Spot, nor Wrinkle con 
nor any ſuch Thing! bin 

ſtrez 


5. ST1LL further: The Word of the T.oxv i Wo: 
glorified, by its fruitful Progreſs; the ſpreading and 
abroad of the Goſpel, throughout the different 7/5 
gions of the Univerſe ; and its powerful Effed he 


throughout the whole Soul of every Believer. Ik, a 


Beginnings are often ſmall ; but the Grain of Mule! G 
tardſeed becomes a great Tree. A little one becom tan 
a Thouſand ; and a ſmall One, a ftrong Natiolihem 
O what a glorious Inſtance of the Progreſs of f 

Goſpel, is that we read of, Ads ii. Three Tho lan 
fand converted under one Sermon; yea, the Wolf.) | 
daily ran, and was glorified, by the Obedience ner: 


Multitudes to the Faith. Lox p, we look for Wor 


Time, when all the Earth ſhall be filled with t 
Knowledge of Thy Glory! When the Kingdoms Wit Hi 
this World, ſhall become the Kingdoms of n! 
Gov, and of CHRIST! When all Nations, ft 
flow to the Loxp ; when the Mountain of | 


Loxpy's Houſe, hall be eſtabliſhed upon the Te 


r 
of the Mountains, and all Fleſh ſhall ſee the Sal- 
vation of our Gop ! When all ſhall love Thee, 
with all their Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 
Strength ! O Gop, haſten the Time ! 


Ir is true, that whenever a Work of God begins 
in any Place, or upon any Soul, the Devil raiſes a 
Tempeſt to overtarow it. (See Revel. xii. 4.) He is 
continually deviſing, How he may moſt effeQually 
hinder the Work of Gop. He raiſes Offences, be- 
frews tumbling Blocks, invents Lies, and fills the. 
World with Reproaches, againſt thoſe that preach, 
and thoſe that hear the Goſpel, Wherever th# Seed 
if the Serpent lives, it will ſtir and riſe up, againſt 
the Intereſts of Car1sT, and his Kingdom; and 
, apainſt the powerful preaching of the Word 
of Gop. While Men indeed are careleſs and ſecure, 
aan ſeems to withdraw, and does not much Aſſault 
em. But when his Intereſts are weakning, and his 
Kingdom begins to ſhake, then doth the ſtrong 
Man beſtir himſelf, and rages horribly. (See As 
.) Conſider, How the true Servants of God, in 
peeral, have ſuffered ſince the Beginning of the 
Ford. Thro' CurtsT „ however, they were more 
an Conquerors. He is the mighty Gop, and will 


Himſelf the Victory, over Hell, and Earth and 
i | 


to bring Sinners to Repetance and Salvation. 


1 1 

We ſee then, what are the Things, with reſpel 
eſpecially, to the preaching the Goſpel, for whic 
We ought to pray : Namely, That the Word of 
the Lox D, may convince and convert Sinners; that 
Saints may be thereby, built up in their moſt hol 
Faith; and that all the Ends of the Earth, may ſe 
the Salvation of our Goo! 


Ap ſurely every, Sincere Chriſtian, every lover d 
God, and his Neighbour, is diſpoſed to make Sup 
plication for All Men. Every one who has taſte 
that the Loxp is gracious, having felt the goal 
Word, and the Powers of the World to come, can: 
not but deſire and pray, that others may partake 
the like Bleſſings. They long to have Friends an 
Enemies, Jews and Gentiles; the whole World 
brought into the Fold of Carr, and made happ) 
In their. God. And hence, in a peculiar Manner 
they do and ought, to pour out their Hearts to Go 
In Behalf of his miniſtring Servants. Both Chriſtia 
Preachers, and Chriſtian People, conſpire together 


III. And now, ye Saints of Gop, ye Children of th 
Kingdom, Will ye not pray for your Teachers? Wi 
you not wreſtle with the Lok p, in mighty Prayet 
that He would inſpire and bleſs them? They lon 
you, and ſeek you, for Gop alone. They ſpeni 
and are ſpent, on the Service of your Faith; andre 


quire only this of you in return, that you woul 
| | | 1 con 


E 


conſtantly and earneſtly recommend them to God, 


in your Prayers. You are not to expect great Things 


om them; but are to look thro? them, to the only 


Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, the Loxbo IEsus 
Cüsisr. You are to follow them, only fo far as 
tiey follow CarsT, and to receive his Meſſage 


om their Lips: Not indeed, with a blind, impli- 


eit Obedience; but ſo far only, as it agrees with 


he Word of Gop. And then, you ſhould regard 
te true Meſſengers of CHRIST, even as the Angels 
f Gov. The Word which they preach, will judge 


you in the laſt Pay. By it, you muſt ſtand or fall 
orever. It will be a ſwift Witneſs againſt all who 


ſipiſe it for! Whoſo deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth Me,” 


ih CnRIsT. O, Take Heed then, how ye 


ear, 


— 


How can any of you ſay, you have Zeal 


ir Gov, or are his Children, who do not 
all mightily upon the Loxb, in Behalf of his Ser- 
nts, that labour in the Vineyard : who do not 


dur out your Souls, that his Light and Truth, may 


made known upon the Earth, and his ſaving. 
ealth, unto all Nations ? It is a good Mark, that 


Perſon has taſted of the good Word, when his 


cart bleeds for the Salvation of All. O, for that 
I, to wiſh, in St. Paul's Senſe and Words, to be 
en accurſed, for the Sake of thoſe, who are ſtran- 
s and Enemies to the Gop of Heaven, and to 


e Coſpel of our LoR D Jesvs CHRIST! Be aſſured, 


if 


—ͤ—ũ——' (2—ͤ—» —— — — 1 ——— — — 


6 — 
. 
po —— 
. oor 
x Eo 


= a - * 4 

—— yt AO OA Rn 
nn eng ————— 
—— u 


— — — ——_ 
2 
- cf — 5 Ce 
ot RET 
> — ew nnd I EI _ 
= i SS AC 4 3 
* . — r —— 
— nv AG —— 
KI OE gr 1 
2 We AR > : = 
2 — oe 


OI, - 
"= = 
— 


— AEST 
we 


. 


a oh 
1 K — . 2 * * 
— . * 0 


we, who are not worthy of a Name, among his Ser. 
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ſo ſtrong, that we need not the Help of others. Alai 


11241 
if your Heart is not often deeply affected, at che 
Miſery of Mankind, and with Deſire for their 
Salvation, it is a Sign you have never yet, rightly 
felt your own Miſery ; and much leſs been Partaker,, 
of the rich Grace of Gov, for the Forgiveneſs of 
your Sins, and for your Union with CRRIST. 0, 
if you had, you would thirſt for the Happineſs of 
the Human Race, as he did. 


Tur laſt Uſe I ſhall make of the Words of the 
Text is this, Let every Preacher of CHRIST conf. 
der, the Need he has of the Prayers of the Faith. 
ful! Did Paul, the aged, who was caught up into WM rc, 
Paradiſe ; heard the Words, and received the In the 
ſtructions of the Son of Gop Himſelf ; Did he think WM, 


the Prayers of the Churches ſo needful for him, dor 


ſo frequently beg for them? And ſhould not ve, Hal 


vants ; ſhall not we ſeek this Aſſiſtance alſo? Lon, L 
What Helps do we want! O let us not be hing 
minded; let us not think, becauſe we ftand at tat 
Head of a Congregation, and teach others, thafl:1,,, 


therefore we need not be taught ourſelves 3 or at 


we need the Prayers of © the weakeſt Beginner i 
Jzsvs's Love.” May we think ſoberly of ou 
ſelves ! May we follow the Example of St. Pl 
and all the primitive true Servants of Gop ; ke? 


ing under our Body, and bringing it into Sul 
jedbo 


[ 125] 
jection, leſt after having * to others, we our- 
ſelves ſhould be caſt away | 


„ _ 


0, Let us conſider our high and holy Calling; 
the Trials we have to encounter with, and the Truſt 
repoſed in us. Let us endeavour, to preſent. every. 
Man perfect in Cnr1sT Jesvs, even as ourſelves. 
Let us renounce the Friendſhip and Glory of this 
World. Let us enlighten and inftrut, by our 
Converſation, as well as Thunder, from the Word, 
in our preaching. The chief Shepherd will focn 
appear, and require an Account of our Stewardſhip. 
Fe are but faithful, then, tho Iſrael be not ga- 
thered ; though our Succeſs be ſmall, our Perſons 
obſcure, and our Labours made no Account of, yet | 
our Reward is with the Load, and our r Recompence 
uu be from our Gov. 


Ler us then, every one, hear our Loxp, ſpeak- 
ing to us, and ſaying, * Stir up the Gift of Goo, 
that is in thee. Be faithful to thy Charge. Cry 
loud; ſpare not: Lift up your Voice like a 
Trompet, Fight the good Fight. Finiſh your | 


ou to ſhare with Me, in the Joys of that laſt 
Freſentation, Lo! Here am I, and the Children 
hom Thou haſt given Me.” 
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Courſe, Be faithful unto Death ! So ſhall I not be 
ahamed to account you my Brethren, and cauſe _ 
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FIxAL Lx Brethren, Pray for us, that we may be 
thus preſented with you to Gop, and ſhine as ths 
Stars, for ever and ever! And may He preſerye you 


blameleſs unto the Coming of our Loxp Jxsus 


Cunisr, with all his Saints! Even fo Lon 
Jesvs ! 
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Love, the End of the care, 


A 
DISCOURSE 


ON 


1 FI N. i. 5. 


New the End of the Commandment is Charity, 


out of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, 
and of Faith unfeigned, 


. W was given by Inſpiration of 
Gov, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, and for Inſtruction in Righ- 
teouſneſs; and whoſoever reads with Underſtand- 
ing, is thereby made wiſe to Salvation, through 
Faith that is in CHRIST JESUS. We find, by com- 
paring ſpiritual Things with Spiritual, that ſome 
Parts of holy Scripture exceed others, in Depth, ty 
ad Extenſivenefs of Signification, as much as one 1 
Nar differeth from another in Glory. It is plain, 
that ſome Parts of it are more fitted, to make known 
the Will of God to Men, and the Way wherein they 
ould go, than others: As, for Example, the Scrip- 


tures 
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tures of the New Teſtament, are in this Reſpeg, 
preferable to theſe of the Old Teſtament. Goy i 


pleaſed, in ſome Places to reveal to us His whole 


Will, concerning the Way of Salvation, in a fey 
Chapters; as in the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh Chapters 
of St. Ma!ther's, Goſpel. Sometimes in one Sen- 
tence, or Verſe; as Deut. xii. 10. Mich. vii. 6, 


Jan xvii. 3. And in the Words before us: In 


which we have a ſummary View and Deſcription, 
of the very Eſſence of Pure, and undefiled Religion, 
The End of the Commandment is Charity, out 
of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and 


of Faith unfeigned.“ 


WnavsorvEx Things are true, honeſt, juſt, 
pure, lovely, of good Report; if there be any Virtue; 
if there be any Praiſe; they are all contained in 
theſe few Words of St. Paul. Here is a moſt ſure 
and ftedfaſt Foundation laid; and a moR amiable, 
ſolid, and permanent Superſtructure built thereon. 
St. Paul in this, and in all his Epiſtles, makes 
Car1sT the Foundation of every good Thing; and 
builds on Him, Gold, Silver, and Precious Stones; 
every Thing virtuous, hoty and happy : Things 
more deſirable than Gold, more precious than Ru- 
bies, and ſweeter than Honey, and the Honey: 
Comb. | 


Tax Occaſion of theſe Words was this, There 


were ſome Teachers at Epheſus, who preached ar 
| yers 
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vers and ſtrange Doctrines; Fewih Fables, and 
endleſs Genealogies: Men that raiſed Queſtions a- 
bout the Law, and Traditions among the Tees, 
which ſerved only to ſubvert the Hearers, and mi- 
niſtred to Pride and Vanity, rather than Godly 
edifying, which is in Faith. To reprove and hum- 
ble theſe vain Men, the Apoſtle, in theſe few Words, 
laying all theſe Contentions afide, ſums up the 
Whole of the Doctrine of Godlineſs. Now, the 
End of the Commandment is Charity ('aty 71) Love; 
the Love of Gop and Man, filling the Soul of a 
Believer : Which Love muſt ſpring from a pure 
Heart, and a good Conſcience, and Faith unfeign- 
| ed. From which Commandment (or Charge of 
Preaching the Goſpel, -as the Word implies) the 
| fore-mentioned Teachers, having turned away, were 
employed in vain Jangling, and not in preaching 


Soul. 


Axp although the original Words, may be con- 
ſdered, as primarily referring to the Charge of 
Preaching the Goſpel, nevertheleſs, the Truth of 
their Signification, reſpects all the Commandments 
of Gov ; for Love is the fulfilling of the whole 


Codlineſs, is to begin, either at the Top, or * the 
| | | Ot - 


Cnxisr crucified, which alone can profit the 


Law, Rom. xiii, I ſhall therefore from theſe Words, 
diſcourſe on the Nature of pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion : In order to which, we may invert the Or- 
der of the Words. St. PauPs Manner, in deſcrib- 
ing the Whole of the Truth, which is according to 
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Bottom of the Chriftian F abrick, and {6 deſcends, 


or aſcends accordingly. Examples of this we hare, 
1 Cor. i. 30. and vi. 11. and xiii. 13. 1 The i. 5. 
and v. 23. So, in the Text, he mentions Love as 
the End of the Commandment but this Love muſt 
proceed from a pure Heart; which implies a goud 


Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned, as the Ground of all. 


I ſhall begin with, 
I. Faith unfeig ned, and proceed to treat, in ot- 
der, of | 


II. A gecd Conſcience, 
III. A pure Heart, 
AN. Love, the Eud of the Commandment, 


I. Tam firſt to ſpeak of Faith unfeigned. And it highly: 
concerns every one, rightly to underſtand, the Na- 
ture of true, living Faith. We are told, that, 21. 
out Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; and. that b 
Faith the Elders ; the Patriarchs, holy Prophets, 
and primitive Servants of Goo in general, obtained 


a good Report. And it is by Faith, that all. trug 
Chriſtians ſtand in the Favour of Gov, and are pro 
miſed eternal Life. To be fully informed, as tt 
the Neceſſity and Fruit of Faith, one needs only t. 


read, with Underſtanding, and deeply confide 
Ger. xv. 6. Pſalm xxvii. 13, Hab. ii. 4. Mar 
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xyi. 16. John xi 255 26. Rom, iv. 5 and v. 4 


Ir we give due Heed to theſe Scriptures, we ſhall 
ſoon ſee the Neceſſity of that Direction. 2 Cor. 
viii. 5. Examine yourſelves avi ether ve be in the Faith ? 


Prove your own ſelves. But how may this be done? 
How ſhall a Perſon be aſſured, that his Faith is 
the very true, chriſtian, ſaving Faith ? There is no 
other Way of determining this, but by trying our 
Fath, by the Law, and by the Jeſtimony. Gop, who 
hath been pleaſed, to ordain Faith as the Condition, 
or Inſtrument of Salvation, hath hikewiſe conde- 
ended, of his great Mercy, to give us a clear Ac- 
cunt of its Nature and Properties. Our beſt and 
ſureſt Method is therefore, to attend to the Ac- 
wants which the Scripture gives us of this Matter, 
Ind we may find there, particularly deſcribed, 
„The Author of this Faith. 2. Its true and im- 
ſedate Object, as juſtifying the Sinner. 3. The 
hubjects of it, and 4. Its Fruit or Effects. We may 
Rak a little of each. 5 

1. Tur Author of true ſaving Faith, is the eter- 
iGop; Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Col. ii. 12. 
. xii, 2. Fames i. 17. Epbeſ. ii, 8. Faith is an 
mecial Gift of Gop; 'tis He beſtows it on poor 
mers. Man has no Power to work it in himſelf ; 
er has he the leaſt Goodneſs to merit it from 
. The Holy Spirit works it in our Hearts, 
= being 
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torical Faith, by hearing, reading and the like, 


does nothing at all advantage the Soul. Vea, one 


Scripture, and yet be deſtitute of this Faith u. 


in Righteoufneſs, who is mighty to ſave, It is His 


riſing. Tho? ſtill, more particularly, the Faith of; 


a Sinner as this; and nothing ſo effectually bel 


1 132 ] 
being given freely of the Father, thro' the Merit; 
of His Son, A Man may have a ſpeculative, hi; 


which may be ſaid to be his own. He may chang 
his religious Syſtem, and embrace, what ſome call 
The Faith; all which, being a mere human Thing, 
and in the Power of every one, to do at Pleaſure, 


may aſſent to all the Things contained in hoh 


feigned, ſpoken of in the Text. This does not grow 
in Nature's Garden. It is not every one that faith 
unto Jesv s, LorD, Lord, that has this precious 
this invaluable Treaſure of Faith. It is not pro 
duced by Argument from others; nor is it the Re. 
ſult of mere Study, or Speculation, in ourſelves, 
But it is the Work and Gift, of Him that ſpeaket 


Gift, to every poor conſcious Unbeliever. It is th 
Gift of GOD, Eph. ii. 


2. The Object of Faith, as juſtifying the Sinner 
is Gob in CRRISs T, 2 Cor. v. It looks eſpeciall 
to CyrIsT ; to CHRIST, living, dying, reigning aut 


Sinner, fixes itſelf chiefly upon IEs us, in Agonis 
extended upon the Croſs, bleeding to Death, f 
his Redemption! Nothing ſo breaks the Heat 


every Sadneſs, every Sickneſs of the Soul. I 


j 
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the Help which the Sinner receives from this, from 
telicving in CHRIST, as dying for him, is not, at 
leaſt very rarely, if ever, the Reſult of forced Spe- 
culations on the Head. But in our Extremity, 
when we know not what ſhall become of us; and 


in Confuſion, are looking about for Help, we know 
not where, the Holy Ghoſt preſents before our 
Heart, Es us Cns1sT, evidently ſet forth, cru- 
ciied for #57 We are confounded, and cry out 
„My Loxv, and my Gop !” Our Faith faſtens 
mon Him! We cleave to Him, and are inſtantly 
nade happy. 


Now, the Soul ſees all in CRRIS : and from 
is Time, eſteems every Thing as Dung and 
roſs, in Compariſon of CHRI18 Jesvs, its LorDy, 
ow we diſcern the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Iromiſes of Gop, ſealed to us by the Blood of the 
anb. The Soul now wholly and heartily, con- 
des in the Blood, and Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
ath ſhews that Gop doth not, will not ſave the 
inner, but thro? CHRIST. Faith fixing upon Him, 
rings the Soul to CHRIST, and CHRIST to the Soul. 


3. The Subject, or Seat of this Faith, is the 
ert of a juſtified Sinner. So ſaith St. Paul, With 
e Heart Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs.” The 
nderſtanding and Will, are mainly concerned. 
le true Light ſhines into our Soul, and diſcovers 
ur diſordered, dangerous State ; We become ſen⸗ 
WEE {ible 


ger, in which Sin has involved us. We likegif 


of CHRIST, to ſave. We ſee with our Eyes, hea 
with our Ears, underſtand with our Hearts, ar 
converted, and ſaved. We embrace the Lon p's Me. 
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thod of ſaving us, and find Reſt to our Souls, 


Sinner, to lay hold on CHRIST. Perceiving t 
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$ble of the Guilt, Miſery, Helpleſneſs, and Dan. 


diſcover the Love, Willingneſs, and All -ſufficieng 


Tor although, as has been hinted, the very Ar. 


ticle of our finding Deliverance, from the Guilt all ; 
| Condemnation of Sin, be not the Reſult of ReafonM ji 
ing or Argument ; but the immediate Effect of te py 
Holy Spirit's Operation: Nevertheleſs, we pe 
ceive, on attending to it, that there is the uf eo 
moſt Reaſon for every Thing, which Goo ha T 

commanded us, either to believe or do. The Spill 
rit of Gop, enlightens our Underſtanding, and | 
ſhews us, that all He enjoins, is our reaſonable & in 
vice, We ſee particularly, that it is altogether i Rig 
and reaſonable, that we ſhould truſt in CRHRISf ro 
lone, for Liſe and Salvation. Wh 
miſ 


AxD as Gop enlightens the Underſtanding, tion 
perceive the unſearchable Riches of Car157 ; allo 
doth He alſo encline the Will, and epable der 


he muſt periſh, unleſs the Blood of CHRIST f 
him, the Sinner is willing to come ta CHRIST, 
all he wants. IIe truſts in Him, for Life, Jul 


cation, Holineſs, and Heaven. And noſe ; 
| 6 Ve A 
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Heart believing unto Righteouſneſs, Confeſſion 15- 
"ade from a willing Mind, with the Mouth, unto 


Salyation. 


4. Tae Fruits or Effects of this Faith, are what I 
would chiefly inſiſt upon: fer it is by knowing 


theſe, that we can ſafely judge of our own State, 


and are enabled to make a right Judgment of the 


bai we profes. And Firſt, Juſtification is a 
rait of true Faith. Whoever rightly believes, is 
juſtified from all Things; he has received the For- 
piveneſs of all his Sins, Gen. xv. 6. Afs Xi. 39. 
Rom, iv. 5, and v. 1, Pardon, Acceptance, Re- 
eonciliation (all which indeed amount to the ſame 
Thing) are the Fruit of true Faith. 


THERE is no Condemnation to them that believe 
in Cnaisr JEsus. He is the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth. All the 
Prophets give their Teſtimony to this Truth, that 
whoſoever believeth in CHRIST, receives the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, A x. Whoever reads with Atten- 
tion and Prayer, the following Scriptures, will needs 

allow, that all thoſe who have true Faith, bave 
therewith the Forgiveneſs of Sins, John xi. 26. 
n x. 43 and xiii. 39- and xvi. 31. Rom. iv. 5 
and v. 1. and Vi 1. and x. 4. Epbeſ. ii. 8. and 
u. 32. John v. 12, 13. No one ean, in the 
Proper, evangelical Senſe, be ſaid to be a Believer, 


w, unleſs he has Redemption in the Bled of Cunisr, 
He! ve Forgis reneſs of Sins, 
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2. A ſecond Fruit, of the true, Chriſtian Faith, is 
Clearneſs of Evidence, concerning our State of Ac. 


ceptance with Gop. All that rightly believe, can 


fay with humble Boldneſs, We have not received 
the Spirit of Bondage, again to fear, but we have 
received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father, the Spirit itſelf, beareth Witneſs with 
our Spirit, that we are the Children of Gop,” 


Rom. viii. 15, 16. St. Joh ſaith, © He thatbeliev- 


eth in the Son of Gov, hath the Witneſs in him- 
ſelf;“ even that Witneſs, that he is paſſed from 
Death unto Life. We have received (ſaith St. 
Paul) not the Spirit of the World, but the Spi- 
rit which is of Gon, that we might know the 
Things that are freely given to us of Gop, 1 Cor. 
ii. 12.” Our Sins are not only pardoned, on our 
believing in Jesvs, but He alſo aſcertains our Con- 
ſcience, that they are pardoned. - He writes it upon 
our Hearts, I am merciful to thine Unrighteouſneſs, 
I have blotted out thy Sins as a Cloud, and thine 
Iniquity as a thick Cloud.” We believe it, and 
rejoice in his Love, The Believer feels he has 
Peace with God ; having withal, a divine Conſci- 
ouſneſs or Perſuaſion, of his Title to eternal Life, 
thro' Him that hath loved us. His Language is, 
« Logp Jesus, thou haſt died for my Sins, and 
haſt waſhed me from all Guilt, in tliy moſt precious 
Blood. Thou art my Beloved, and I am Thine: 
And I cannot but love and praiſe Thee!“ 
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How indeed can any one have the Remiſſion of 
gins, and not know it? Is not the State of Juſtifica- 
tion, like Light after Darkneſs, Life after Death, 
Strength after Weakneſs ; in ſhort, Heaven after 
Hell ! Now, if the blind cannot receive their Sight, 
the Dead be raiſed to Life, the Sorrowful com- 
forted, the Sick healed, and the Weak ſtrengthened, 
without their Knowledge of it; ſo, neither can a. 
Sinner be converted to Gop, without knowing that 
he is ſo. We tafte, we ſee, that the Loxn is graci- 
ous! His Love is ſhed abroad in our Heart; and 
the Believer rejoices in Hope of the Glory of 
Gop | 


OS 
— 2 — 
— — — — — 
n = . * — — —— jüüͤ— — = 
— os Es AG - ' 

— — - ＋ — — ny * — ' 

— = — M2 
— = ARSE == 2 — * — 
" — - x 6 - — — ——— — 
5 — ri 
—— — — — — — . 


— > 
* 


CE mm 
b g = —— — — Ea 
——— — — — 
— - — - 8 E 
- ä — — PINES . ]˙ - ˙Li 


_ 


— — — - 
te Lb 
— 2 
1 fe — 


3. Faith unfeigned purifies the Heart. It derives: 
from CHRIST 's Fulneſs, Grace to renew us in the, 
Spirit of our Minds, after the Likeneſs of Him that 
created us. As Faith is the Condition of Juſtifica- 

| tion, ſo is it likewiſe the Inſtrument of Sanctifica- 
tion, As xv. 9. and xxvi. 18, Purifying their Hearts 
Laith. That they may receive an nheritance 
anong them that are Santified, by Faith that is in Me, 
faith our Lorp. The Faith of the Goſpel is a 
working Principle, and includes Sanctification in 
ts very Nature. We are created in Cy81sT JEsus, 
to good Works, which Gop hath prepared for 
u to walk in. Continuing to believe, all old things 
we done away, and every Part becomes new, All 
ve are, muſt be brought into Subjection to Gop. 
/ Faith we are born of Gop, and partake of the 
Wine ] Nature, till we are without Spot and Blame-- 


M. 3 | | leſs. 
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leſs. Faith quenches all the fiery Darts of the Devil, 


This 
overcomes the World, ſubdues Sin, gives Power to 1 bi 
the Faint, bears many Burthens, doth all Things Man 
willingly, renders us and all we do, in His Service, yen, 
acceptable to Gov. Whereas, without Faith we may | 
can pleaſe Him in nothing we do. The Works of ail ther 1 
Child of Gov, are done in Faith, and receive a Re. ever t 
; ward from God. upon 
. Belien 
 WarosoEver thus abideth in CHRIS, ſinneth not: your | 
whoſoever ſinneth hath not ſeen Him, neither known the w. 
Him. We know that whoſoever is born of Goo, finW t© the 
neth not. How ſhould they that are dead to Sin, ly nade 
any longer therein? Knowing this, that the old Mal $o tha 
is. crucified with CHRIST, that the Body of sii peak 
| might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould noi der Cc 
ſerve Sin. The Son hath made the Believer freę f has nc 
and he is free indeed ! All ar 

| | f Love, 
4. A farther Fruit, or Effect of true Faith, I Vords 
Obedience to all the Commandments of CRHRISHJ ions, 
He that believeth, loveth; and Love will laboq er Sche 

and do, if poſſible, even more than is commande f doul. 
« If any Man love Me, ſaith Jusvs, he will keep MW! you 
Words. He that loveth Me not, keepeth not M Operati 
Sayings.“ nay be 
Rrted, 

Now then, before we proceed any farther, 1 

me beſeech you, Brethren, to examine yourſelrq Has 
whether ye be in the Faith? Have you ever beQith in 
convinced of Sin; above all, of the Sin of Lace eke of 


T 
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This is, in a particular Manner, the damning Sin. 

ſt binds all other Sins upon the Soul; it keeps a 

Man under the Curſe, and ſhuts him out of Hea-- 
yen, See Mark xvi. 16. and John iii. 18, 36. You 

may be aſſured, if you never had any Doubts, whe- 

ther you are a Believer, or no; you are an Unbeli- 

erer to this Hour; and the Wrath of Gop abideth 

upon you. O, do not think that you were born a 
Reliever ; or at leaſt, that you are a Believer, ſince 

your Baptiſm. Your firſt Birth brought you into 

the World a Child of Wrath, Eph. ii. 3. And as 

to the Benefits of your Baptiſm, they are long ago 

made null and void, by your ſinning againſt Gop: 

do that your Baptiſm, is become Unbaptiſm (ſo. to 
ſpeaks ; ) you were conceived in Sin, and born un- 

der Condemnation, and it is plain, your Baptiſm 

bas not altered the Caſe, if now you hve in Sin, 

All avails nothing, without Faith, working by 

Love, or a New Creature. O, do not truſt in vain 

Words. Call not Notions, Profeflions, and Opi- 

tions, by the Name of Faith. It is not a Syſtem, 

r Scheme of Doctrines, that can ad vantage your 

doul, No; you muſt renounce yourſelf, come out 
of yourſelf, and ſeek from Go, a Faith of the 
Operation of His Holy Spirit, that your Sins 

tay be blotted out, and your Soul truly con- 

verted. 


Ha s Gop, I aſk again, ſhewn thee thy Want of 
Nath in CarisT ? Didſt thou ever feel the heavy 
cke of Sin, a fore Burthen, too heavy for thee 

1 to 
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to bear? And haſt thou groaned to be delivered! 
Hath the Lon p, ever done with thee, as with the 
once perſecuting Sau, or any thing fimilar thereto? 
See As ix. Row, vii. Phil. iii. This poor Sinne 
thought he had Faith enough, becauſe he was out 
wardly conformable to the Law, and enjoyed al 
the Privileges of a Few : But when CHN Is ſpoke 
to his Heart, he found he had not the try 
Faith „and was under the Curſe of the Law: H 
ſaw his Nakedneſs of Righteouſneſs, and ſubmitte 
to be ſaved by the Grace and Righteouſneſs, of th 
Lord jesus CURISsT. He counted all Thing 
Dung and Drois, that he might win CHRIST, an 
be found in Him, at the laſt Day. May the Gov 
all Grace, work on thee in like Manner, that tho 
alſo, mayeſt be ſaved in the Day of the LoRD Ir 
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II. Tux ſecond T hing to be conſidered, is 
good Conscience. This indeed 1s a neceſſary Atte 
dant, on Faith unftigned. And without it, it is ini 
poſſible for any one to be truly happy. Unleſs 
| Perſon has the Teſtimony of his Conſcience, ti 
in all Things, he ſeeks to do the Will of Gov, | 
can have no ſolid Joy, or true Confidence towar 
_ Gov. Now, a good Conſcience implies t 
Things, 1. That it be ſprinkled, by the Blood 
CHRIST ; and 2. That it be tender. St. Paule 
3 horts the Hebrews, to draw near to God, with a'tn 
Heart, and adds, (intimating, that it is impoſll 
to do this, without what follows,) “ having © 

| Hea 
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Hearts ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience; and our 
Podies waſhed with pure Water.“ 


FyzRY one is conſcious to himſelf, that he has 
fed, We cannot ſurvey our Life, without ſees 
zo that we have variouſly and grievouſly offended, 
nd are accountable to Gop, for all we have done. 
is ſaid of the Jews, Jobn, viii. that they were con- 
ited by their own Conſcience ; the ſame is ſaid 
f the Gentiles; Rom, ii. Their Conſcience accuſed 
hem. An evil Conſcience, is that Worm that never 
jth; it is a Wound, and a Sting, to every 
ne that hath it. And no Man has a good 
ſcience by Nature. It muſt therefore be ſprink- 


bod. A Sinner may endeavour to ſtill and huſh, 
e Clamours of his evil Conſcience; he may 
wy and harden it; but it will awake, ſooner or 
ter, The Worm will never die, till it be killed 
the Blood of CRRIST. 


How did Bela zar's Heart ache! How did he 
ble, and his Strength fail, becauſe his Thoughts, 
Conſcience troubled him] Dar. v. 5. 6. No, 
dinner cannot fly from himſelf; he carries his 
Hell within him. There is no Peace to the 
icked, ſaith my Gop, Vai. lvii. 21. O what 
lfery muſt a guilty Sinner feel, in his own Breaſt! 
n is he griped and torn, as it were, by the 
"gi of Hell ! Eſpecially when he thinks of Death 

and 


d by the Blood of Jzsvs, in order to become- 
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and judgment! A guilty Conſcience who can best 


A 
And guilty it muſt be, till that healing, cleanſing Baln EL: 
be applied to it; the precious Stream of a Saviour“ Guilt ; 
Blood! This it is, that purifies us from dead reſin 


Works, to ſerve the living God, 7:9. ix. In vain brod C. 
are other Medicines applied to help. A man mi romit 
weep, and fait and pray! he may read, communicate ue Co 
and give Alms ; all of which are good, in the hit all 


Place: But, unleſs he goes farther, the Hurt Wi Co, 
bis Soul, will be healed but ilightly. When ti; or 
Spirit of Judgment and of Burning, comes to tf, :.; 
every Man's Work, as by Fire; O then, nothin... 8 


ean ſcreen from Ruin and Wrath, but a Purgatf the M. 
by the Blood of Jesus CHRIST. | ng w! 


e Wor] 
mſelf 2 
es ſho 
onſcienc 
dſt of C 
Mrerb, 
This is 
ence, th 
th fleſh, 
have ( 
12. 


Come then, Fly to this Fountain, and waſh aw 
5 your Guilt and Corruption. Reſt not, till you i 
aſſured your Sins are all blotted out, and you are 
Peace with Gov. A good Conſcience will t 
ariſe from unfeigned Faith; from a Senſe of G0 
Favour. This gives Peace and Joy to the Ce 
ſcience, and emboldens the Soul to draw neat 
Gov. This is the firſt thing implied in a good Cl 
ſcience to have all our Sins hlottedout : Namely, 
the ſprinkling of the Blood of CarisT ; by af 
ing Power, and ſenſible Application of the Me 
of the Redeemer, to the guilty Conſcience of aA tende 
condemned Sinner, 5 000 ipect to 


— 
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A good Conſcience is alſo, a tender Conſcience, 
is not only free from a terrifying Senſe of 
wlt ; but alſo ſuſceptible of the tendereſt Im- 
efions, and jealous of the leaſt Defection. A 
od Conſcience is ſenſible of every Sin, either 
Omiſſion or Commiſſion. Whoever would have 
ue Confidence towards Gop, muſt keep his Heart 
ih all Diligence; and be exactly careful, that 
s Conſcience has nothing to condemn him 
Ir, or reproach him with. Then only can we 
awe juſt Confidence towards G o p, when our 
art condemns us not, 1 Jobn iii. 21. Happy 
the Man that condemneth not himſelf, in the 
ung which he alloweth. Alas! in vain do all 
e World approve, when one is condemned of 
inlelf: As, on the other Hand, though Multi- 
des ſnould cenſure and comdemn, yet, if one's 
mſcience acquits, there is Tranquility, in the 
iaſt of Obloquy. A good Conſcience, as ſaith the 
brerb, is a continual Feaſt. And faith St, Paul, 
This is our rejoicing, the Teſtimony of our Con- 


ence, that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not 
th heſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, 

have our Converſation in the World,” 2 Cor. 
12. 


— 
KY 


a tender Conſcience is careful, not only with 
ipect to the Commiſſion of Sin, and Omiſſions of 
STIs | | Duty 
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Duty ; but likewiſe, as to every Motion of 


the Grace of Gop; the Viſitations of the Hol A 

Spirit, and the Carriage of the Soul, toward Blot 
its Gon, 

| | B 

6 Jealous leaſt Earth ſhould claim a Part, 1 b 

| ut 


Or, ought diſſei ze Him of His own.“ 


A tender Conſcience hearkens with Attentiar 
to what the Loxp has to ſay to it; and everman 
deſires, © Speak Los p, for thy Servant heareth. 


Whoſoever is poſſeſſed of this, ſerves Goo with Cu 
perfect Heart, and a willing Mind. They a © 
careful, by all Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, bt 
keep a Conſcience void of Offence, both toward perl 
God, and towards Man. They labour in all Thing mou 
to do juſtly, love ded and walk humbly T7, 
GoD. that 
: Jour 
Now then, I beſeech you Brethren by the Merct 4 1 
of Gon, to deal faithfully with your own Souls; © 35 
examine wel! your Conſcience, in the Preſence . 
Gov, Is your Conſcience purged from 'the Gut % Ne 
and Filth of Sin ? Can you be ignorant of il ©? 
odious Nature of Sin, and of the ſad Conſequene 3 
that attend it ? Is it not a piercing, killing Dat FN 
Is it not a contagious Poiſon, and does it not l 4 l 
a mortal Wound in the Conſcience ? How then e 4 - 
you be at Reſt, till you are helped and healed, 3 


1145] 


the ſoftening, cleanſing Efficacy, of the Grace and 
Blood, of the Lox Jesws ! 


Bur it may be, your Conſcience is quiet; not 
as being healed and purged, by the Blood of CRN IST, 
but becauſe you are faſt aſleep, inſenſible of your 
Sin and Miſery, O, may Gop awake thee, and 
cauſe thee to ſee and feel, thy Guilt and Wretch- 
elneſs! May He cauſe thy guilty Conſcience to 
mart within thee, till it be effectually purged by 
Car15T's Blood. 


pur if thy Conſcience be troubled for thy Sins, 
perhaps thou art endeavouring to quiet it, by thy own 
good Works. But alas, herein likewiſe, you are de- 
ceiring your own Soul. O ſettle it in your Heart, 

that nothing which you can do, can waſh away 
jour Sins; heal any Wound, or conquer any Luft of 

thy Heart, I tell you plainly, If Jzsus. CHRIST 
does not apply His own Righteouſneſs, to thy poor, 
beriſhing Soul, thou muſt periſh everlaſtingly. And 
o not content yourſelf with ſaying, you hope your 
Lins are forgiven, and that your Conſcience is 

Wy purged. See that you get a ſure Evidence thereof. 
be not content with a Peradventure. Aſk of God, 
and He will write Forgiveneſs, and ſtamp Purity 
upon your Heart. On the one Hand, call to Mind 
the many, grievous, and damnable Sins you have 
committed. Conſider their aggravated Guilt, and 
bow they arraign you before the Throne of Gov, 

N An d 


OI 
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And on the other Hand, call to Mind, the infnie WM 4 
Love and Patience of Gov, in ſparing and fill i jo 
viting you to Pardon and Glory. And O fly to ales 
CnRIST, the Righteous, who is the Propitiation for by e 
thy Sins; and earneſtly and humbly implore Him, de 


has | 


to forgive you, and "Ns to you a good Con- | 
again 


ſcience. 


tened 
and t! 
ſpread 
from: 


You know the Bible requires we ſhould love 
Gov, with all our Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 
Strength : And now I pray you, How can your 
Conſcience acquit you, till you do ſo ? And, How 
can you thus love Go, till by Faith you know that 
He hath loved you, and is reconciled unto you! 
Again, the Log requires, that we ſhould do all 
Things to His Glory; How then is it . poſſible to 
rejoice in the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, 
till the Eye be made ſingle; and one's Son! is ſ0 
awake, that it 1s ſenſible of the ſmalleſt Deviation 
from the Will of Gop ? Is your Conſcience tender! 
Does it reprove you for an idle Thought, an un- 
neceſſary Word ? Have you a keen Conviction fot 
whatever you think, or ſpeak, or do, contrary to 
the Will of Gop ? Or, when you negle& doing to 
the utmoſt of your Power, whatſoever He hath 
commanded ? O, examine faithfully, whether you 
have a good Conſcience towards Gop ? Whethe! 
thou at indeed a Chriſtian, living and acting ac- 
cording to the Goſpel of Jzsus CuRisT! 
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Axp you that have Peace in your own Mind, 


enjoying a good Conſcience. O prize your Pri- 


lege; and keep yourſelves in the Love of Gop, 
by conſtant Faith, by Prayer and Purity. O, be- 
ware that the Hell of a guilty Conſcience, no more 
has Place in your Breaſt, Flee all Deſires that war 
zgainſt your Soul. The more you are enligh- 
tened, the more tender will your Conſcience be ; 
and the more abundantly will your Peace flow, and 
ſpread like a River, all over your Soul ! Abſtain 
from all Appearance of Evil. Keep cloſe to Ixsus. 


Love Him, and rejoice to do His Will in all 


Things ; So ſhall you kave the conſtant Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience ; and be divinely aſſured, that 
jou pleaſe Goo. 


III. Now, ſuppoſing we have this unfeigned 
faith, and a good Conſcience ; there will fol- 
ov of Neceflity, a pure Heart: Of which, in 
e third Place, it has been propoſed to ſpeak. 


CY 


Taz Heart in Scripture, frequently includes all 
e Faculties of the Soul, and Paſfions of the Mind ; 

e Underſtanding, Will, and Affections; Deſire, 
ope, Feax, Joy, Love, Hatred, &c. And to 
are theſe purified, implies their Deliverance from 
de Abuſe and Corruption, in which our Polly 
d Sin had involved them. This Purification be- 


's with the Illumination of our Mind; is carried 
on 
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on by the continual Aſſiſtan ce of the Grace of Goy, 


has various Degrees; and is accompliſhed by the = 
Blood of Curirsr, continually cleanſing us from Impa 
all Sin. O bleſfed are the hag in Heart, for they dat! 
ſhall ſee Gop ! 
of G 
| tion. 
Wnokvex has received the Forgiveneſs of Sin, MI 
having Faith unfeigned, producing a good Con- On 
ſcience, is inwardly ſanctiſied; renewed in the Si. tion, 
rit of his Mind, and transformed into the Image MM pardo 
of Gov, by the Spirit of the Lox p, which dwel. Love, 
leth in him. Man's Heart is evil by Nature, and WM Heart 
deſperately wicked, Nr. xvii. 9. It is a Sink of liphte 
Uncleanneſs, and harbours within it a Myſtery of Ml Gov. 
Iniquity. Whatever is unjuſt, impure, unholy, Into 
and unbap ps; are all hid and bred, in the fallen pre 
Soul of a Sinner It is true, many are ignorant of prove: 
the tot: Corruption of their Nature, and thence ſing 
imagine, they have a good Heart. They boaſt of jure I 
their good Nature, amiable Diſpoſitions, audi Wille 
praiſe-worthy Qualities ; at the ſame Time, thai Thing 
their inward Parts are very Wickedneſs ; and then; 
Stream of their Affections far from Gov. Tü purity 
Law, in the Length and Breadth of its SignificagWhure ! 
tion, Raving never entered into their Soul, Sin fee! 
ners are faſt aſleep, and remain fo, till the Voic hs So, 
of Gop awakens them. Then they cry, © re be 
are all unclean, unclean ! O wretched Creatures bands 
© miſerable Sinners !” The Heart of Man bei tuns t 


th 
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dus corrupt, and altogether abominable ; full of 
Pride, Luſt, Anger, Covetouſneſs, Hypocriſy, 
Impatience, and Unbelief; it is plain enough, 
that it has Need of the Purification of the Grace 
of Gov, in order to its Happineſs and Salva- 
tion. 


[ 


Ons ſees, that all the Parts of Chriſtian Salva- 
tion, depend upon each other z Purity on Pardon, 
Pardon on Faith, a good Conſcience on both; and 
Lore, pure Love, the Reſult of all. «« A pure 
Heart penetrates Heaven and Hell.” The en- 
ügchtened Underſtanding perceives the Things of 
Cob. Cnr1sT, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, ſhining 
into the Soul, enables the purified Believer, to 
wprehend the Things of God clearly. He ap · 
proves Things that are excellent, and endures as 
keing the Inviſible. The Will of Him that has a 
pure Heart, is ſanctified, and made ſubject to the 
Will of Gop. Such a one, only defires Heavenly 
Things. He defires Holineſs; hopes for Hea- 
zen; loves God ; hates all, and every Spot of Im- 
purity ; and would be pure, as Gop Himſelf is 
pure! He mourns for every coming ſhort which 
te feels; rejoices in what the Loxy hath done for 
his Soul, and ſtill reaches forth, to the Things that 
we before. The whole Bent of his Heart is to- 
nards Jxsus CHRIST ; and the Flow of his Aﬀec- 
tons towards the Remembrance of His Name. 
N 3 


* 
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Jesvs 


. CarisT, being formed in the Heart, fits as a Re. 


art all fair, my Love; and there is no Spot in 


are purified 71 Faith. 
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Jesus is the Soul of his Soul, the Life of his Life, 
the Centre of his Bliſs, and the Source of all TH 


Goodneſs, Thus all old Things are done away, 
and behold, all Things are become new and pure. 


| Gon 
may 
Thir 
Fate 
of h 


finer's Fire, and as Fuller's Soap, to cleanſe the not 


Soul from all its Filth, of every Kind and De- 
gree; till, being an entire new Lump, there remains 
no Spot in it: and CHRIST pronounces, © Thou 


Tu. 
otrea 
Ao 
Corr 
dight 
a whi 


thee.” Thus doth the purified Soul become an Ha- 
bitation of Gov thro' His Spirit. 
Now, briefly to apply this Head alſo : And in ¶ ire. 
doing this, I would attend to two Things eſpecially, 
Namely, 1ſt The Miſery of ſuch as are not pure in 
Heart, 2d. The Happineſs of thoſe whoſe Hearts 


Nation 
Root 

gin 
belief 
Heart 
leſper 
lis th 
titual 


I. As How great is the Miſery of thoſe, whi 
are not pure in Heart! They cannot ſee Gov ; they 
cannot enter into Life, Rev. xxi. I beſeech you to 
conſider this ; See if thy Heart be right, be pure in 
the Sight of Gop ? Know that if you harbour an 


YOu n. 
You ſa 


Iniquity in your Heart, the Loxp will not regat Jen i 
you. Even though you ſhould pray, and uſe eve 

Means of Grace, yet, yielding to, or harbouringſ lor 
in your Heart, even by Comhivance, Sin of any kind Heart 
2h your Services are Abomination in the Sight e ley f 


Geo 


| Gon, - You may have a fair Reputation; your Life i Il j 
' 


may be ſomewhat regular: You may do many | Ih 
Things, as did Herd, and yet ſhare at laſt, the ol 1 
Fate of the Enprofitable Servant; and that becauſe by 
of harbouring a ſingle Sin, from which you will | 
not part. | N 
Tas Fountain muſt be made good, elſe the 
Streams will be for ever impure. The molt ſplendid 
Actions, proceeding from a Heart, ſtill in its natural 
Corruption and Impurity, are of little avail in the 
dight of Gop. See then O Sinner, if thou art not 
awhited Wall, a painted Sepulchre; A Self. de- 
ceirer? See the Filth of thy Heart; the Abomi- 
rations of thy Soul ! O take Knowledge of the 
Root of Bitterneſs, that is within thee ; thy Enmity 
wainſt Gop ; thy Pride, Hard-heartedneſs and Un- 
belief, Talk no more of the Goodneſs of your 1 
Heart: Alas, it is deceitful above all Things, and : 1 ö i 
leſperately wicked. The Devil has Poſſeſſion of it; 10 
tis the very Seat of Antichriſt; a Houſe of all ſpi- — Il 
tual Wickedneſs: And, what is worſt of all, Are wil 
jou not blind and inſenſible of all this? Becauſe 1 i 
jou ſay, „We ſee” ; therefore your Sin remaineth, 190 
ſun ix. 41, os 1 
wg | 1 
You may ſay, perhaps, But I will cleanſe my [i [| d 
Heart; I will purge it from theſe Things, ſo that {| If pl 
bey ſhall have no Place in me.“ Would to Gop [i 1 
| you | 
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you were but truly intent on having this 4 
But as for yourſelf, you can never do it ; it is alto. 
gether out of your Power. Can you bring a clean 
Thing out of an unclean ? Can you©purify your 


own Heart? as ſoon might you make a World, 


The Ethiopian may as ſoon change his Skin, or the 


Leopard his Spots, as you, by your own Strength, 


or Wiſdom, can purge your Heart from dead Works, 
to ſerve the living God. Humble thyſelf, thou 
poor helpleſs Worm! Think no more highly of thy. 
ſelf : But acknowledge that thou art all Unclean ; 


that thy inward Parts are very Wickedneſs; that 
thy Soul is dead, corrupt, and far gone from 


original Righteouſneſs. 


Now Call upon the Lon p, with all your Strength, 
On the bended Knees of your Body, and with all 


Humility of Soul, Beſeech Him to have Mercy 
upon you, and to put away your Sins, fro 


before the Ey of his Glory. Aſk Salvation in 
Seek Redemption in his 
Implore the Eternal Spirit, to apply the 
Merits of the All- ſufficient Saviour, to thy guilty 
Soul. If *you do this, and faint not, the Lon. 
whom you ſeek, will ſuddenly come to his Tem; 
plc. He will come and ſave you. He will cit 


the Name of IEsus. 
Blood. 


| eumeiſe your Heart, and purge you from al 
You will then be pure 
Heart, and enjoy the Peace of Gop. 


your Uncleanneſſes. 
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2. As for the Happineſs of ſuch as have their 
Hearts purified, by the Blood of CHa Is; it ſurpaſſes 
al the Deſcription of Man. No Tongue can ex- 
preſs, the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who have a clean 
Heart, and a_right Spirit renewed within them. 

They have Communion with Gop, in this World 'F 
they ſee the Inviſible : They are born from above, 
and created anew in CHRIST JIEsus. They can 
draw near to Gov, with great Confidence; the 
Eres of their Soul are clear; the Darkneſs is paſſed 
away, and the true Light ſhines conſtantly upon 
them, The Will being, ſanctified, and brought 
under the Government of the Holy Spirit, quietly 
and thankfully, does and ſuffers the Will of Gov. 
The whole Soul of ſuch a One, 1s freed from the 
turbulent Paſſions of Pride, Luſt, Anger, Revenge, 
Envy, vain Glory, and Senſuality; is freed from 
anxiety, Fear, and Deſpair ; and ſweetly and quietly 
paſtes the Time of his Sojourning here below. The 
Faculties of his Soul who is pure in Heart, are 
all harmoniouſly intent upon glorifying Gop. There 
ae no contrary Paſſions, to diſturb the Repoſe of 
| de Heart: But all is ſerene, deliberate, and fixed, 
ne pure Soul, walks with Gop, ſees Him in all 
Things, and bleſſes Him for every Diſpenſatien. 
les, This is the Heritage of the Servants of the 
Lok, the Portion of all thoſe who are pure in 
Heart. They ſee God ! They are happy in Him; 
ltey ſhall dwell ſafely, and be quiet from Fear of 


Evil. 
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Evil. CnnisT who is in them will eſtabliſh hi; 
Kingdom in their Souls, and abide with them 
for ever! 
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O Gov, who can expreſs, who can comprehend; 
the Felicity of the pure in Heart, when Mortality i 
ſwallowed up of Life! Then they ſhall ſee Gop, as be 
75, 1 John iii. 2. They ſhall behold his Face in 
Righteouſneſs, and be for ever with the Logo. 
Cnaisr ſhall be their Light, and Gop their Glory! 
There will then be no Night of Ignorance, Sin, 
Temptation, or Affliction. Sorrow and Sighing 
will be forever done away! They ſhall dwell in the 
holy Blaze of God's Preſence forever! The Lamb 
will lead them to Fountains of Water, and Gov 
will wipe away all Tears from their Eyes | This i 
the Inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven. for the 
pure in Heart. 
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IV. I come, in the laſt Place, to ſpeak of Lott, 
the End * the Commandment. 
Cod. 
tents, 
lle the 
her ( 
ves ] 
Raves 
[rout 
kents, 


By Name to come call'd Charity, the Soul 
Of all the reſt,” * | 


Love exifted from all Eternity. Gop is Love, 
Faith, Hope and Love, make up the whole of 
| P 5 | : 8 Re- 


* Paradiſe Lift. 
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Religion on Earth ; Love alone, endureth for ever. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are all Love. 
The Angels, thoſe Sons of Light, are Love: the 
Gaints in Paradiſe are Love: Man, in his firſt and 
beſt Eſtate was Love; the Love and Goodneſs of Goo, 
were ſtamped upon him. In this the Image of Gos 
chiefly conſiſted. 'Gop made Man in the Image of 
his Love. And the new Creation of Man, conſiſts 
in his Reſtoration to this Love, Image, or Likeneſs 
of God. 


Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Faith and 
Hope, throughout the holy Scriptures ; they are 
geedful and precious Gifts of Gop : Faith is called 
the Gift of Gov, Epbeſ. ii. 8, 9. St. Peter ſays, 
I is precious, 2 Pet. 1. Hope is called the Anchor 
if the Soul, and the Helmet of Salvation; and by 
it we are ſaid to be ſaved, Heb, vi. Rom, viii. 
I». vi. Yet Love is the chiefeſt, or greateſt ; it 
v preferred to Faith and Hope. Love in all Things | 
lu the Pre-eminence ; *tis Holineſs and Heaven. 
brery one that loveth, is born of Gop, and knoweth 
bod. Love is the Fulfilling of all the Command- 
nents, It is without Fear, and exceeding ftrong. 
le that loveth, with a pure Heart fervently, has no 
Mer Gop but JEHOVAH. He knows Him and 
mes Him; his Name, Nature, and Service. He 
eaves unto Him with all his Soul ; efteems his 
four, ſeeks his Image, and obeys his Command- 
kents, And becauſe he loves his Gop and Saviour, he 
fears, 


Heart is, « Here am 1 LokD, do with me what! 


9 I b 9 * 
Log annie . 2 
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I love Thee! Thou art my Father, my Joy and 


me love Thee, O my Gov ! Diſpoſſeſs my Hearf 
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fears, with filial Awe, left he ſhould offend Hin, 
in any thing; either in Heart or in Life, He re. 
joices to do His Will, he is ready at the Beck 
of Jesvs ; his Lokb ſaith, © Come,” and he 
cometh ! Go, and he goeth ; © Do this,” and 
he doth it chearfully. Ihe Language of ſuch a 


ſeemeth. Thee good. Lonp, Thou knoweſt that 


my Portion for ever ! I love Thee in mine inmoſt 
Soul : I delight to do thy Will; yea, thy Law is 
written within my Heart !” O Love, how plea- 
fant, how defirable art Thou for Delights! Let 


of all other Loves : Wipe away with thy Blood| 
the Remembrance of every other Paſſion ; and 
fill the whole Capacity of my Soul, with purt 
and holy Love to Thee! This, this is the End o 
the Commandment— Religion, contained in en 
Word——Love ! . 


O my Beloved, What is it prevents our Loy 
of Gop ? It 1s eaſter to love than to know, 
deſcribe : Therefore in loving Him, we both f 
bour leſs, and ſerve Him more. And W 
ſhould our Curioſity lead us after a Knowledg 
which is impoſſible for us to arrive at, wht 
we neglect the Means? For we ſhall never knd 


Gop, nor the Works of his Creation, till 
Io 


( 2157 } 
love Him. Come then, let us | follow after 
Lore; let us live for this one Thing. And 
may the God of Love, ſhed it abroad in our 
Hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, given unto us: May 
He unite us all, in this one Spirit of Love : 80 


fall we prove, in Earth, in Paradiſe, i in Heaven, 
our * in 1985 15 LOVE! 


The ( 


Tt be pouring out of the Hol Gheſt, upon the | beg 
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high 
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| 3 them, 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt. J 


| 79611 
L L the Promiſes of Gor, in CHRIST JESUS, 4 g 
are Vea, and Amen. The Promiſes of e a.. 5 
| alſo ſure and certain; His Word ſtands faſt fo | Wind, 
_ A ordingly we have in this Chapter, an By 
* the Fulfilment of that Promiſe, 70 | 
Acc | 


nd He levers 
xiv. 16, And I will pray the Father, a 18 
ſhall give you another Comforter, cn He m * Wy 
bid hl you for ever.” The Diſciples were = 

e W FOI "7 

3 our Saviour's Injunction, Lu#e ans 3 - 
8 he Promiſe of the Father. "-_ 
They waited for th 1 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, they were all, 3 


denly there came i 
accord, in one Place: and ſuddenly 


19 

sound from Heaven, as of a ruſhing mighty Wind; 

and it filled all the Houſe where they were fitting ; 
| and there appeared unto them cloven Tongues, 
like as of Fire, and it fat upon each of them. 
And they were all. klled with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
began to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them Utterance.” 


Tavs was the Spirit poured down from on 
high; the Fire of divine Love, of Sanctification, 
and true Wiſdom, filled every Heart. The Unc- 
tion of the Holy One, was given to teach them all 
Things neceſſary, to make them able Miniſters of 
the New Teſtament ; and faithful Witneſſes of the 
Reſurrection, Glorification, and Powers of the 
Lon JesUus. Formerly our Lox Dp 4reathed upon 
them, and ſaid, © Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt,“ 
ahn xx. 21. But now He comes like a mighty 
rſhing Wind ; which may intimate the exceeding 
Abundance of the Holy Spirit's Influence, under 
ihe Goſpel Diſpenſation : For, as a ruſhing mighty 
Wind, far exceeds a gentle Breathing, ſo do 
de Grace and Knowledge, given to Chriſtian Be- 
levers, far ſurpaſs that which was given to the 
WJ 74! of Gon, before Life and Immortality were 
Wrought to Light, by the Goſpel. 


lx order to our further Improvement of this Paſ- 


WF: 1 intend, by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, 
WJ” hom I ſpeak, to ſhew, 
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I. Thar the Apoſtle's were inſpired of Gov. 


IL For what Ends they were ſo inſpired, 


III. Txar the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, was not 
confined to the early Ages of the Church, but that | 
the Promiſe is to us alſo, and to our Children, and 


to all that are afar off. 


IV. Av laſtly, I ſhall draw a few Inferences, 
and apply the Whole. 


I. Tar the Apoſtles were endued with ſu- 
pernatural Gifts, I believe hardly any one will | 
deny. There is therefore the leſs Occaſion to 
ſay much, by way of Proof of it. The Plain 
Account which the ſacred Hiſtorian gives of it, is | 
all we need attend to. And, faith he, They be- 
gan to ſpeak with other Tongues, as the Spirit gave | 


them Utteras.ce.” Accordingly, the whole Multi- 


tude was amazed; Parthians, and M. des, and Ela- 
mites, &c. heard the Apoſtles ſpeak in their own | 
Tongues (reſpectively) the wonderful Works of | 
Gov. Here is then a Clou! of Witneſſes, out of 
every Nation under Heaven, that theſe {imple Men, | 
ſpake as never Men ſpake before. It cannot be 


ſuppoſed, that this whole Multitude, of different 


Nations, Intereſts and Religions, were all the | 
Friends of the Apoftles, or that they would bear 2 | 


falſe Teſtimony in their Favour. On the con- 
| tray 
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vary, ſome of them profanely cried out, Theſe Men 
we full of new Wine.“ But Peter, ſtanding up with 
the Eleven, lift up his Voice, and ſhewed, that this 
uas the Work of the Spirit, ſpoken of by the 
Prophet Joel, Chap. ii. 28, 29. And it ſhall come 
to pals afterward, that I will pour out my Spi- 
it upon all Fleſh, and your Sons, and your 
Daughters ſhall propheſy : And alſo upon the 
ceryants, and upon the Hand - Maids, in thoſe 


Days, will I pour out my Spirit,” ſaith we 
LORD. 


II. TRE Ends for which the Apoſtles were filled 


vith the Holy Ghoſt, may be conſidered more par- 
cularly, 


1. AN d firſt; They needed it for their own Sal- 
nation. Without the Spirit of Cnalsr, they 
could be none of His, Rem. viii, They needed 
the Spirit of Adoption, to teſtify that they were 
the Children of Gop. Their Hearts had been fil- 
kd with Doubts, and Fears, and Sorrow, Jobn 
ur. It was therefore expedient the Comforter 
ſhould come, to afſure them of the Favour and 
Protection of Gop, and their Lox p Jesvs Carer. 
They were juſtified, and in Favour with Gov, while 
CuRIsT was upon Earth, John xv. 3. Yet they 
had not ſo ſtrong and comfortable Aſſurance, of 
the Love of Gov, and their Title to eternal Life, 
all afterwards, They were Men of like Paſſions 


8 | with 
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with us, and equally needed the Illumination, | 
and ſanctifying Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, to qua- | 
lify them for Heaven. The Spirit took of the 
Things of CazisT ; His Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
and purifying Grace, and ſhewed and applied it 
to their Hearts: And thus they received Tower tþ 
become the Sons of Goo. | 


2. AFFLICTIONS awaited the Apoſtles, wherever | [ 
they came, They, were afflicted, perſecuted, tor. Gi 
mented; to ſuch a Degree, that they muſt have | 
utterly fainted, had not the Holy Ghoſt, inwardly | 
ſtrengthened and encouraged them. The whole | 
World and the Devil, being againſt them, they | 
needed a Fortitude, and ſuch Conſolation, as He thy 
alone could give. But | Tha 


. 3. Taz Holy Ghoſt was plentifully poured upon } 

the Apoſtles, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
Edification of the Body of CHRIST. It was by Him 
they were led into all Truth, diſcerned the deep 
' Things of Gov, and rightly delivered, and divided 
the Word of Life. The Spirit of Wiſdom reſting 


upon them, enabled them to deliver ſuch wonder- 120 
ful and myſterious Things, concerning Chkisr, lin. 
and the Kingdom of Gov, as the New Teſtament en m. 
abounds with. Briefly, The Apoſtles needed, and Hall f 


the Holy Ghoſt was given to them, 1. As a SpinMt::c). 
of Adoption in their Hearts, to make them hich 
Heirs of Gov, and joint Heirs with CHRIST 
to full them with Love, both to God, a" 
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Man, and to ſanctify them throughout, in Soul, 
Body, and Spirit. 2. To enable them to ſtand 
zpainſt the Oppoſition they met with from Men, and 


evil Spirits. But z. and chiefly, (as to the more 


ſignal Operations of the divine Spirit) to qualify 
them for thir apoſtolic Function, fir Obedience to the 
Faith among all Nations, Rom. i. 5. 


Hl. I am in the third Place, to ſhew, That the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, was not confined to the 
early Ages of the Church ; but 1s the Privilege of 
every Chriſtian, to the End of the World. 


1. © I, faith the Lon, will pour my Spirit upon 
thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Off- ſpring.“ 
That, to Abraham, and his Seed, the Promiſes 


were made, no one, that believes the Bible will 


deny. And who are his- Seed, but the Faithful ? 


The Children of Faith, are the Children of Promile ; 


even all that walk in the Steps of faithful 44raham, 
to the End of the World. | 


2. „ Ix the laſt Day, that great Day of the Feaſt, 


ts us ſtood and cryed, ſaying, If any Man thirſt let 
lim come unto me and drink, He that believeth 


m me, as the Scripture hath ſaid, out of his Belly 
ball low Rivers of living Water.” Now St. John 
tacheth us, that our Lox p ſpake this of the Spirit, 
which they that ſhould believe in CHRIST, ſhould 
Reeive ; they thet Eilieve in Him, without any Limi- 


tation, | 
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Holy Ghoſt, We have then the fure Word of Pre. | 
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tation, or Reſtriction. All Believers in Cnr, 
are therefore Partakers of the Holy. Ghoſt. 

3. Tu Words of St. Peter, in the 30th ſie of | 
this Chapter, are too obyious to be denyed. © The 1 
Promiſe (faith he) is to you and to your Children, 
and to all that are afar off; even as many as the 
Lok p our Gov ſhall call.” Whoſoever is juſtified, 
being brought out of Darkneſs, into God's marvellous 
Light, and thus called unto the Fellowſhip of hi ert! 
dear Son, is a Partaker of, yea a Temple of the l 


penſ: 

pbech, to aſcertain us, that every Believer, or true Mu! 
Chriſtian, is inſpired of G. aa 
| aon 


4. Tux Neceſſity of divine Inſpiration, appears 
ſtill further, from the very Nature of the Work of 6. P 
Gop. The Eternal Truth Himſelf, declares, that iers o 
except a Man be born of the Spirit, he cannot enter rike 
into the Kingdom of Gov, John iii. 5. Of what de k 
ever Nation, Party or Profeſſion, a Man may bez ban t! 
unleſs he is enlightened and ſanctified by the Holy Ile ba; 
Ghoſt, he cannot enter into Life ; but is dead, and the eligic 
Wrath of Gov abideth upon him. For If any Man 
has not the Spirit of Cuxisr, he is none of His; 
he is not a Chriſtian ; is not in the Way of Salva 
tion, Ran. vili. 9. Indeed, How can a Man be bon 
of the Spirit, unleſs He dwells and operates in hu 
Heart? 


veto! 
od, 
Va 
Wide 
Lion 
ere f 


! thoſe 
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5 B:5r1Des, Have we not the ſame Gobp, the ſame 


Mediator, and the ſame ſpiritual Worſhip fo obſerve, 
that they of old had ? Why then ſhould not we re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt, even as they? We know that 
Cob is no Reſpecter of Perſons ; but that whoſo 
feareth \.and ſerveth Him, in whatever Time or 
Nation, fhall be accepted of Him, and faved. 
CartsT is the ſame Yeſterday, to Day, and for- 
wer : Therefore He doth not leave his People com- 
ortleſs, but fills them with Joy unſpeakable, and 
full of Glory ! Neither is there any change of Diſ- 
penſation, in the Divine Economy ; but whoever 


it all Times in Spirit, and in Truth: That is, with 
knowledge and Love. 


b. FukTHER, It was abſolutely neceſſary for Sin- 
ters of the Gentiles, to receive the Holy Ghoſt, to 


ne Kingdom of Heaven. And are we better 
tan they? Alas! We need only look around, upon 
de baptized Pleaſure-takers, Formal Profeſſors of 
ſel1910n, Drunkards, Lyers, Sabbath-breakers and 
wetous Perſons, perhaps of our own Neighbour- 
od, to give an Anſwer. We are alſo the Children 
f Wrath, even as they. The Scripture hath con- 
Fed all under Sin, Gal. iii. 22. Were they blind 
dignorant, Eph. iv. 18 ? So are we, Rom. iii. 23. 
ere they proud, covetous, unclean, Deſpiſers 

thoſe that are Good ? So are we, 2 Tim. iii. 

333 Our 
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would acceptably worſhip the Father, muſt do it 


mke them the Children of Gov, and Heirs of 
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_ Cantsr, to inſpire and purify our Hearts. Onthe | 


Man, but in the Wiſdom, and Power of Gop. The 


with an extraordinary Meaſure of Divine Wiſ 


that is, the Wickedneſs of the Builder's of Bat 
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Our Will is as perverſe, our Underſtanding; as blind, ; NV. 
our Hearts as deſperately wicked, as any of the z 901 
Gentiles, mentioned, 4s x. Since without Holineſs, ; Na 
no Man fhall ſee the Lo xD, Heb. x11. 14. And as 
there can be no tre Holineſs, otherwiſe than as it is 
wrought in us, by the Holy Spirit of Gop; it s Mc 
thence evident, that we muſt have the Spirit, of 


whole therefore, we conclude that all true. Be. kno\ 


lievers in CHRIS r are Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. He x 


IV. Ir remains, that we draw a. few. In ſerene 
and make ſc me Application, And | 


© | Fr RST, from the Apoſtles. being inſpired, wel 
infer, that our Religion, is of divine Original. Ou 
Faith does not ſtand in the Wiſdom, or Devices of 


firſt Propagators of it, were plentifully endued wit 
divine Grace, were ſignally bleſſed, and favoured 


dom, Holineſs and Truth. 


2. Ws may hence, from the miraculous Ef 
ſion of the Holy Ghoſt, take Notice of the ade 
rable Wiſdom of our Loxp's Diſpenſations. Si 


had brought Confuſion into the Language of Met 
But now the Loxp makes Uſe (ſo bringing Goc 


out of Evil) of this very Thing, to magnify B 
Nail 
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Name, at be an undeniable Teſtimony, for His 
don; as well as of conveying the Goſpel” to all 
Nations under Heaven, 


One may here juſt take Notice, of the Error 
of the Charch of Rome, in allowing her Miniſ— 
ters, to ſpeak to the People in an unknown 
Tongue. Now, that Gop was about to make 
known His Deſigns of Mercy, to all Mankind, 
| He gave the Gift of Tongues: to illiterate Men, in 


order to their ſpeaking, to the'Edification and Com- 


fort, of every one that heard them. It is plain 
aough, that many Members of the Church of 
Inne, are as ignorant of the Doctrine of CRRIST, 
a eros or Heathens ; and that, becauſe the Key of 
Wiwowledge i is kept from them; that is the Bible; 
Wind becauſe they are taught to pray in an unknown 
Wſongue : So that whatever Fervency there may 

ein their Spirit, the Underſtanding is unfruit- 
l. . W 


7 

4 

5 
* 


5 Ir may be farther obferved, that in order to 
e truly qualified for preaching the Word to others, 
ke ought to be truly converted himſelf. Thus 
x1sT, after He commiſſioned his Diſciples to 
ach Repentance, and' Remiſſion of Sins, in his 
me, adds, “And ye are Witneſſes of theſe things, * 
tte xxiv. 47. That is, Ve are Witneſſes, not only 
wat Jes vs both did and taught, but ye know, 


| erperier ce, What it is to repent, and have Re- 
miſſion 
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thought, that CyrisT would ſend any one, to | 
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miſſion of Sins, You ſhall therefore ſpeak thy | 
Things that you know; that you have taſted, | 
handled, and ſeen. Indeed, it can hardly be 


preach in His Name, that knows Him not; and 
much leſs, that (as too many now do) deny his 


= ( 
God-Head, and the full Merits of His Paſſion. WM 1; 
The Apoſtles were commanded to wait at err. es 
ſalem, till they were endued with Power from on I. 


High; that is, as the Event ſhewed, till they were Wii 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. In like man- vom. 
ner, CHRIS T would have none preach His Goſ-M;. : 


pel, who are not themſelves Partakers of His Wh | 


Spirit. 5 I de F 


How elſe indeed, can a Man be ſound in thr 
Faith? Is it not affirmed, that The Things of 
God, knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of Gov?” 
How elſe can a Miniſter be mighty in the true 
Meaning of the Scriptures ? And without this 


| WM 4 
How ſhall He be able to confound Gainſayers, and... 1; 
lead the People in the right Way? If the Blinde fue 
lead the Blind, muſt not both fall into the Ditch. lath p 


Alas! The Underſtanding of Homer and Horact, 
can avail little, if the Heart be deſtitute of di 
vine Love, and ſpiritual Wiſdom. The vain Phi 
loſophy of this World, can no more make an a 
ble Miniſter of the Spirit, than the Eaſt Wind c- 
ſatisfy the Cravings of a hungry Belly. O ho 


much, and yet how little Knowledge, is there 1 
0 


ue By 
pri, 

pen yo 
| ling 
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inthe World ! How much ſtriving is there about 
Words, and Opinions; crying up of Sects, and 
parties, to the Neglect of * Mercy, F aith, and 
the Love of Gop. 


O where ſhall we find the true, living, and holy 
Miniſters of the Logo Jesvs ! Men full of Faith, 
Leal, Purity, and Love; who account not their 
lives dear unto themfelves, ſo they may but finiſh 
their Courſe with Joy, and fully diſcharge the Truſt 
committed to them, by the Lox ov Jesus! Where 
we the Men, that Night and Day, labour to open 
the Eyes of the Blind, and to turn Sinners from 
the Power of Satan unto Gop ? Are not the People 
xriſhing for Lack of Knowledge? Has not the 
Wolfe, the Devil, ſcattered them ? For the Hire- 
lng fleeth, and leaveth the Souls, for whom CRAISr 
wed, a Prey to Sin and Satan, 


4. Bur not only the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 

nt likewiſe all Chriſtians, muſt ſeek to be poſſeſſed 
the Spirit of Cuxisr. We have ſeen that Gop 

lath promiſed his Spirit to all Fleſh, and that all 
we Believers in CHRIST, do actually enjoy this 
prit, in their Hearts. May the Logo even now 
den your Underſtanding, that you may fee your 
alling ! Lift up your Hearts to the Lox p : Who- 
er among you lacketh Wiſdom, let him aſk it 
_ a of 
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of Gov, who giveth liberally to All; even 4 
dance of Grace, and of the Gift of Rightcouſneſ, 


0 be encouraged; the Lon i is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons. He hath promiſed, to pour down Water 
upon him that 1s thirſty, and Floods upon the dry | 

Ground. O, that the Heavens may now pour| 
down Righteouſneſs ! O, that the Comforter may 
now deſcend into every waiting, Jonging Heart ; 
Lorp JEesvs, remember us ! Thou art now i 
Thy Kingdom ; O pray the Father, in our Behalf 
We are Orphans ; we are comfortleſs, till we tat 
the good Word, and are made Partakers of the 


Holy Ghoſt ! A 
Hol 
DearLy beloved, cry mightily to Gov, till? 
you receive the Spirit of Adoption, and know th alt 
Things that are freely given you of Gop. Letn tf 
Man deceive, or ſpoil you, through vain PBilpan Her 
Regard not thoſe who ſcoffingly cry out, againſt th telſe 
Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, ſaying, © It nig non 
be expected in the primitive Days, when Chriſt yu 
anity was in its Infancy ; but to look for it no L 
is all Enthuſiaſm.” Regard them not: You mu d th 
be inſpired, or periſh everlaſtingly. The Though Mind 
of your Heart muſt be cleanſed ; you muſt ha 7 
Underſtanding i in the Things of Goo, by the Hol | 

; ure 
Spirit, working and ſhining inte your Soul, Wit Y 


out this living Principle, actuating your Hear 


1 
and influencing your Tempers, and Conduct, you 
ire dead while you live. O, be not Mockers of 
Cop; offer no longer the Sacrifice of thoſe Fools, 
who, even while they Pray, Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us; neither believe they have Him, 
nor expect to receive Him. Only aſx, and you 
fall receive this heavenly Gueſt. For ſo hath the 
Loxp faid, © If ye being Evil, know how to give 
good Gifts to your Children, How much more 


WT fall your heavenly Father, give the Holy Spirit to 
Jem that aſk Him,” Luke xi. 13. 


Any you that are in CuRIST, Partakers of the 


al the great and precious Promiſes ! In good Ear- 
teſt beſeech the Loxry, to ſprinkle clean Water 
won you, and to ſave you from all your Unclean- 
teſſes, Plead the Promiſes: of Sanctification. You 
how this is the Will of God, concerning you; that 
jou mould be holy, and without Blame before Him 
n Love. You know, nothing unholy can enter in- 
b the Kingdom of Heaven, We muſt have the 
Mind in us, that was alſo in CHRIST JEsus, if we 
would be for ever with Him. Does the Holy Spi- 
it Nov bear Witneſs with your Heart? Does He 
dure thee, that thou art a Child of Gov ? Is He 
v 2 Fountain of living Water, ſpringing up in 
ly Soul, unto everlaſting Life ? Know that here- 


Holy Chaſt, and poſſeſſed of his holy Fruit O, 
top not ſhort, of the- complete Accompliſhment, of 


is 4 
* 4 — es _ * v TE — 
aw. - — a *. ä — 2 — — — * — £ _ 5 _ — 
* 2 20 N. - — Ln, — ** —— — OS —.— — — — — _ 518 n 
OPENS F — —— a , *. Os 
tee - > = 2 prongs 
— — F E 
— 5 — _— C — > ries " | our — 
2 0 —— — e = k =; gh — — * 8 b ——p * et —— 4 . 
———ů—ů—ů— - 2 ; _ © Hs — 2 1 
2 Gr <4 - * hn GO 25 4 
NI 2 
7 J - — ——— . 
4 5 — e , : — — 
— K . 2 * — —— 1 ” -* 
: — 2 — 1 — 3 — —— . 


r 0 
— * 
1 —— — 67 
— add 
- 2 n Us 
* = * — 
r . 
— — 


unto 


RIG — — — 


1 e__——_ 


ho en, 


— — 


—— — 


3 
— ins 0 


ec eds 2 
2 122 
- a * * — * — - . * — 
— 


— — —— 2 
a nnd 
ogy ro er rar 
OT IT 
. 2 ; 
— = 


1 272 ] 
unto thou art called. O live and walk in the Spi. | 
rit continually, We are the Sons of God, no longer 
than we are led FOE Him, | 


. 


An p now, O Lok p, let there be a Noiſe, and a} 

Shaking among the dry Bones; the Sinners that 

ji are yet in their Grave of Nature's Ignorance and | 

#1 Death. Send now the Holy Spirit, to open the 
Eyes of the Blind; to raiſe the Dead; to comfort 

bl. | all that mourn ; to reſtore the Fallen, to con- ] 

firm the Faithful ; and to ſupply all our Wants, 

according to Thy Riches in Glory, by Carte! 

Jssus. . | | 


Le 


75 
4 


8 


( 173 ] 


A F E w 
THOUGHTS 


ON THE 


LOR Ds SUPPER. 


—_—k — * 


ts. 


et a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of 
that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 


UT how ſhould a Man, every Man, examine 
himſelf, before he eats of that Bread, and 
drinks of that Cup ? What are the Things, eſpe- 
ally, concerning which People ought to examine 


themſelves, on this Occaſion ?' One ſhould at leaſt 
enquire, 


I, * Do I underſtand who 4 15 the Author, or In- 
fitutor of this Ordinance ? 


II. Wherefore was it inſtituted? And 


P 3 : III. 


EN 
288 


— 


1 

III. Am I qualified to eat of this Bread, ang | 
drink of this Cup? Have I thoſe Diſpoſitions and ; an 
Qualifications, neceſſary to make me a worthy Par. | bej 
taker of the Log v's Supper? o 


SEARCH me, and try me, O Lox p: Thou only Ml 80 
knoweſt what is in Man! O remove from before And 


the Eyes of Thy Glory, whatſoever is wrong in D., 


me. Give me, O give me I beſeech Thee, ſuch ue 
ſuitable Diſpoſitions for approaching Thy Table, that MW \a 
I may truly partake of whatever Bleſſings were ever b m 
intended to be conveyed to any Soul, in this Or. {vat 


dinance; and may truly ſerve all the Purpoſes of Wn 
| Commemoration, Worſhip, and Love, which were | 


meant, to be continued, promoted and encreaſed, by W 
this myſterious Inſtitution ! 


I. As to the Author, or Inſtitutor of this Ordi- 
nance : Be it known to us, that He is no other 
than the mighty Gop, (J. ix. 6. Fer. xxiii. 6, 
Fobn xi. Rom. ix. 5.) Indeed to whom elſe doth 
it appertain, to conſtitute Laws or Inſtitutions, of 
perpetual Obligation; as is this of Lory's Supper, 
to all Chriſtians ? Our Saviour never uſed that 
Phraſe, fo frequent with the Prophets, Thus ſaith 
theLoxy,” Being Himſelf, both LoxpD and Cans” + 
One with the Father ; Gop over All, bleſſed for 
ever! And as ſuch, He gives us this New Command: 
ment, Do this in Remembrance of Me.“ 
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2. Hx is alſo the Son of Man. He is both Gon 
and Man. God, of the Subftance of the Father, 
begotten before the Warlds : And Man, of the 
dubſtance of his Mother, born in the World: 
perfect GoD, and perfect Man; of a reaſonable 
Soul and Fleſh ſubſiſting.'“' He is the Miah, the 
Anointed of Gop, ſpoken of Gen. iii. 15. E/. ii. 
Dar, ix. Ad, iv. By the Blood of his Croſs, we 
xe reconciled to Gop, Col. i. There is no other 
Name under Heaven, whereby we can be ſaved! He 
z made of Gop unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
zunctifcation and Redemption. By Him alone we 
come to the Father | 


3. He is the ReſurreQion and the Life. All Power 

u Heaven and in Earth, 1s committed unto Him. 

The Diſpoſal of all Events, and the Management of 
Wil Affairs, among the Armies of Heaven and the 
hhabitants of the Earth, are in the Hands of 
88Vs; the Inftitutor of this Ordinance ; the Au- 
bor, and the Finiſher of our whole Salvation. Judg- 
tent is likewiſe committed unto Him, for that he a/;o 
i the dan of Man, By him ſhall the State, of all Fleſh - 
Ie fnally determined. His, Go ye curſed, or Come ye 
ſed, will fix, unalterably fix the eternal Condition 
f every Child of Adam. So much, at leaſt, ſhould 
gy one underftand, concerning the Author of 


b Ordinance, before he preſume to eat of that 
bead and Drink of that Cup. 


II. 


[ 176 } 
| IT. Bur ought not one to enquire, in the ſecond | 
Ii Place, in order rightly to underſtand it. © Where. 
| fore was this Ordinance appointed? What is the | 
| { Nature of it? And there needs not a deal ef 
1 Application, to underſtand this Point ; the Scrip. | 
ture is ſo ſhort, and yet ſo expreſs on the Head, | 
if The Lok o's Supper then was inftituted by Cyxtsr, | 
1 To keep up a continual Remembrance of his Death | 
and Paſſion. ; of all he both did and ſuffered, for us} 
Sinners, and for the Salvation of every one of us. 
« Do this, ſaith He, in Remembrance of Me.“ 
And faith St. Par), „As often as ye eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup, ye dc ſhew forth the Loxv's 
Death till He come.” As though He had ſaid, 
Let this be a ſtanding Memorial to you, of the 
Perſon and Benefits of the Mah; Him who ied 
for our Sins, and was raiſed again, for our Juſtih | 
cation.“ | 


FRE paſchal Lamb, was ordained to be a Ne 
morial of the Deliverance of rae! out of Ef 
Exod. xii. God appointed a Lamb to be killec 
i dreſſed, and eaten, at a certain. Seaſon, and in 
q certain Manner, once every Year. : which, fil 
{4 renewed in them, a Senſe of their extreme Miſer 
N under Pharaoh, and his Taſk-maſters ; from whi 
the Mercy and. Power of Gop, delivered them. 


L177] 
Jn like Manner, Gop manifeſt in the Fleſh, (the 
tue Paſſover, and Lamb of God, typified by that 
of old,) being ready to offer up Himſelf, for the 
zins of the World, appointed and commanded- 
His Followers, to the End of the World, to eat 
of this Bread, and drink of this Cup ; that there-. 
iy, due Remembrance may be made by us, of the- 


Love and Mercy of our dying Saviour! Who by 
His Blood-ſheding, hath redeemed us from a Bon- 


lage, infinitely worſe than that of Vael in Egypr. 

Namely, from Sin,. and Wrath, and. endleſs Ruin L. 
had it is not only as a Means, of keeping theſe 
AM Things in Memory, that the Lord's Supper was, 
pointed; but likewiſe, to convey to all thoſe who 
luly receive it, the Grace and Benefits purchaſed, 
ty all which our Lox» both did and tuffered, 


ie receive thereby, ſhould, in a peculiar Manner, 
e attended to, in our Obſervance of this Com- 
and. As to the former; the Reaſon of our 
loxv's Death; It looks back, to the firſt For- 
nation of all Things. When Gop created the Hea- 
ns and the Earth, and all the Hoſts of them, He 
tade Man ih His own Image: his Body out of 
le Duſt of the Ground; his Soul a divine Spirit, 
Which Gop breathed into him. Man was then an 
nage of his Creator's Geodneſs, Wiſdom, Holi. 
Ks and Immortality. He was made Lozy of the 
viſible 


Tur Reaſon of His Death, and the Benefits which 


GS . AE Ree Ho WEL ET” 
- — W ö 
0 4 _ 5 N 


— —- 
— K 


1 = 
viſible Creation, had all Things put into his Power, ö 0 
and for his Uſe. One Proh:Lition alone, it ſeemed i 10 
good to his Creator to appoint ; Namely, that of f bo. 
the Fruit of the Tree, which was in the midſt of the 
Garden, he ſhould not eat. And this the Lon 4 
forbad, under pain of Death: For, ſaid He tol The 
Alam. In the Day thou eat: thereof, thou ſhale Ml ©" 
furely die,” Man did, however, eat thereof; (or 
and by his Diſobedience, incurred the Puniti. le. 
ment threatened to his Sin. He eat—and died! * 
The Light and Life of Gop within him, inſtantly Ml ©" 


departed ; his Body thence became mortal, and | vn 
both his Body and Soul, obnoxious to eternal] 4 


Death; an everlaſting Separation from the Preſencel 
of the Lok D, and from the Glory of His Power. and 


He 

And, in Adam we all have finned, and died. His F 
Puniſhment became ours alſo. He was a common J 

Head; and we, his Poſterity, muſt neceſſarily] 4 

ſhare in his Weal or Woe. Thus, guilty, corrupt, Y 

| 1 


helpleſs and undone, Man muſt have periſhed] 
everlaſting, had it not been for the whole Pro- 


ceſs of the myſterious Affair, repreſented in the 

Lon p's Supper. The Incarnation, Life, wa 
Death, Reſurrection, and Interceſſion of the Lox” 
Jesvs. He died, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that Heli l 
might bring us to Gov. - He died for or Sins the 
according to the Scriptures. This we ſhoult. re- lake 
member, whenever we approach HisTable : and ue dup 


ſhould 
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fould endeavour to do it, with Sentiments of Shame, 


Cop for ne reſigned his Breath ! 


As to the Benefits, which we receive thereby : 
They are many, and various. . Illumination, He 


nds us the Holy Ghoſt, to be our Infiru&or, 


Comforter, and Guide. 2. We are juſtified by His 
Mood. Rim. v. Thro? Faith in His Name, we 
rceive the Remiſſion of our Sins. 3. He hath pur- 
chaſed, received, and confers Gifts ; Treaſures of 
BH Grace, upon His Members. 4. By His Word and 
| Gvirit, we are ſanctiſied. His Blood cleanſeth from 
il in. He alters the whole State of our Inward Man, 


amd makes us entire 2 Creatures, 5. In a Word, 

He prepares us for, and receives us to his eternal 
Glory « All Holineſs, and all Happineſs, flow. to 
I” from the Lok D JESUS: And to all theſe Things, 
; te makes this Ordinance, fingularly- ſubſervient, 


4 Theſe Things we ſhould deeply, and conſtantly re- 
þ nember, 


* Tas broken Bread, and the Cup of Bleſſing, 


rery fitly repreſent the Graces, communicated to 


of” in this Ordinance : For, as Bread ſtrengthens 
788 Man's Body, and Wine chears his Heart; ſo do 
Wi: Body and Blood of CuRIs T, verily and indeed 
e. (ken and received, by the Faithful, in the Lox b's 

vupper,” ſtrengthen, comfort, and chear the Soul. 


and Love, and Gratitude, and Aſtoniſhment ! My 
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Diſcerning herein, the Lox v's Body, and waiting ul 
at the Foot of His Croſs, to receive from His open 
Wounds, thoſe Streams of dying, ran ſoming Log 
It cannot be, but we ſhall receive ſome Meaſure off 
Righteouſneſs, Comfort, Strength, and Holinet 
thereby. We are nouriſhed with the /iving Bread} 
that came down from eaven: We are comforted 
with the Water of Life, that makes glad the City of 
Goo ! My Flefh, faith CnrasT, is Meat indeed, 
and my Blood is Drink indeed ! ” And whoſo eat] , 
eth His Fleſh, and drinketh Eis Blood, hath eter- N 
mal Life gt in him, | ik 

| | s = 


Wink Wo, in the laſt Place, it may be enquired 


ought to partake of this Ordinance ? What are the b 
Diſpoſitions and Qualifications, neceſſary to eat 0 th 
his Bread, and drink of this Cup? And here I Hö 7 
not enter into a minute, or critical Conſideration © 
ef the Point, but fimply give my Opinion. | 
1. And Firſt, all true Believers in Carr; tho © 
who have the Remiſſion of their Sins, and are K 
Peace with Gos, ſhould undoubtedly come an the 
partake of this Ordinance : Theſe ſhould come, iſ ©! 
a peculiar Manner. ow indeed can they fu C 
get the Price that waz paid for their Redemption 
And where can they remember it, with ſuch C ] 
cumſtances of lively Repreſentation, as at theT: ar! 
| | —_ it 


(re; 


E 


dle of che Load? Where the Bread broken, and 


and ſtreaming Blood, of their dying Saviour! Be- 
lievers do diſcern the Lox p's Body! They look 
through the Sign, to the Thing ſignified ; and by 
Faith, hold Communion with their Lox p. 


1 Ir it ſhould be ſaid, „But what Need have Be- 
| lievers to receive the Logd's Supper, in whoſe. 


Heart CHRIST, the Hope of Glory, already reſides ? 
The anſwer is, 1. Becauſe the Loxp hath com- 
manded it: He ſaith to all his Followers, indiſ- 
criminately, «© Do this in Remembrance of Me.” 


to ſhew forth the Lox p's Death till He come. 


the Words of eternal Life ? And, How ſhould they 
come to Him, but in the Ways his Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs have made Choice of ? 


No one has received ſuch a Meaſure of Grace, or 


wth Gop, but he may ſtill attain more; and en- 


Q enjoy 


the Wine poured out, ſet forth the crucified Body, 


Believers are under a Law to ChI RST, and rejoice 
that they are fo. They deſire to be obedient in all 
Things. And by this Royal Law, they are bound 


BzsiDEs, they have till Need of CHRIST, and | 
cannot ſtand a Moment without Him: And, Whi- 
ther ſhould they go, but to Him ! Who elſe hath 


arived to ſuch a Degree of Union and Communion 


creaſe, to the perfect Day. We cannot indeed fully 
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enjoy CnRISs T in this Life. For although we be. 
hold, as faith St. Pau“, with open Face, the Glory ö 
of the Lox p; yet is it but through a Glaſs darkly. 
The Lok 's Supper may be conſidered as one of | 
thoſe Glaſſes, thro which Beljevers diſcern the h. 
1 be! Hoes | 


-Ovun Loxp's primitive Diſeiples, even thoſe who | 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, received the Remiſſion of | 
their Sins, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, thought | 
not themſelves above the Need, or free from the | 
Obligation, of receiving the Loxy's Supper: On 
the contrary, they broke Bread at home daily, and 

from ouſe to | ouſe; even the commemorative Bread | 
of their Saviour's Paſſion. | 


Ar this Ordinance, the Souls of the Faithful are | 
greatly ſtrengthened. They receive ſome additi- | 
onal Degrees of Humility, Strength, Comfort, and | 
Eftabiiſhment in the Grace of Gov. Humiliation | 
is here encreaſed ; Backſlidings healed ; Evidences | 
for Heaven, are here cleared up; Love to Gov, and 
all Mankind, is both encreaſed and enflamed. 
Cxntsr is often ſo preſent at this Feaft, that the 
Souls of the Diſciples burn within them, and ar 
fick of Love on 


2. Bur it is not only thoſe whoſe Sins are for- 
given, and know they are at Peace with Gov, that 
f 0 ought 
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ought to come to the Lonp's Supper: All 'awak- 
ened, penitent Sinners, ſnould likewiſe come. Every 
one that ſeeks Redemption in the Blood of Jzsvs$ 
CHRIST, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, ſhould, 
by all Means, eat · of this Bread, and drink of this 
Cup. 


Have they a deep Senſe of their original and 


actual Sin, and Wickedneſs ? Do they feel, that by 


Nature they are Children of Wrath, and deſerve 
the Vengeance of eternal Fire? Have they a Mea- 


ſure of Godly Sorrow); Inward Grief, for having 


offended ſo good, ſo gracious a Gop ; and thus de- 


froying their own Souls? Do they now ceaſe to 
do Evil, and learn to do well? Have they forſaken 


Sin, and turned to Gop, in the Uſe of the Means * 


of Grace? Do they hunger and thirſt after Righte- - 


ouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs. and Blood of the 


Loxo Jesus CHRIST ; accounting all Things as 
Dung and Droſs, in Compariſon of the Excellency 
of the Knowledge, of CN 1s Jzsvs, our Lon op! 


Is this thy Character, O thou poor, dejected, dif- 


conſolate One! And feareſt Thou to approach the 


Loxo's Table, leſt coming unworthily, as thou | 


ſay'ſt, thou ſhould'ſt eat and drink thine own Dam- 


nation? O fear not. Thou art the very Perſon whom 
CHRIST invites, and to whom He would have told, - 
All Things are ready, come to the Marriage.” 


Come 


| ( 184 ] 


Come unto Me, ſaith your Loxp, all ye that 
are weary, and heavy laden, and I will give you 
Reſt,” 


Ur not the Enemy keep you any longer, from 
partaking of the Proviſion of your Loxp's Houſe, 
O come, and eat that which is good, and let your 
soul delight itſelf in Fatneſs. You want Pardon 
and Peace, Power and Purity: . Whither then 
mould you go, but to the open Wounds, of your 
_ crucified God! Are not theſe the Fountains open- 
ed, to waſh away your Sin and Unrighteouſneſs ? 
Say not. I am unworthy, and unfit to come.“ 
Unworthy! Of what? Would'ſt thou make thyſelf 
pure, and then come, as a deſerving Gueſt, to thy 
Gov? Alas! How greatly doſt thou err; and 
with what Excuſes does the God of this World, en- 


deavour to keep thee from thy Good ! Why, If 


chou hadſt all the Righteouſneſs, Strength, and 
Comelineſs, of the whole human Race, to recommend 
thee to Gop, for thy Juſtification, it would be re- 


Puted of Him, no better than the Offering of 


Swine's Blood, or the cutting off a Dog's Neck. 


'Thou art, and ever wilt be, undeſerving of the leaſt | 


Favour from Gop. But in the Son of his Love, 


the Father is well pleaſed ; and through Him, | 
with all that believe in Jesvu s. You are therefore | 
to approach Gov, with no other Motive or Plea, | 
to excite his Pity, and obtain his Favour, than that ; 
you are a poor, guilty, abominable Creature, in 
yourſelf ; and ſeek for all you want, only in and | 


er 
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through, the Righteouſneſs and Blood of His dear 
Son. Aud thus, pleading only the Satisfaction of 
[zsvs, you are of all People, an acceptable Gueft, 
and ſhall be helped and ſaved | O, yes, every a- 
wakened, deſirous Soul, is invited of Gop, to come 
to his Table; and who dares forbid it? 


LasTLY 3 Whoſoever, being called by the Name 
of Cuxisr, defires to be ſaved, and in Token 
thereof, heartily endeavours to abſtain from all Evil; 
and to uſe, as Opportunity and Strength allow, 
every Means of Grace: Who believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, and endeavour to con! 
form themſelves thereto; all ſuch may eome to 
the Loxp's Supper; they are entitled to the Pri- 
vilege, and under the Obligation of CURIST's 
Command to 4% this, in Remembrance of Him: it 
being an Acknowledgement, of their Subjection to 
Him, as their Creator, Redeemer, Lord and judge; 
and of their Deſire and Hope, to receive Grace 2 
Glory, from Him alone. 


How many Inſtances are there of Perſons, who 
bave come to the Lord's Supper, cold and heart- 
leſs, fearful and diſconſolate ; who, while they have 
waited before the Lokx D on the Occaſion, or in the 
very Article of receiving, have been quickened, 
frengthened, and comforted? How are Convic- 
tions enereaſed, and deepened at this Ordinance, as 
well as Penitents juſtified, and Believers built up 
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in their moſt holy Faith! Whatever then thy De. 
gree of Conviction may be; however conſcious thou 
art of Unfitneſs, and full of Fears, leſt thou ſhould 
rather hurt, than help thy Soul, by receiving 
theſe Symbols of our Loxo's Paſſion ; know, that 
if it be thy determined Purpoſe, to ſerve God en. 
tirely ; and if thou reſolveſt and ſtriveſt againſt 


every Sin, of every Kind, the Lok p invites thee to 


His Table, poor and helpleſs as thou art, and will 
by no Means caſt thee out. 


Wirth regard indeed to all ſuch as profeſs to 


know God, but in Works deny Him, being abo- 


minable, diſobedient, and to every good Work re- 
probate ; who are called by the Name of CHRIST, 
but do not depart from Iniquity : Yea, all who al- 
low themſelves, in the known Practice of any one 
Sin; they ought not, at their Peril, to come to 
the Lorv's Supper. Such trample, as it were, un- 
der Foot, the Blood of the Son of Gov, and put 
Him to an open Shame. They offer Indignity to 
Bis Sacrifice, and provoke the Lok p, to plague 
them with divers Diſeaſes, and ſundry Kinds of 
Deaths, 


CarisT can have no Communion with Belia!, 
Thou canſt not be a Partaker of the Lo p's Table, 


and of the Table of Devils. No, Sinner: By chuſing N 
Sin, and not departing from Iniquity, thou renounce Þ 
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thy Saviour ! O repent ! Waſh ye truly, and make 
ye clean. © Put away from before mine Eyes, ſaith 
the Lox p, the Evil of your Doings. Ceaſe to do 
Evil ; learn to do well.” Then draw near to your 
Gov, and Let us reaſon together, ſaith the if 
Loxp, though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be \N 
white as Snow; though they be red like Crimſon, 
they ſhall be as Wool. If ye be willing and obe- 
dient, ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land. But if 
re refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be devoured : The | 
Mouth of the Loa p hath ſpoken it.“ i 
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Ix reality, that which renders a Perſon unfit to re- "il 
ceive the Lox v's Supper, hinders his profiting, by Þ 


any other Chriſtian Ordinance ; that is, any one 
din, knowingly and deliberately indulged. The 
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Prayers, Faftings, and Readings of ſuch, are no other 
than an Abomination to the Lord. And although, 
from the ſpecial Penalty annexed to the Prophana- 
ton of the Lox y's Supper, its ſuperior Excellence, 
and divinely myſterious Nature, may be reaſonably 


Y 


| [ inferred; nevertheless, it cannot be proved from 
JF Scripture, that any Perſons are forbid coming to it, 
ure ſuch as live in the Practice of ſome Sin. And 
ö tor the fame Reaſon; for one Sin indulged, the 
„Whole of a Man's religious Performances, are ligh- 
4 kr than Vanity, | in the Sight of Goo. 


LIr 


- yourſelves entirely to Him, whoſe Paſſion you herd 
preſent to Gon! Keep thyſelf from Idols. Go, con a 


Purity, and King of Saints! Vow Allegiance ant b 
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Laer a Man then, every Man, examine himſelf, 
before he eats of that Bread, and drinks of that Cup. 
Let him enquire, Do I know the, Author, and End, of 
this Feaſt ? Am I fit: to eat of this Bread, and drink 
of this Cup? Can I diſcern herein the Lox o's 
Body? Do I behold Cuxisr, as crucified for 
me; my Sins laid upon Him! And do I ſeek ö 
to be healed, by His Stripes and Wounds a- b 
lone! Do I endeavour at theſe Seaſons, to conſi- 
der, and dwell particularly, upon the . Reaſon, ö 
Why our Loxp ſuffered? What He ſuffered? 
And the Benefits I receive thereby? Jesus faith, 
„This is my Blood, which is ſhed for you, for the ö 
Remiſſion of Sins.“ And have you yet found the 
Remiſſion of your Sins : or, are you ſeeking this 
Gift from Gov ? Have you forſaken every Sin by 
the Grace of Gop ? Do you mourn becauſe of your 
Sins? And do you hunger and thirſt after Righ- j 
teouſneſs ? Does your Soul cry out for Gop, the} 
living Gop! ] 


ATTEND to theſe Things, all ye that mean 0 
partake of the Lon p's Supper. Repent you truly 
of your Sins: Mourn over, confeſs, and forſake 
them. Implore the Forgiveneſs of them all. Devot 


ſecrate your whole Body and Soul, to this Prince of 


perpetual Obedience to Him! Thus come to ! 
; = | 


- _ — 
— —— —Eʒ Iäͤ — — —— — —— —ÿ4—ê— é 


1189 ] 
dupper of the Lamb; to this Feaſt of the Great Ill 
king! And hear Jesvs ſaying, “ Eat, O Friends; | 
Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O Beloved.” Yet a l 
little while, and you fhall drink the new Wine, with | } 
Him, in the Kingdom of your Father! | 


The 
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The whole. Armour of God, , 


( 
— I. 


1 A: | 
DISCOURSE, 


E?HEs, vi, II. 
Pia on the whole Armour of G 0 D. 


E wreſtle not agai inſt Fleſh and Blood ah 

but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 

againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, 
againſt wicked Spirits in high Places. Therefor 
we need to put on the whole Armonr of G O D, that wel 
may be able to ſtand in the evil Day, and refiſt all . 
the Wiles of the Devil. St. Paul, who gives thi 
Counſel, was conſcious of its importance; for, har 
ing had a Thorn in the Fleſh, and having foughk 
with Beaſts at Epheſus, he was well experienced 
in ſpiritual Combats; and able to inftru& hi 
Converts, how to reſiſt and overcome their ghoſt 
ly Enemies : Therefore, with the Boldneſs of a Ge 


neral, at the Head of his Army, he addreſſes th 
1 


Sn. -- — 6 9 


( 191] 
F1bifans, and: fills their Hearts with divine Cou- 
ige. « Finally, Brethren, lays he, be ſtrong in 
the Lo RD, and in the Power of His Might : Put on 
the whole Armour of Goo?“ And immediately 


gives a particular Deſcription, of the Parts whereof 


this divine Armour is compoſed: And, 
J. Let your Loins, be girt-.about with Truth, 


II. Put on the Breaſi- plate of Righitouſneſs, 


Gojpel of Peace. 
AV. Alone. all, take the Shield of Faith, 


V. The Helmet of Salvation, and 


GOD. 
VII. And exerciſe this Armour, by praying «ways, 


\thereunto, with all Perſeverance. 


III. Let your Feet be. bod, with the Preparation of the 


VI. The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word if 


with all Prayer, in the Spirit, and watching 


Ix Diſcourſing on theſe'Words, I fhall, by the 
divine Aſſiſtance, keep cloſe to the Apoſtle's Ac- 
count of the Armour of Gop, and ſpeak of each 
Particular ſeparately: But I premiſe, that few Per- 


fons.will like my Expoſition of the Text, Tave ſuch ' 
8 28 
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| [ as have ſome ſpiritual Light and. Life, from the 
1 Loxp JEsus: The Words of St. Paul, and | 
| -..- FRE Interpretation of them, are Spirit and Life | 
4 and therefore can only be reliſhed by thoſe that 
| have their Senſes; that is, their Underſtanding, | 


Will, and Affections, exerciſed to diſcern ſpixitual 
Good and Evil: They contain ſome-of the Myſt. | 
ries of the Kingdom of Gov, ſome of the Farts of 
* that Goſpel, which is hid from them that obſtinately 

periſh. Let him therefore that is able, receive theſ 
| Sayings : And Thou, Lox, inſpire my Heart, ſo 

ſhall my Tongue be as the Pen of a ready Writer! 


I. And Firſt, Let your Loins be girt about with Truth, 
For Gov requireth Truth in the inward Parts; and | 
Sincerity in the Hidden Man of the Heart: Without | 
a true Heart, a Man cannot pleaſe Gov ; the Word 
of Gov, lives and grows, only in ſuch as are upright} 
in his Sight, Like viii. 17. A Soldier ſhould have 2 
ſtrong and ſure Girdle, to bind on his Armour, that | 
it may be both ſafe and convenient: Even fo, the 
Man that is liſted under CRIsT's Banner, and goes 
forth to fight the Lor 0's Battles, muſt have_Truth 
rooted in his Heart; Zeal towards God, Faithful- | 

neſs, and Love to his heavenly Country, and a rem 
Regard for his own Soul. 
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He that would go * the Field, to reſiſt the De- 
vil, overcome the World, and mortify the Fleſh, 
ſhould 


_ . 3 
a 4 
2 — ̃ — 
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ſhould firſt fit down, and count the Coft, and ſee 
whether he 1s able to encounter ſo many powerful 
Enemies. If he finds in his Heart, that he 1s wil- 
ling to ſell all for Cyr1sT, and to count all things 
but Dung, that he may win CHRIS; then he may 
confidently face all his Enemies; for every true- 
hearted Natbangel, who is willing to follow the Lamb, 


I | whetherſoever He goeth, ſhall be certainly and gra- 


ciouſly ſupported by Him, who is a Sun, and a 
Shield, to all thoſe that are upright of Heart. 


BuT if a Man engages in the Fight of Faith, 


without Simplicity, and Godly Sincerity, tho' he 
may hold out for a Time, he will ſurely fall at laſt : 
Becauſe be has no Root in himſelf, no deep 
Humility, no true Broken-heartedneſs, no ſound 
dincerity; he will either fly like a Coward; or be 
ſhamefully overcome by Satan. A Man ſhall be 
tried as by Fire; every Spring of his Profeſſion, 
every Motion of his Heart, will be examined by 
the Gop of Truth : Therefore he had Need to be 
found in the Faith, to have Salt in himſelf. CHRIS 
calls Himſelf he Trath, John xiv. 9. And indeed it 
is He only that infuſes, and works Truth in the 
Heart of Man, by his Spirit. Let your Loins be girt 
about with Truth, means then, Let your Eye be 
lmgle ; forſake all for CHRIST; renounce your own 
Will, and truly endeavour to do the Will of Gop. 


R II. 
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II. SeconDLY, Put on the Rregft plate of Rightey;. 
ſi. For Sincerity alone, will not bring a Man t 
Heaven ; he muſt be Righteous as well as Sincere ; 13 
The Gates will be opened, only to the Righteous | 4 
Generation, that keep the Truth, J/. xxvi. 2. U 
This muſt be the Breaſt- plate; it muſt guard the M "* 
Heart. But what is this Righteouſneſs, whereby 2 0 
1 Man ſets his Face as a Flint, and with Boldneſs M'" 
| | faces all his Enemies ? I anſwer, this Righteouſneſs | 
$1 is twofold, Imputed and imparted. 3 


1. Ir muſt be Inputed; for you muſt know, 
that all Men being guilty before God, and uttely 0 
incapable to help themſelves; and the Juſtice of 
Gop requiring a compleat Satisfaction for their 1 
3 Sins; the Son ef Gop, (O wonderful!) bowed tho 
it G Heavens, came down; took upon Him human Na- 
by ture, and after living a perfectly righteous, and me- : 
ritorious Life, ſuffered a moſt painful and ſhamefull 
Death ; and this he did for us Men and fir our ga- f 
tie; in ſo much that Goo is now reconcil'd to every 
Man, who does but repent, and believe the 00 
pel: That is, on Account of what Jzsvs Carr 
the moſt bleſſed Son of God, did and ſuffer'd, Goo 
does fully and freely forgive every one that believes 


in CHRIST. 


W are told, Rom. iv. that Faith is imputed to us far 
Righteouſneſs ; Becauſe it apprehends and applies the 
Merits of Jesus CARISt te our Souls; it lays hold 

| 5 on 
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an his Righteonſneſs, and makes it over to the 

needy and helpleſs Sinner: For, as it was Adam's Sin, 

not our own perſonal, Tranfgreſſion, that drove us 

out of Paradiſe, and robbed us of Gop's Favour and 
[mage ; even fo, it is the Righteouſneſs of CRHRISSH 
wot our own perſonal Holineſs, that brings us again, 
to God's Favour. This is largely explain'd, Rom. 
1, 2 Cor. v. 18. Without this Righteouſneſs a 
ban muſt periſh : None other will Juſtify before 
bod. If a Man has not this, he is expoſed to the 

Wrath of God, the Condemnation of the Law, 

ad the Accuſation of the Devil. No Covering wilF 


0) 

y © but the glorious and rich Robe of Cauris7's 
f lighteouſneſs; and this is freely received by Faith. 
ir ol | E 
be THis Breaſt-plate will defy the Devil, with all 


is Hoſts: This Armour will enable the Chriſtian 


iy: This will keep his Heart alive: When he 
las put on Chrift, his naked Soul is cloathed, Ja. Ixi. 
o. Ez, xvi. Mat. xxii. 11, and Luke xv. 22. 
ly underſtand this: The natural Man cannot diſ- 
tm this Work of the Spirit, as he is not convinced 
l| R'ghteouſneſs, Men, wiſe in their own Eyes, 
ill not aſſent to this Truth, that We are /aved by 


is CurIsT did and ſuffered. And yet, till a 


uples of the Oracles of Gop. This is the Door of 
ration, the Rock on which our Faith is built; 
namely, 


dlder to ſtand firm, againſt all Aſſaults of the Ene - 


race ; fuftifiid by Faith; accepted of Go, for what 


lan underſtands this, he is ignorant of the firſt Prin- 


us for Heaven, We mult be Holy, really holy is p 
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Namely, that we are counted Righteons before 
Gov, through Faith in Car1sT : Oh! this is © 
precious Truth. God be praiſed that it is revealed 1 
to us, J/a. xlv. 24, 25. Fer. xxiii. 6. Luke xv. 
1 Cor. i. 30. 2 Cor. v. 21, and Rev. iii. 18, But 1 


| though it is fo fully declared by the Prophets and | 


Apoſtles, Yet, Who believes the Prophets or A. 
poſtles ? Who does not go about to eſtabliſh his own 
Righteouſneſs, being ignorant of the Righteouſneſs, ! 
which is of God, by Faith? And, Who experimentally YI t 
knows, that a Man is juſtified freely, and that his . 
Sins are forgiven, only thro' Faith in the Blood FS: 


of CHRIST? | 1 


2. RIGHT EOUSN ESS muſt be Inprefſed or /mparted ; | 0 
for Imputed Righteouſneſs alone, will not qualify I il 


Ourſelves, though not m Ourſelves. When Gov MD. 
made a new Covenant with his People, he w W1 
miſed, not only to forgive their Sins, but alſo to n. 
turite his Law in their Hearts, Jer. xxxi. 33. Hau. Ei 
viii. 10. This is peculiarly fulfill'd under the Goſ. 
pel. When CarisT Imputes his Righteouſneſs 0 | 
us, he frees us from the Guilt and Immediate Power de 
of Sin : But when he Imparts his Righteouſneſs, hel be: 
Sanctifies our Nature. The former is apprehended] anc 
by Faith, and the latter is wrought in us by the tie 


HoLy Ghosr. The former is repreſented by tha 11; 
attoning Blood, and the latter by the puri/ing Waters the 


that flowed from CHRIST's Side! 4 ell 
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TRE Breaft-plate of Rightrouſneſs, muſt then be real, 
and Inherent; the Soul muſt be cleanſed, and the 
Conſcience purg'd from all dead Works; for, Ex- 
cept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the King- 
dom of God; and this New Birth, is a mighty, 
miverſal, divine Change; it does not only imply 
Remiſſion of Sins, but likewiſe, the total Sanctifica- 
tion of our Nature, and the Transformation of eur 
Feart. Many are willing to have CuRISs T's Righ- 
teouſneſs imputed to them, but have little Thought 
of having 1t implanted in them : Hereby we have 


an infallible Rule, to try any Man's Sincerity ; who- 
ſoever is really defirous to be ſaved, does as much 
hunger and thirſt after Holineſs, as after Remiſſion 
of Sins: He has a Hatred to all Sin; he cannot 
abide it; and he is grieved at the leaſt Imperfection 
je ſees in his Obedience; he does not? deſire | 
Deliverance from Sin, barely becauſe he is afraid it | 
wil ſend him to Hell; but becauſe he ſees it is a 
noſt abominable Thing, contrafy to Gop's pure. 
ence, and moſt holy Law. 


Tux Soul that is truly enlighten'd, is ſo far from 
eſpiiing the Law of God, that it ſees as great 
beauty and Worth in it, as David expreſſes, Pf. xix. 
ud exix. And St. Paul, who moſt fully and diligently 
tews, that the Moral Law does no more Juſtify a. 
Man, that is, procure the Pardon of his Sins, than 
lie Ceremonial Law, is yet careful to ſhew the Ex- 
Kllency and Uſe of the Law; and how it is J. 

m_—_ | bliſhtd- 
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blifked through Faith ; inſiſting that Grace ſaves us, 
only as it delivers us from the Curſe and Na- 
ture of Sin, and makes us , and unblamable be- 1 
Fore God, As that Faith which does not work 5) , 
Love, is a dead, deviliſh Faith; ſo that Righteouſ- N 
neſs, that does not reach and cleanſe the Heart, is | 
nothing worth before Gop : Notwithftanding all YI 
that Jesus CHRIS did and ſuffered, no Man will WM: 
de finally ſaved who is not made truly holy. 1 


To cavil at this, is to oppoſe a Truth clearly re- ; 
vealed in the Bible: He that would have Cnzis7 
for a Saviour, muſt take him for a Prophet, King, . 


and Lox D. Believers are not without Law ts God, but 

under the Law to Chrift : The People of Gov are 7 0 

Holy ; they walk in the Way that 1s called Holy ; q ö 

and they thirſt after, and labour for Holineſs: 1 l 

Their Souls are ever longing for more of the Mind [ l 

} of Cur15T, more of the Image of Gop : They do : I 

; not always remain in the fir? Principles of the Doctrire j 0 

ö cf Chriſt, but they go on toPerfrftion ; they grow, and 3 i 

| are daily changed into the glorious Likeneſs of their ; T 

| living Head, You ſee then What this impenetra- “ 
ble Breafi-plate is; Righteouſneſs Imputed, and Im- 

planted ; theſe two are neceſſary ; Gop has joined ; 

; 


| them together, let no Man dare to 5 them f 
afunder. Thus. ö 
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Let Faith and Love combine, 
To guard your valiant Breaſt: 
The Plate be Righteouſneſs divine, 
Inputed, and Impreſs. 


III. TriRDLY, Let your Feet be fbod with the Pre- 
tration of the Goſpel of Peace. The Chriftian Soldier 
muſt put on Sandals: for the Way to Zion is "i 
rough and thorny Way. The Apoſtle here alludes to 
m ancient Cuſtom of Soldiers, who being appriz - 
ed of the Enemy's Approach, prepared Pieces of 


boards, and drove nails through them, and ſtrew'd 
„dem in the Way, that the Enemy might be hurt, 
and hindered from marching : And if the Children 


ar this World are thus wiſe, How much more of 
tis Cunning hath the Old Serpent, who is both 
„ de Devil and Satan? He firews the Way with all 
10 : kinds of Fire-brands, Arrows, and Deaths : The 
o bor Chriſtian Soldier is always in an Enemy's 
„ Country; he is going thro? the Land of Pits, and 
Tv : tick Darkneſs, and of the Shadow of Death : 
eir IIberefore ſhould his Feet be ſhod, with the Prepar- 
_ I ton of the Goſpel of Peace. 


1, This implies the Patience of the Saints, 
Very, one that liſts under Car1sT's Banner, has 
Need of Patience, to run the Race that is ſet before 
lim: A Man muſt be reſolute, ſtrong and dexter- 
us, to be able to walk upright before Gov. When 
Wit Prodigal returns to his Father, the Father puts 
b Shoes 


neration ? And is it not by the ſame Figure, that 


that bring good Tidings, that publiſh Peace, and 
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Shoes upon his Feet; that is, Gop endues his Saints, g 
His juſtified People, with Patience, and much 
Strength. Many think it is an eaſy Matter to goto 
Heaven; but alas! theſe are Novices in Religion; 
they have never made a Step towards Heaven; | 
they know nothing of the Difficulties that the 
People of Gop meet with. Believers are often . | 
ſcorched with fiery Temptations; for, through 'W | 
much Tribulation they muſt enter the Kingdom 1 
of Gop, and follow the Lamb, whitherſoever he 4 | 
goeth And, truly, this is hard Work, to follow | 
the Lord, through evil Report, through Poverty, 
and Pain; but if our Feet are ſhod, we ſhall walk, 
and not faint, we ſhall run, and not be weary, 4 1 


2. SECONDLY, the Feet being ſhod, implies a 3 a 
holy Converſation: He that is waſhed, faith [ y 
Car 1sT, needs not to be waſhed, except his Feet? I 
The Feet are the Inftruments of Motion, and may J m 
ſignify the outward Converſation: When it is ſaid 4 
that Enoch and Noah walked with God, does it not 5 
mean, that theſe Men were righteous in their Ge— ; 


David ſaith, „I turn'd my Feet to keep hy Teſti- 
monies?“ | I 


3. THIRDLY, it means aWillingneis to ſpread abroad ; 
the glad T idings of Salvation. See /. lii. 7. Howe 
Beautiful on the Mountains, are the Feet of them | 


[2401-7 * 
by unto Sion, Thy Goo reigneth. There muſt 
he a Willingneſs, not only in the Miniſters ; but 
alſo in every private Chriſtian, to ſpread abroad 


do to another, ſaying, Come let us go to pray be- 
4 fore the LoRp ſpeedily. All that have taſted that 
ne Lors is gracious, will certainly invite others, 


have great Zeal for his Glory, deſire to have his 


converted, and Saints built up. Hereby 1s Gop 
orify'd, when all that profeſs to know his Name, 
bring forth much Fruit: Indeed, this is hard and 
mthankful Labour to many; for when the People 
Nef Gop begin to reprove Sinners, and bear Witneſs 
a aainſt the World 74a it's Deeds are Evil, they 
h vill ſurely be hated and deſpiſed. Here then again, 
> MI they have Need to have their Feet ſhod, that they 
V! f nay go through the Fire of Perſecution, and 


id rot be burned ; for though the Goſpel, is a Gehe“, of 


ot ; Peace, wicked Men, oppoſing it, make it the Cauſe 
je- | of great Tumults. See then O Chriſtian Soldier, 
at dat your Feet be ſhod with the preparation of the 
ti 1 boſpel of Peace. 


Kain is ſpread beneath; 
dad 3 The Goſpel Graves put on, 
owl And ſafe thro? all the Snares of Death, 
emf To Life Eternal run 


.- FouRTHLY, 


the Goſpel : The Inhabitants of one City ſhould 


o come and ſee his Goodneſs: Gep's People 


Name honour'd, and labour that Sinners may be 


[ 202 ] 


IV. FouxTuLyY, The Chriſtian Soldier muſt adore } 
«ll, tate the Shield of Faith: For by this he muft , 
quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked One, Ex- 


cellent Things are ſpoken of Faith; it is that, 
through which we are ſaved, Mui xvi. 16. By it 


we are Juſtified, Rom. v. 1. By it we are Sanctified, 
Acts. xxvi. 18. By it we overcome the World, 1 John 1 


v. 5. By it, we are born of God, Foh, 1. 12. 13. 


Finally, we Hand by Faith; we walk by Faith; we have f 


Peace and Foy in Belicving : Since then, above all, 


we mult tate tne Shield of Fiath, let us conſi- : 
der, 1. What this Faith is: 2, How we attain. | 


attain'd it ? 


1. Wnar is this Faith? I anſwer, Faith in ge- 1 
neral, is an Aﬀent and Conſent to that Propoſition, 1 
that God is, and that be is a Rewarder of them that L 
diligently ſrek bim. More particularly, it is a ſtedfaſt : 
Aſſent and Conſent, to the Truths of Gov, reveal'd 
in the Old and New Teſtament : But Chriſtian | 
Faith, implies much more than this; Faith in 
CnrisT, as the Me ab, Faith in Gon, through | 
CurisT, is a divine Principle in the Soul, through 1 
the Spirit, or a divine Power, communicated to the | 
Soul, whereby it is enabled to apprehend the Righ- | 
teouſneſs of IEsus CurIsT, or CHRIST Himſelf, | 
with all his Benefits; taking Him for Wi/dem, Rieb- |} 
Faith, in 


teouſneſs, Sanctification, and Redemption. 
Mort, is ſuch, a receiving of, or relying upon 


it: 3. How we may know that we have it: ; 
4. What Uſe we are to make of it, when we have | 
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Casisr, as entitles a Man to all the Bleſſings of 


the New Covenant: It is the Gz/7 sf God, by the 
Holy Spirit. 


2. How is this Faith attain'd ? I anſwer, Faith 
comes by Hearing, Rom. x. Wherever the pure Word | 
of Gop is powerfully preached, the People that 
ſeriouſly and reverently attend it, receive this Gift 
of Goo; tho? generally they receive it ſooneſt, who 
have the deepeſt Remorſe and ſoundeſt Humiliation. 
Gon honours ſtill the Word of his Servants, and by 
it turns the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Fut; in 
ſo much, that thoſe who were before Blaſphemers, 
Liars, Covetous, Idolaters, &c. become faithful 
and holy Men. The Goſpel is not an empty 
Sound; it is the Porr of God, and the Wildim of Goa, 
wcrking Salvation in the Souls of rebellious Sin- 
ners. 


| AGarn, as other Gifts are attain'd by Pra yer, ſo 
ü this: It is true, Men are generally convinced of 
their Want of Faith, by the publick Preaching of 
the Goſpel ; but often they receive living, Juſtify- 
ing Faith, while they are Wreſtling with Gov in 
ſecret Prayer, or reading the Word of Gop, or 
Vediating, or Faſting, or Communicating. Goo 


beRows this Gift variouſly, on various Perſons, and 
often when they little expect; it when they are 
full of Unbelief and Fears, deep Sorrow, and 
almoſt ready to conclude that Gop will never come; 
tat they are left a Prey to Satan, and that for 
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their Sins, they muſt ſuffer the Vengeance of eternal © 
Fire; this their Extremity is God's Opportunity, AF * 


3. How ſhall a Man know that he has it? + . 
anſwer; By its Fruits he ſhall know it; for by theſe f 1 
it will evidence itſelf wherever it is: Firſt, hel 
that be ieveth hath Remiſſion of Sins. 44: xiii. 39. 
he is fully and freely forgiven, all his paſt Sins Fa 
are blotted out, and a'l Guilt is removed from his fer 
Soul. Secondly, he that has Faith, has Peace with] ful 


God, Rem. v. 1. A divine Tranquility, an inward? bra 
Calm in the Soul, ariſing from a Senſe of Reconci- of 
liation with Gop. Thirdly, he that believeth hath? Da; 
a new Heart, As xv. 19. Faith purifies the Heart 0 Der 
it renews the Soul in Righteouſneſs; and by it, as an Co 
Iuſtrument, we are Jantified, Acts xxvi. 18. Fourths F Sai 
ly, he that hath the Chriſtian Faith, overcomes 10 25 
Norle, i Job v. 5. that is, he overcomes the Dejirl elf 
V the Fleſb, the Deſire of the Eye, and the Pride of Lifa . © 
111 
Now, it is impoſſible for a Man to have thi 8 
mighty Change wrought in him, and not to by Re 
Senſible of it: When he believes, he has Joy an 2 
Peace, he loves Gop, and has Power over Sin: Fait h 
brings Light and Life into the Soul, and raiſes | Ac 
Man above the World; it gives him Strength MF m all 
ſtand, Feet to walk, and Wings to fly! It brings I in H 
berty and glorious Reſt to the Soul; if it did nc be co: 
it would not be the Faith at Fuftifies the Ungodl lad, 
Rom. iv. 5. The Faith that opens the Spirit m Hi 


Sen 
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ecnſes of the Inward Man - the Faith that ſees Gov 


and hears him, that taſtes him, and rejvices in his 


fauce of Things: hoped fir, and the Evidence of Things 
wit ſeen. 


4. Bur what Uſe are we to make of this 


Faith? I anſwer, Thereby we muſt quench all the 
fiery Darts of the Wicked One ; he has a Quiver 
full of them, and ſhoots his Arrows and Fire- 


brands, at the Children of Gop; ſo that a Child 


of Go p muſt reſiſt, and quench the poiſon'd 
Darts in the Blood of Curisr. Faith makes the 


Devil tremble'; it drives him away ; he is a meer 


Coward, when he, grapples with a Man that has the 


Shield of Faith ; he flies away ; the Word of Faith 


wounds his Head, retorts all his Darts upon him- 
elf, and makes him bite his Chains. O Yes, 


If Faith ſurround our Heart; 
Satan ſhall be ſubdu'd ; 
Repell'd his ev'ry fiery Dart, 
And quench'd with Jzsv's Blood ! 


Acain, he that believes, ſhould rely upon 482 
in all Things. Tho” he lay me, yet will I truſt 


be commended, thou Servant of Goo ! It was nobly 
lad. Whom elſe indeed ſhouldeſt thou truſt in, but 


8 | utter = 


Salvation ; - in a Word, the Fait which is e Sub-- 


in Him,” faid faithful 7%. Highly art thou to 


In Him 69 has eternal Life, and can Jave to the 


— 
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utter! Gop deals with Men according to their : 
Faith; thoſe who believe and rely much upon God, I 
receive extraordinary Gifts, and Aſſiſtances from Him, 
When we have high and excellent Conceptions of 1 
the Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Gov ; when 
we ſee the Riches of the Grace of CHRIST, and J 
how All- ſufficient his Righteouſneſs and Merits are: ; 
We then can confide muchiin Go, and in Cyztsr, : 
and are continually bleſſed by Him. But if we 1 
have low Conceptions of Gop's Goodneſs and Provi- 3 
dence, and cannot ſee theGreatneſs and Preciouſneſs of 1 
CnRIST's Sacrifice, we live in a low, miſerable Con- ] 
dition ; or rather, our Life 1s a lingering Death. 4 


FairTn is a powerful Thing, it gives Action to f 
the Soul, and make it ſtrong: The Chriſtian ſhould | 
then uſe his Faith, not only to reſiſt the Devil, N 
with all his Temptations; but alſo to draw near i 
to Gov, and to derive Righteouſneſs and Strength i 
from Jesus CHRIST. Faith goes to Him for all 4 
Things; and by Him, overcomes all. What is im 
poſſible to praying and perſevering Faith? O that : 
there were mare of this Faith in the World ! How | 
Joon would Sin and Miſery fly before it! How | 
foon would an everlaſting ne be brought 
into our Souls! 


V. FirTHLY, He that would be more than Con- 
queror, muſt ae the Helmet of Salvation. This 


means the Hope of the Goſpel. It ſerves as a Head · 
piece, 


diece, and covers the Chriſtian Soldier in the Day of 
Battle. | 


TrERE is a Hope before Juſtification, and a Hope 


after; that which is before, is an Expectation 


a Man hath, that if he waits upon Gov, in his ap- 
pointed Ways, He will, for Can1sT's Sake, forgive 
all his Sins, and make him a Child of Light ; and 
the Hope that 1s after Juſtifieation, 1s a ſure Expec- 


tation, that Gop will beſtow all the good Things of 
his Kingdom, upon ſuch as he approves for his Chil- 
ren. A Man that is fill'd therewith, expects and. 
patiently waits for the great Salvation of Gop, for. 
Holineſs, for perfect Love, for Heaven; and this 
Hope ſupports his Soul in the Time of Trial; yea, 


nakes him rejoice in the midſt of Adverſity. 


* 


Bur, to ſpeak of che Nature of Hope more fully, 


Y it. It is called an Anchor of the Soul, Heb. vi. Be- 
| auſe, as an Anchor keeps the Ship, toben the Winds 
, and the Rains deſcend ; ſo Hope keeps the Soul 


calm and ſtedfaſt, in the Midſt of Temptations and 


terſecutions z Hope looks for good Things to 


tome. © It is true, ſaith the Soul, I am at Sea, and 


the Storm is high; but I have 6% my Anchor within 


tt Veil, and I ſhall be e at laſt to the Haven 


Where I would be!“ 


* 
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4. Hops i is ſaid to purify the Heart, 1 John iii. 3. 3 72 
O the Expectation of ſeeing Jeſus as He is ! and bis 
of ſitting down with Him in Glory! This ſtirs up his 5 | 
Spirit, and makes the Chriſtian Soldier active as 
Fire: And not only ſo, but likewiſe creates an Aver- b Hhy 
fion in his Soul to every Sin; ſo that he cleanſetb 1 Me 
bimelf frm all Filtkineſs of Flaſb and Spirit. 100 


3. Ir is faid, Ve are ſaved by Hope, Rom. viii, IJ nic 
ſaved from all preſent Affliction and Sorrow: © It BY 6 
is true, ſaith the hopeing Soul, I am oppreſſed and - Hope 
tried, but the Loxp will quickly come, and I ſhall : CoD 
fit with Him on His Throne All this Tribulation il ET 
and Anguiſh, ſhall not ſeparate me from my Gov. ” 4 ther 
Hope, as an Helmet, covers his Head; it lifts 5 „ N 
him up when he is ready to fink : When the Devil, 5 doth 
and the World, deat on the Head of the Righteous, 4 that - 
their Helmet defends;them ; for Hope is patient, and 2 for v 
Patience overcomes all Difficulties. | f tat 

TxerE is a Difference between Faith and Hope; aham 
Faith looks at Things paſt and to come; Hope only 8 of Ge 
regards Things that are to come. Secondly, Faith ; Chos 
looks to good and evil T hings 3 ; but Hope only : b in t 
regards good Things to come. A Chriſtian hopes for ll 
perfect Love, for all the tags of Goo, for the v1. 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, and for the Glory of the 
World to come ! O bleſſed Hope, and full of Im 
1 Happy is the Man that hath the Gov of 


Fac) | 
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Jacch for his God, and whoſe Hope is in the Lond 
his Gop! 


Hypocrite, which will periſh with the Poſſeſſors of it. 
Men remain in carnal Security, and yet hope that 
Gov will have Mercy upon them at the laſt. Alas, 
poor wretched Deceivers, how miſerably are they 
miſtaken ! When thy come to die, how do a// their 
Thoughts periſh? Aſk them to give a Reaſon for the | 
Hope that is in them, and they will tell you, that 
Gop is merciful; that they are not as others, and 
: Thouſand ſuch Things. St. Fobn ſpoke in ano - 
ther Manner; and by another Spirit, when he ſaid, 
Now Beloved, are we the Sons of Gop ; and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know 
that when He ſhall appear, we ſhall be like Him, 
; for we ſhall ſee: Him as He is. And every Man, - 


Y:iham'd'; becauſe where ſuch a Hope is, the Love 
0 f Gop is ſhed abroad in the Heart, by the Hol x 
Nonosr, given to thoſe who believe, and whoſe Hope 
| b in the Lox their Gop. 


5 
0 


e 
. Ts 43 85 by 1. 7 4d 75 5 1 


Trzr is indeed ſuch a Thing as The Hope of the | 


nat hath this Hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even 
. x He is Pure.“ This is the Hope that maketh not 


VI. SixrRIY, The Soldier of Carisr, ſhould 
. 1 unto him the Sword of the Spirit, that is the Word 
od. The Word of God is taken in a twofold 
| oy in Scripture. 1. Car1sT the Son of Go, + 
: S 3 1s 
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is call'd the Wore, Fobn i. 14. 2. The Holy 
Scriptures are call'd the Word of God, 1 Cor. ii. 1. 
It is in this latter Senſe, we are to underſtand the 
All that is written in the Old and 
New Teſtament, was vor. 'tten for our Learning 1 18 
was inſpir'd of Gov, and is therefore profitable, 


Expreſſion here. 


for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, and for 


Inſtructoin i in Righteouſneſs; that the Man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed t to every good 4 


Word and Work, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 


Taz Word of Gop is of ſovereign Uſe, to all 
who deſire to keep the Devil at Arm's Length, and 
to ſtand againſt all his Wiles : It is no Wonder 
then, that the Devil hath ſo much Power, where 
the Word of God is not regarded. But why is it 
call'd The Sword of the Spirit ?. I anſwer, iſt Be- 


cauſe the Spirit applies the Word; yea, the very _ | 
written Word, to convince the World of Sin, We find 8 


St, Peter in the four firſt Chapters of the Abs, citing 


continually, Paſſages out of the Old Teſtament, to 
convince the Jews of their Guilt, for murdering the 


Son of Gov. Yes, the Word of Gop is quick and 
powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword, 
piercing even to the dividing aſunder of the Soul 
and Spirit, of the Joints and Marrow, and is. a Diſ- 


cerner of the Thoughts, and Intents of the : Heart, þ Heb, « 
iv. 12. the Lay of the Loxp converteth the Soul, 
F. xix. And the Goſpel, is the Power of Cop 4 


| unto 
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unto Salvation, Rom. i. 16. When the Spi- 


rit ſends home the Word unto the Conſcience, 
it alarms, awakens, wounds the Soul; and pierces 


the Heart with many Sorrows : Therefore we al- 
ways find moſt of the Workings of Gov's Spirit, 
where the Word is purely, ſimply, and powerfully 
preached, | 


Türkx is a Polen Energy in the Word of Gop; 

it is mighty to humble the Soul, and to overturn 
the Devil's Kingdom : The Sword that proceeds 
out of the Mouth of CarisT, is a cutting Sword; 


it wounds to the Quick, and makes the Sinner cry 


out, * What muſt I do to be ſaved.” St. Paul 
knew the Terror of the Lord, and therefore per- 
J faded Men, to fly from the Wrath to come. Bel- 
J zz trembled ; his Heart fainted in his Body 
hen the Hand wrote upon the Wall, and the 
Writting was applied, by the Power of Gop. It 


was the Spirit writing bitter Things againſt him, 
and the Almighty, ſhooting his Arrows, ang e | 


dem ger faſt in his Heart. 


Turks has been wonderful Efficacy diſcover'd in 


the W od of Gop ; yea, ſome have been aſto- 


uſhed at reading, or hearing one Sentence of 


the Bible ; not that the Letter itſelf can reach the 


Heart thus: No, it muſt be the Spirit applying. it, 
let a Sword be neyer ſo ſharp and ſtrong, yet it 


doth 


/ 
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doth not wound except it be wielded by ſome 
Hand; ſo it is with the written Word : It is but 
a dead Letter, till it is wielded, as it were, in the 
Hand of the Spirit; then it doth Execution; it 
ſlays its Thouſands, as it did on the Day of Perte. 
4%, As. ii. 36. Thus, when all human Elo. 
quence fails, the Word of Gop overcomes the moſt. 
ſtubborn Heart. 
| SzconvLyY, and more properly, it ſignifies here, the 
Word as exerciſed and applied, to refiſt the Devil, 
Our Lon p made this Uſe of it, Mat. iv. By citing 
and applying the written Word, He foiled the De- 
vi, and drove him away: Satan indeed rehearſed 
Scripture too, but he applied it wrong, and to his own 
Confuſion : he has often the Impudence and Cunning 
to this Day, to cite the Word of Gop, in Order to 
deceive and overcome the Children of Gop. The 


Chriſtian Soldier therefore, ſhould be ſkilful in the 


Word, that he may be able, on every Occaſion, to 


wound that Accuſer of the Brethren, and to keep him 


off. Sometimes he will tempt us to Preſumption, - 

and if that fails, he will tempt us to Deſpair ; but 
as our Logp did, ſo ſhould we, continually anſwer 
him, with, It is written, &c. 


Yea, the Word of the Lox p ſhould be our De- 
fence againſt the World, and all its Smiles, and 


Frowns : We ſhall. meet with many Enemies in 
| our | 
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eur Way to Sen; but we muſt Hand in the good old 
May; jearch the Scriptures ; and go forth by the Foot 
fleps of the Flack. When Men or Devils riſe up a- 
gainſt the Saints, y may call to Remembrance, 


that they were told before-hand, What they are. 4 
called to ſuffer: And, if when they are under Re- | 9 
proach, or Perſecution; when they are in Poverty, 
or Pain, they conſider the Sufferings of the Prophets, Wl! 
Apoſtles, and holy Men, which have been from the _ ll 
Beginning of the World, it will not be long, before . 
they receive Courage, Strength, and Comfort. The | [lj 
Word of Gov furniſhes a Man to every good Word ” | | 
and Work, as well as to Patience. There is no Wl 
State of Life, in which the Holy Scriptures are not | | 
Uſeful ; in Proſperity and High-mindedneſs, to | | | 
humble us; in Adverſity, to comfort us; in Sin, ö 
to reprove us; and in the Way of Holineſs, to en- il 
courage us, „ | 
Warn Stephen diſcourſed out of the holy Scrip- | 
tures, his Enemies were not able to anſwer him : i | 
The Study of holy Writ, is well worthy the Appli- g i 
cation of the greateſt Wits: We may eaſily ſup- it 
bose, that a Book that comes from the infinitely 1 
MJ viſe and good Gov, muſt be all Perfection; there il 
are no Blots, no empty So phiſtry in it; the Word i 1 
of the Lord is tried, and it is ſure ; and although  1W 13 
a Man may ſee an End of other Perſection, in this j | 
World, yet the Commandments of Gop are exceed- | '\ MN 
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ing broad, and the Word of our Lors ſtandeth faſt 


for ever ! 


As for thoſe who pretend » a Revelation from 
Gov, above, or diffetent from that which is already 
given, they are not taught of Gop; there is no need 
to add to the Wards of the Prophecy of this Boot. In- 
deed a Man muſt have a Revelation from the Holy 
Spirit, but it is to underſtand what is already writ- 
ten; for all Things neceſſary to our Salvation are. 
revealed ; and we are called, not to add to the. 
Oracles of Gop, but to read and meditate there- 
in, Day and Night ; begging continually, that the. 
Lord would open our Underſtandings to know the. 
Scriptures, and fill our Hearts with Courage and 


Wiſdom, to make a right Uſe of that divine Sword, 


till we are more than Conquerors ! 


Brandifh in Faith till then, 

The Spirit's two-edg'd Sword; 
Hew all the Snares of Fiends and Men- 
In Pieces with the Word ; 

"Tis written ; this applied 
Bafles all Strength and Art! 
Spirit and Soul with this divide, 
And Joints and Marrow part! 


VII. SevenTHLY ; I now come to the Exer- 
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ciſe of the whole Armour; that is, Praying always, ; 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, for all 


Saints 


1245 
Saints, and watrhing thereunts with all Perſeverance. 
And, certainly, Watching and Prayer are highly nes 
ceſſary. Without this, a Man ca: neither obtain, 
nor preſerve any Part of the divine Armour: This 
brightens every Grace of the Spirit, and mightily 
prevails with Gov, againſt Sin and Satan. Here 
are many notable Expreſſions made Uſe of by the 
Apoſtle ; every Word is full; the Sentence is vaſtly 
ſignificant : Let us then a little conſider ſome of. the 
Spirit's Meaning in theſe Words; and in order to 


this, O Horx Grosr, inſpire my Heart! Suggeſt 


holy and profitable Matter to.my Soul ! 


AND firſt, Prayer and Supplication muſt be made 


in the Spirit; that is, as St. Jude expreſſes it, Praying 


in, or by the Heily Ghoſt ; for without this Inſpiration, 


and Aſſiſtance of Gop, no Man can pray accept- 


ably : It is the Spirit that helpeth our Infirmities, 


and maketh Intercefſion in us, according to the 


Will of Gop; It is the Hor Gos that ſuggeſts 
Matter of Prayer, and Supplication to us: He opens 
the Underſtanding, ſubdues the Will, melts the 
Heart, warms the AﬀeCtions, and makes Way for the 
Soul to approach Gon. 


Taose that ſuppoſe they can pray fervently, or 
faithfully enough, by their own natural Reaſon, or 
by the Aſſiſtance of Men or Books, are under a Miſ- 
take, with Regard to the Nature of Prayer. In- 

deed 
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deed Reaſon, and every other Help ſhould be uſed; M « 


yet we may aſſure ourſelves, that the Man who has 1 
never prayed, but in the Language of another, ne- MI t 
ver prayed according to the Will of Gop, No MF C 

h 


Man can rightly and faithfully call on Gon, till 1 
the Lok p by his Spirit, has convinced him of his va- 3 15 
rious Neceſſities. Many ignorant Souls do not q IS 
know what to aſk of Gov; tho' they want every 3 tu 
Thing, yet they can pray for nothing: They may : to 
then uſe the Language of Davis, or Simeon, but 2 
this they do by rote, as Children ſay their Leſ- F | 
ſon. A Man may ule a Form of Prayer, but he 4 97 
that would never make his Requeſt known to Gov ir 
without it, wants the Spirit of Prayer, as much as © 4 1 
Bartimeas wanted the Sight of his Eyes. thi 
| TY the: 
WaenEver we pray, we ſhould afk of Gop, the js of ( 
Spirit of Prayer ; it is one of the Promiſes made '1 nor 
before the Goſpel-times, that Believers ſhould re- th ceſſi 
ceive the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, Zach, xii. 3 for 
10. When David was convinced of Sin, he prayed L from 
from the Heart, P/. li. and cxxx. So could Jonab 5 their 
in the Fiſh's Belly, where he had neither Book nor . the 
Candle-light. The Word of Gop requires that we the 1 
ſhould pray and not faint, that we ſhould pray every f Hear 
where, Luke' xvii. 1 7e. 17. 1 Tim. ii. 8. Him 


Surely all this cannot be underſtood of reading Ml lives 
Prayers ; no, it muſt mean the Prayer of the Spirit ; N Prayi: 
the Principle within ; the conſtant Aſpiring after | hol y s 

| God Want ( 
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Gow 4 ; the holy Longings, and fervent Breathing 
of a pious Soul. It is then a moſt certain Truth, 
that no Man can pray agreeably to the Will of 
Go, till he receives the Spirit of CHRIST, to help 
his Infirmities, and to quicken his Soul. For Prayer 
is nothing elſe, but the Soul's ſpeaking to Gop. It 
is the very Breath of Faith ; therefore, it is as na- 
taral to a real Chriſtian to call upon God, as it is 
to breathe. 


StconDLY, We muſt pray always, and continue in 
Supplications, Some think they pray ſufficiently, 
if they repeat a Form of Prayer, once or twice 
a Week ; or at moſt twice a Day ; they ſuppoſe 
this will ſuffice, and that they have diſcharg'd 
their Duty well enough : But thoſe that are taught 
of Gop, know otherwiſe ; there is neither Time 
nor Place, in which they find not Deſires and Ne- 
ceſſity to pray. They have ſet and ſolemn Hours 
for publick and ſecret Prayer ; they often retire 
from the World, to dreſs their Souls, and to trim 
their Lamps: But they endeavour to be always in 
the Spirit of Prayer ; they conſider themſelves as in 
the Preſence of God, and accordingly lift up their 
Hearts to Him, and hold divine Communion with 
Him! A Chriſtian prays without ceaſing ; for he 
lives and walks in the Spirit, and is always in a 
paying Frame. There 1s a divine Propenſity in an 
boly Soul, to draw near to Gop ; there is a con- 
Wt Cry 1 in a Chriſtian's Heart; for he knows that 


T _ Gop 
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G0 conſtantly liſtens to the ſilent Wiſhes, and bers 
the internal Travel of his Soul. 


TarirpLy, We muſt pray with all Prayer; all Kinds 
of Prayer; publick, private, ſecret; Prayer for 
ourſelves, Prayer for others, eſpecially Prayer for 
all Chiſtian Miniſters, and / Saints, Thoſe who 
only pray in Publick, cannot profit in Virtue, be- 
cauſe they pray not in Secret; and ſecret Prayer 
will not avail, except publick Worſhip be added 
to it, where it may. Thoſe that pray only for 
themſelves, neglecting others, and the Proſperity of 
Sen, cannot proſper : The Love of CRHRISTH cox. 
rains the Saints to intreat, and to make Interceſſion 


for the Brethren. We find 45rabam the Friend of f 
Gop, praying even for Sodom, Gen. xviii. and Mer 
Pr aying for Jrael, with extraordinary Zeal and þ 
AﬀeRion, Exod, xxxii. How: faithfully does St. | 
Paul pray for the Philippians, ch., i. 6. And for | 

all other Churches where he had labour'd, without | 
excepting thoſe who had not ſeen his Pace in the 2 
Fleſh? C:/. ii. 1. The Chriſtian's Heart is open . 
to embrace all Men with hearty Affection ; he prays 
for the ſame Bleſſings for others, as for himſelf ; he : 
remembers that Exhortation, 1 Tim. ii. 1. and prays 5 
for all Men, lifting up every where, holy Hands, : 


without Wrath or Derbfg. 


Tus fourth particular ſignified by this Verſe, f 


is, that the Chriſtian, Soldier ſhould join Watching | 
a to 


r 
8 
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to Prayer, and theſe two are commonly put toge- 
ther. What can be more neceſſary for a Soldier, 

than to Watch, eſpecially when he is in the Camp, 
or engaged in the Field of Battle? Upon Earth the 
whole Life of Man is a Warfare ! He has Enemies 


always to watch againſt, and to fight with; he 


ſhould therefore be always awake ; his Soul ſhould 


be full of Eyes, before and behind, within and 
without, to be able to diſcern ney approach of the | 


Enemy. 


Taosx who deſire to be Conquerors, and 
expect a Crown of Glory, muſt Watch as well as 


Pray, When we riſe from our Tables, the Devil 


IJ does not ceaſe tempting us: Wherever we are, 
Jer whatever we are doing, Satan is at our right 


Hand, and a thouſand other outward and zwar 
Foes. Sleepy, indolent Souls, are not fit for Gop's 


service: The Servants of Gov, the great and al- 


; mighty King, muſt be expert in the Spiritual 
: War, and always have their Eyes fixed on every 
Corner, where they ſuſpect the Enemy will 155 8 


rear, 


ö n vain. If he neglects to watch one Hour, Satan 
ill overturn and deſtroy, all he did the whole Day. 


that 


Ir a Man ſhould pray many Hours in the Day, 
ind not watch all the Time, he ſpends his Strength 


Alas, how many ignorant Souls are deceived in this. 


bont ! They — that — pray'd an Hour, 
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that will guard them all the Day ; whereas, in the 
Moment they give over their Vigilance, Satan gets 
an Advantage over them. Our Loins ſhould be girt, ; 
our Lamps always burning, and we as thoſe who wait 


5 
every Moment, for the Return of the Bride-Groom, : 
Witch and Pray, ſaith the Son of Gop. If we would J 
then pray without ceaſing, we muſt watch without MW n 
failing, theſe two ſtand or fall together. f ar 

Havinc thus enlarg'd upon the Amur of G, 
I ſhall now ſet down the whole military Exhortation T. 
to 


of St. Paul; and having call'd upon All to put or ie Þ 
cue Armour of God, I ſhall conclude with a few ; 
Remarks and Cautions, : 


Taz Exhortation begins Ver. 10, and continues : 
to the 19th, “ Finally, Brethren, be ſtrong in the : 
Loxp, and in the Power of his Might: Put on the 4 
whole Armour of Gop, that you may be able to ; 
ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil; for we wreſtle | 
not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principali- ; 
ties and Powers; againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this World, againſt wicked Spirits in high Places :| 
Wherefore take unto you the whole Armour of ö 
Gov, that you may be able to ſtand in the evil Day, 
and having done all, to ſtand. Stand therefore, 
having your Loins girt about with Truth, and hav- 
ing on the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, and your By 
Feet ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of ly 
Peace: Above all, taking the Shield of Faith, WM Rem 

whereby 


221 
whereby ye ſhall be able to quench all the Darts ot 
the Wicked: And take the Helmet of Salva- 
tion, and the Sword. of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God: Praying always, with all Prayer 
and Supplication in the Spirit, for all Saints, and 


watching thereunto with all Perfeverance.” And 


now, my Brethren, ſuffer the word of Exhortation, 
and apply what ſhall be ſaid to your own Souls, 


I. FirsT then, Put on the whole Armour of God! 
This belongs to All; every Soul is bound to hearken 
to this Exhortation. The divine Armour hath 
been laid before you : Sould you not all labour to 


put it on ? Let your Loins then be girt about with 


Truth : You know this is neceſſary; the Goo of 
Truth expects and requires it from you. If Truth 


be not rooted and grounded in your Souls, all your 
Religion is vain, Gov ſees into all the Secrets of 
your Hearts: He knows every Way of Wick- - 


edneſs that is in you. You may deceive your 


ſelf or your Neighbour ; but remember this, 
you cannot deceive Gop. He judgeth righteouſly, + 


and knows whether your Heart is Upright before 


Him. O! buy the Truth, and never, never fell 
it. Get this Girdle; let it be about your Loins | 


conſtant] y; and let 1 it * into your Hearts. 


BE not deceived, God 1s not mocked ; If you 
bw in Righteouſneſs, you | ſhall reap in Mercy, 
Remember Car1sT is the Truth ; get acquainted 


4-4 with 


* * 
. 


Mouth: And remember that no Lie is of the Truth. 


_ Gop, Jobn iii. 21. By Manifeſtation of the Truth, 


Heart to believe what Gop hath ſpoken! Do you 
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with, Him : He inſpires Truth, encreaſes, ac. 
cepts, and rewards it. Let the God of Truth dwell 
in your Hearts richly; let the Spirit of Truth 
guide you ; let the Word of Truth be in your 


Be ſincere in your Heart, and in your Converſation, 
If you are fo, you will come to the Light, that it 
may be manifeſt, your Works are wrought in 
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you will commend yourſelves to every Mags Con- 
ſcience. O let Hypocrites, let the double- minded 
remember this: Thoſe who ſay uuto Cnigsr, . 
Lok p, Lok p, 3 do not the Things be has commanded ; 8 Ve 
who in Words profeſs they know Gove but in 
Works deny Him. te 


Dyes FH ts Ts N 
1 r 8 N MC 8 
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Il. You muſt have on the Breofi-Plate of Rizhtcouf. i ne 
neſi. Put this on; that is, put on the Lord J88vs MY fu 
CaurrsT, Rom. xiii. 14. | You muſt have the . 
Covering of his Spirit, J. xxx. 1. or, Woe be : 
to you! Put off your filthy Garments, and be : 
cloath'd with the Son of Gov. Come to Him; He is | 


THE Lox v OUR RicHTEOUSNEsSS, Jer. xxiii. 6. ; to 
If you ſay, But may not we do without this Righte- j wil 
cuſneſs ? Have we not a Righteouſneſs of our own ? ay. 
Will not our Moral Righteouſneſs, and Sincere : Go 
Obedience be accepted? You talk like an fay, 
Heathen: What Righteouſneſs have you ? Where a Go! 
is your Armour, wherein you truſt? O ſlow of i Sin! 

m: 


not 
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1 
not know that you are under the Curſe, till CHRIS 
faves you from it, G4“. iii. 10. Why will you 
truſt in a broken Law to Juftify you? Eſpecially in j 
a Law that can ſhew no Mercy ? You are a poor, | 
miſerable, puilty, helpleſs, unworthy Wretch. | 
Know this, and humble yourſelf before Gop ! 's! 
Tremble at his Feet; confeſs that you have no 
Righteouſneſs of your own; and beſeech Him to 4 

cleanſe you from all Unrighteouineſs. 


— » Vu — 


GET on the white Raiment, the *Righteouſneſs of 
aint: Never imagine you can be Righteous, till 
9 your Sins are forgiven you. You muſt be Ungodly 
ull you are ja/7;ed, Rom. iv. 5. Seek then an In- 


9 tereſt in CRE IST. He was made Sin for us, who | 

2 knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſ- j | 

1 neſs of Gop in Him, 2 Cor. v. 21. Make haſte; j 

MJ fbmit to the Righteouſneſs of God ; put no more | [ 
Confidence in the Fleſh ; come out of yourſelf ö [ | 
throw yourſelf on CarisT ; hide yourſelf no longer | | | 
in yeur /i/tby Rags; but put on Change of Raiment: AMY 


o! if you do not put on this Breaſt plate, I declare 
| ; to you, that Gop will ſhoot his Arrows at you : He 
vin pierce your Heart with his Anger. If thou 
> BY fayeft, «„ I will not have CRISr's Righteouſneſs :”? 
eB Gop will ſay, 7 will have no Mercy upon thee, If you 
n | ky, you will not have Caz1sT for your Saviour; 
e God ſays, you muſt have the Devil for your Father. 
inner, do not ſtand it out againſt CyrisT ! Come 
u in: While Mercy is offered, O accept it. Perhaps 

you 
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you will reply, But I have an Intereſt in | yr 


Cnr1sT ; I know he has imputed his Righteouſneſs | * 
to me. — And have you the Law of Righteouſneſs | - 
written in your Heart? You muſt not think to be i 5 
ſaved, except you are made Hcly. I mean, the | | 
Lord will not finally ſave you without Holineſs, In- { ” 
deed, before your Sins were forgiven, you was a i un 
guilty, corrupt Creature but aſſure yourſelf, that f 5 
you muſt be Holy as God is Holy, and Pure as f 8 
Gop is Pure, before you can enter into the King- | 1 
dom of Heaven. Do not think like Antinomians, © 
that all your Righteouſneſs is in CRAIS IT; ; * 
that is, that we are never to be made Righteous 2 L 
in ourſelves. Indeed, all our Righteouſneſs is thro' 1 
and from CHRIS H; yet we muſt be Righteous, . - 
really Righteous in ourſelves, or we cannot ſee the 5 5 
Kingdom of Gop. CHRIST is not a compleat Sa- I . 
viour to us, till he purifies and ſanctifies our Souls : ts 
and Bodies, 1 — N KL 
. | | ane 
Taz Goſpel requires as great Degrees of Holi- Go 
neſs, as ever the Law did. The pure in Heart only | ki. 
hall ſee Gd. Be you then conformable to your righ- of 
ous Lokp ; He hath given you an Examble, O fol- 0 
low his Steps! Walk as he walked, in Holineſs a By 
Righteouſneſs all your Days: If you love CHRIST, = 
keep his Commandments. Obey his Goſpel ; wall 
according to his Royal Law; take him for yout N 
King and Gop ! Love him, pleaſe him, praiſe him 7 


It ſhall be well with the Righteous, ſaith the Loa 
A ee Jo 
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Ja. iii. 10. Ye righteous Generation, Gov will 
have you in everlaſting Remembrance. Ye that 
keep the Truth, lift up your Heads - the Gates of 
the New Feru/2/em will be opened for you! O 
bleſſed are ye that are Righteous ! He will highly 
exalt you, and give you a Name, above.every Title 
of Honour, this World can afford. Follow Righte- 


eulneſs, and Honour, Prov. XX1. 21. 


III. Let your Feet de ſped, Ec. Be patient, couragious, 


be ſtrengthened with all Might in the Inner Man; 
have all Patience, and Long-ſuffering with Joyful- 
neſs. Do not ſay, I could bear any Trial but this: 
I Surely if you cannot bear what Gov Himſelf ap- 
points, you can bearncthing. Be ready to ſuffer all 
Things from all Men, and run patiently the Race 
that is ſet before you. Let your Feet be Be autiful, 
and your Converſation Holy, Spread abroad the 
Goſpel ; be very zealous for the Lonxp of Hoſts; 
have Feet to run, and Wings to fly, to do the Will 
of Gop ! You will meet with many a Mountain ; - 
but by the Help of our God, ſhall leap over them 


mich your Courſe with Joy! 


IV. Above all, J exhort you to ta'e the Shield of 
faith; for without this you can do nothing, But, 
| | O 1 


ouſneſs and Mercy, and you ſhall find Life, TON 


and ready to every good Work. You have Need of 
Patience; you will be tried as by Fire: Therefore 


all; and go on from Strength to Strength, till you 


— — — — 
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O! Beware of the falſe, dead Faith, that deftroys | 


ſo many Souls. Be ſure your Faith is the right, 


goſpel Faith: If you miſtake in this, you wil! 


blunder all along. If your Faith be falſe, fo will 


all the other Graces you ſeem to poſſeſs. Examine | 
then yourſelves, whether you are in the Faith; and | 


whether your Faith be rooted in your Heart. 


R=MEMBER the Signs that follow thoſe-that Be- | 
lieve : The Scriptures ſay, they have Forgiveneſs of | 
Sins; the Spirit of Adoption; Peace, Joy, and | 
Love to Gop ; Power over Sin, Victory over the | 
World; and all the Fruits of the Spirit. Has your 
Faith this Evidence, of being the Faith of the Opera- | 


tion of Gop ? Is it a Shadow, or a Subſtance; an 


Opinion in your Head, or a true Principle of Life, 


in your Heart ? Do you believe in Word and Opi- 


nion only; or havetyou in your Heart, the powerful | 


Faith of Gop's Children? 
» 


Tus Devil will throw his fiery Darts at you: 


Oo! Have Faith, to quench them in the Blood of 
Cnn1sT ? Have Faith to withſtand Satan; he will 
march towards you with all his Malice, Rage, 


and Power; but have Faith, and Gop will bruiſe 
him under your Feet. Be alſo faithful to your 


Gov, and to your King; to your Soul, and to your 
Country. Be not faint-hearted ; have Courage; 
take your Shield, and wield it. Drive the Devil be- 
fore you. Have Faith in Gov, in Gop your Sa- 


viour, 


VIC 
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viour, and all Things ſhall be poſſible to you! 
Come, thou Soldier of CHRIST, believe and live! 
Believe, and thou ſhalt ſee the Glory of God 
Believe, and out of Weakneſs thou ſhalt be made 
ſtrong ! Believe, and thou ſhall get a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs! Above all, Brethren, have Faith 
working by Love, and then you ſhall overcome all - 
the Devils, and Sorrows, and Sins that oppoſe you. 
Believe, and you ſhall be G:@s Friend, like Abra- 
han. Believe, and you ſhall be G24 Servant, like 
Miſes, The Time would fail, to tell you all the 
Power and Efficacy of Faith : It dries up the Sea, 
and make Waters flow out of the Rocks : It throws 
down Walls ; alters the Nature of Fire ; ſtops the 
Mouths of Lions. O! It is a precious Jewel, a 
heavenly Treaſure ! He that has Faith, has CHRIST, 
with all his Benefits; Grace, Righteouſneſs, Liberty, 
Joy, Glory, and Immortality! 


V. Tur Head ſhould be cover'd in the Day of 
Battle. Take therefore the He/met Hope; let this keep 
your Head above Water. Hope, and wait for the 
Salvation of Gop, Hope to be deliver'd from all 
Sin and Sorrow; hope to be filled with Gop, and per- 
fected in Love. Let your Hope purify your Heart, 
and be an Anchor to your Soul. Look up, your 
Redemption draweth nigh ! the Time is at hand 
when you ſhall weep. no more: Behold the open 
Door of Hope is before you. Hope for all good 
WH Things to come; and though the Lox tarry, till 
- wait 
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wait upon Him; He will not tarry long: The f 
Lokd is at hand, be ſtedfaſt therefore, and abound 
in the Work of the Lok b. : 


VI. Take the Sword of the Spirit, Search the | 
Scriptures. Meditate in Gop's Law? be throughly 
furniſhed for every good Word and Work. In- 
creaſe in the Knowledge of Gov. O love the pre- ; 
cious Word of Gop : Do not periſh for Want of i 
Knowledge. Read and underſtand the ſacred Pages; 
be mighty in the Scriptures ; ſo ſhall you vanquiſh q 
Satan, when he comes as a Flood. 2 : 


'Axp here I would juſt hint, How you 
ſhould uſe the Goſpel-Sword. Perhaps Satan may | 


tell you, Gov is ſo merciful, that he will not 


| puniſh you, although you ſhould commit ſuch and 
ſuch Sins. Anſwer The Coul that firneth, it ſpall | 
furcly dit, Ezak, xvii. 20. Again, if he tells you, It | 
is too late now, all is over, Goo will have no Mercy | 
upon you; Reply, but He keepeth Mercy for Thouſands, 
E xd. xxxiv. and now is the Day of Salvation, Satan | 
may again ſay; But you have been a great, pre- 
ſumptuous Sinner; Gop may ſave others; you he 
will not ſave. Anſwer to this, that %“ year Sins art 
as Scarlet; of the deepeſt Dye, and of the moſt ag- 
gravated Nature, yet the Blod of Chrift cl-anſeth fron 
all Sin, 1 Job i. 7. The Enemy will ſtill urge, 
But you are weak; you have no Good in you. An- 


ſwer, Chrift will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the 


[ 11 1 
the [moaking Flax, Mat. xii, Moreover, the Temp- a | 
ter may ſuggeſt. If you are a Child of Gop, why 


does he deal ſo hardly with you. You are poor and 
afflicted, deſpiſed and forſaken : Anſwer, God has 


chaſen the Poor of this World, rich in Faith, and Heirs 


of the Kingdom Heaven, Fam. ii. Ay, ſays Satan, 
but I will have you yet ; I have many fiery Darts to 
throw at you ; you may be zealous and firm for a 
Seaſon, but I will make you turn your Back atlaſt: 

Anſwer, God is faithful, and has promiſed, not to ſuffer 
me to be tempted above that I am able to bear, but will 


with the Temptation, make a Way that I may efe "P's 8 
Cor. X. 13. 


THz Spirit of Gop Himſelf will teach you, Bre- 
chren, how to make Uſe of this Sword, that you 
may cut all the Snares of the Enemy in Pieces. 
I beſeech you then to be verſed in Gop's Holy 
Book; O Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you richly ; 
let it live and grow in you; it is the ingrafted Word, 
the Word of Wiſdom ; it ſhews you what the Loy 
would have you to do, and what you are to expect 
from Him. O dig therein for Knowledge, as for 
hidden Treaſure; bring out of Gop's Treaſury 


Things New and Old. So ſhall you be perfect and 
intire, 3 nothing. 


VII. Pray in the Spirit without Ceaſing, &c. If 
you do not this, all your Labour will be vain. Vou, : 
cannot ſtand faſt in the Faith, or grow in Grace, 
unleſs you continue” inflant in Prayer, Open your - 
Hearts and lay your Wants before the Loxp. O 
pray for the Spirit of Prayer, that you may make 
your Requeſts known to Him! Hitherto you have 
aſked little! in the Name of CHRIST ; Now aſk, and 
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you ſtall receive, and your Joy ſhall be full: But | 
aſk. in Faith, no way doubting, that God i 16 able 
to do this Thing for you. The Reaſon why you 
Rave not more Love, Joy, Holineſs, Faith, is be- 
cauſe you do not aſk it of our Father who is in 
Heaven. He knows that you have need of theſe 
Things, and would freely give his Holy Spirit to 
you, if you did but pray, and not faint. 


Pray then for yourſelves ; pray for the Peace 
of Jeruſaſem; they ſhall proſper who love her! Let 
the Care of all the Churches be on you alſo. Inter- 
| cede with Gov for Sion, and for her Sake, do not 
hold your Peace; but make Interceſſion, with 
Groanings which cannot be uttered. Pray for te 
Grace you have not ; pray for the Continuance of | 
What you have; pray for Pardon, and Holineſs; | 
pray for your Friends, and your Enemies. Pray | 

with a/! Prayer; pray every where, lifting up holy | 
Hands, and pure Hearts, without Wrath towards | 
Man, or doubting towards Gop : So ſhall your 
Prayers be as Incenſe, and the lifting up of your | 
Hands, as the Evening Sacrifice, Loa p teach us, | 
tay Diſciples, how to * f | 


To conclude, Are you a Miniſter of Curr, a 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs ? O then you above all, 
have need of this Armour; you are an Officer in 
the Army of the Great King; you ſtand in the 
Front of the Battle; all the Powers of Hell are en- 
gaged againſt you, eſpecially. Many Eyes are upon 
you; the Eye of Gov, expecting Sincerity and Faith- 
fullneſs; the Eyes of the World, watching over 
you for Evil; the Eyes of the Children of Gov, 
| looking for a more than ordinary Degree of a 
nels 


; 
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neſs from you; the Eye of Satan, to ſee how he 


may tempt and deſtroy you, You are a Mark for 
all to ſhoot at: See then that vou put on the whole Ar- 
mour of Gov. You are indeed a Strippling, going 
againft Goliab; but fear not, the Armour of Gon 


differs from Sau?s Armour : It does not take away, 


but gives Strength, and Activity, and makes the 
Man of God Valiant in Fight, But O! take Heed, 

that whilſt you are exhorting others to be Valiant, 
you pur on the Lox D Jesvs CHRIST, yourſelf ; That 
your own Soul be not found naked. Go not this 
Warfare at your own Charge ; count the Coſt ; ſee 
if you can meet the King and Gop of this World, 


and all your Foes? You will not be crown'd, except 


you ftrive lawfully ; you are liſted to be a Soldier. 
Do not then intangle yourſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life, that you may pleaſe the Logo Jesvs CHRIST, 
who is your Captain. O ! thou Man of Gov, fight 


the good Fight of Faith, and N lay hold 
on Eternal Life! 


AnD you that believe, Brethren ; you that have 
on this Armour; Are you ſure that you have on 
the 20hle Armour of Gop ? a Part of it will not do: 
Indeed, you can have no Part of it truly, without ha- 
ving the Whole: And which Part can you ſpare ? 
Do you not want Truth and Righteouſneſs, Pati- 


| ence and Faith, Hope and Knowledge, and all 


Prayer? Can you ſay of any of theſe I have no 
Need of thee ?” No, no; If you break but one Link 
of the Chain, it holds you up no longer, and you 
fall, as tho' all were broken. To have any Part of this 
Armour wanting, will keep your Soul deſtitute of 
the Whole. Some Pieces thereof indeed, as Faith 
and Prayer, we eminently want, but all are ne- 
eeſſary. Therefore, Brethren, 
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Leave no unguarded Place, 

No weakneſs of the Soul, 

Take every Virtue, every Grace, 

And fortify the Whole. 

Indiſſolubly join'd, 
To Battle all proceed; 

And arm yourſelves | with all the Mind 
That was in CnRIST your Head : 


* 


LAsrTI r, Remember there is no Armour for the 


Back. You have a Girdle, and a Breaſt-plate; 
Sandals, and a Shield; an Helmet and a Sword; but 
with which of theſe can you cover your Back ? G 


then ſtraight Forward: Look not behind you: Remem- - 


ber Los Wife, Be faithful; be conſtant ; be cou- 
ragious. To Arms! Hear the Word of Command: 


Behold, the Crown is ready for you. Go wp and 


- poſſeſs the good Land ! Live by your Sword till you 
come to Zion ; and there, you ſhall learn War no 


more! 3 NO 63 


And now Brethren, I cloſe this Diſcourſe, 
as St. Paul concluded his military Exhortation ; Let. 
me beſeech you to pray for me, and for all the 


Preachers of the Goſpel, that a Door of Utterance 


may be open'd to us; that with all Boldneſs we may 
ſpeak the Myſteries of the Kingdom of GoD; and 


that when we have. fought the god Fight, and 
bruiſed Satan and Sin under our Feet, an abundant 


Manſions! Where we ſhall All aſcribe Salvation to 
Him that ſitteth upon the Tate aa and to the Lamb, 
KOR EVER AND EVER | a 


E 


Entrance may be miniſtered unto us, into the bleſſed 


3 
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